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ceived in 1880 under the wiU of 

JONATHAN BROWN BRIGHT 
of Waltham, Massachusetts, is to be expended for hooka 
for the College Library. The other half of the income 
\% devoted to scholarship* in Harvard University for the 
benefit of descendants of 

HENRY BRIGHT, JR., 
who died at VVaicrtown, Massachusetts, in 1686. In the 
absence of such descendants, other persons arc eligible 
to the scholarships. The will requires that this announce- 
ment shall be made in every book added to the Library 
under its provisions. 
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Publisher's Announcement 

TT WAS THE ORIGINAL design of the publisher to issue 

a book representative of the varied interests of Wilming- 
ton and her neighbors, but as the work progressed, it became 
evident that it would not be advisable to attempt more 
than one town at this time. To have covered the other 
towns in the complete and satisfactory manner proposed 
would have largely increased the size and cost of the book 
without a proportionate increase in value to the average 
reader. The towns of Dover, Whitingham, Readsboro, Stam- 
ford, etc., will probably be covered by special editions, simi- 
lar to this, later on. 

By confining our efforts to Wilmington, it is possible to 
cover the field thoroughly and produce a work representing 
the perfection of the printer's art, at a popular price— within 
the reach of all. 

Every work of this character contains omissions and 
imperfections and we do not claim that this is any exception. 
In order to keep the size within the necessary limits, the 
editor has been obliged to omit some of the manuscript of 
the compiler, Mr. Walbridge, and much that could not be 
omitted has been revised and condensed. 

Most of the views presented were taken especially for 
this edition by local photographers and have never appeared 
in any previous work. 

We wish to thank the people of Wilmington for their 
hearty and unanimous support, which has made possible the 
success of this enterprise. 
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Histomcal Sketch of the Tocun. 



Intiroduetion. 

^■^HE TOWN was the unit of the 
^^ political institntion of New 
England — the miniature repub- 
lic where the American freeman re- 
ceived his first lessons in self govern- 
ment, so that to know the history of 
New England we must turn to the 
town records for local associations to 

give interest. 

Prom the top of Mount Haystack 
the eye commands a magnificent pan- 
orama of maple crowned hills and 
smiling valleys, the placid lake, the 
thrifty homestead, the prosperous vil- 
lage and the moving train — fit emblem 
of the progress and harbinger of the 
prosperity of Wilmington. Would 
that we possessed the power to pre- 
sent to the mental eye of the reader 
such a bird*8-eye view of the past his- 
tory of the town with events in their 
right relations and perspective. 

The Wilmington of to-day is the 
outgrowth of past conditions and 
causes — some going back to the begin- 
ning — others more recent in their oper- 
ation, so that a brief review of the past 
is essential to a more complete state- 
ment of the present status of the 
town. 

Eafly History. 

Wilmington lies among the Green 
Mountains in the southern part of 
Vermont, at an elevation of about 
1200 feet. The Deerfield River runs 
north and south through the town, fur- 
nishing a remarkable and well known 
water-power. 

The first charter was granted April 
29th, 1751, by that thrifty patriot, 
Hon. Benning Wentworth, governor 
and commander-in-chief of the Prov- 
ince of New Hampshire, and was al- 
lotted into sixty-four equal shares to 
Phineas Lyman and fifty-eight others. 
Tradition says the town was named 
in honor of Spencer Oompton, Earl 
of Wilmington. The charter is an 
object lesson of the technicalities of 
the legal parlance of the times, as 
well as of the methods of punctuation 
and capitalization. It is not necessary 
to give the names of the grantees in 
this connection. The following im- 
portant reservations were made: 
**One share for the first settled minis- 
ter, one share for the benefit of the 
school forever and one share for to re- 
main as a Glebe for the benefit of the 
Church of England, as by Law Estab- 
lished, which is to be under the Direc- 
tion of the Church Wardens of the 



Queen's Chaple in Portsmo. and for 
the benefit of the church there till an 
Episcopal Clergyman is settled in said 
town of Wilmington." 

It is a well established fact that this 
charter was forfeited on account of 
non-compliance on the part of the 
grantees with certain provisions, so 
that Gov. Wentworth granted a second 
charter of the same territory, June 
1763, to **His Excellency Francis Bar- 
nard'* and sixty -six others. This 
charter gave the same terms as the 
first, with the exception of this reser- 
vation: **His excellency, Benjamin 
Wentworth, Esq., a tract of land to 
contain 500 acres, as marked B. W. in 
the plan, wnich is to be accounted two 
of the within shares. ' ' 

This thrifty governor did not forget 
to *'put in his thumb and pull out a 
plum" in the form of a land reserva- 
tion for himself in each of the town- 
ships he granted. 

The leading proprietor, **His Excel- 
lency, Francis Barnard," was gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts in 1760 under 
King George IH, but as his name does 
not afterwards occur in the town re- 
cords, he probably was not an actual 
settler. 

It is believed from the best obtain- 
able authority that these were the only 
charters ever granted of the lands of 
this town. This being the case it is 
unnecessary to attempt to explain 
the long and bitter controversy which 
grew out of the claims ol New York 
to the jurisdiction and ownership of 
lands already granted by Gov. Went- 
worth under the authority of New 
Hampshire to actual settlers. 

It does not apnear that patents to 
individuals were ever issued under the 
authority of New York to lands in this 
township. There was a long struggle 
between the proprietors who received 
their titles under the Wilmington grant 
and those who by the same authority, 
received the same lands as the town- 
ship of Draper under the second char- 
ter. It is said that the Draper claim- 
ants sided with the new government of 
Vermont, while the Wilmington gran- 
tees generally supported the author- 
ities of New York, 

The Wilmington claimants met from 
time to time taking action regarding 
the enforcement of their pretended 
rights and claims. Their first record- 
ed meeting was held May 28, 1777 at 
the house of Col. William Williams. 
Zephaniah Swift was chosen moder- 
ator, ^umel King, clerk and Col. Wil- 
liams, collector. It was ** Voted to 
tax the proprietors' lands one penny 
per acre, which is thirty shillings on 
each original right." ** Voted, that 
Col. William Williams and Capt. Chip- 
man Swift be a committee to manage 
the affairs of the propriety." 



At a meeting held May 26, 1779, they 
chose Zephaniah Swift, Col. William 
Williams and Capt. Chipman Swift, a 
committee to execute deeds in behalf 
of the proprietors, who held under 
their charter. Also * * Voted, that if the 
pretended proprietors of Draper, should 
they venture to make any surveys in 
the town or bring on any settlers under 
them, they should and ought by all 
lawful means, be prevented and the 
proprietors will effectually defend and 
save harmless from any process of law- 
suit any friendly person or persons 
who shall do that very friendly and 
necessary piece of good service." 

At a meeting on May 29, 1782, 
**Capt. Chipman Swift and Major 
David Dickenson were chosen agents 
of the proprietors of Wilmington to 
appear before the General Assembly 
and all inferior and superior courts to 
resist the claims of any and all persons 
appearing and claiming to hold lands 
under the charter of Draper." In 
brief, by an act of the legislature in 
October, 1779, a board of five commis- 
sioners was appointed by the governor 
with full power to 'investigate, take 
testimony and report to the legislature 
of the State, which should consider 
and determine the case, sitting as a 
court of equity." This the legislature 
refused to do in accordance with the 
plea of the counsel of the Draper 
claimants, that such action was uncon- 
stitutional. 

Col. Eittredge Haskins concludes as 
follows: *' Whether the struggle was 
continued in the courts of law I have 
no positive information, but that such 
was the case under all of the circum- 
stances, was very probable. It may 
however, be written down of both 
parties that wiser and better counsel 
at last prevailed and an amicable set- 
tlement was reached. In October 
1784, a meeting of the land holders, 
claiming under the proprietors of both 
charters was held, and an allotment of 
rights was made to the persons named 
in their vote, respectively as being the 
lawful proprietors and owners there- 
of. " This action was afterwards rati- 
fied by an act of the legislature. 

niov«m«nt8 of Population. 

From 1749 to 1764, Governor Went- 
worth of New Hampshire had granted 
to New England people about one hun- 
dred and thirty townships of land sit- 
uated west of the Connecticut river. 
East of Lake Champlain and the 
twenty-mile limit from the Hudson 
river. Wilmington was the third town 
granted. 

Settlers came in slowly. Samuel 
Robinson of Bennington and Jeremiah 
French of Manchester reported Dec- 
ember 12, 1765 to Sir Henry Moore, 
Governor of New York: "There is 
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seven families in Draper, and divers 
more Cleared and Improved their 
Lands." In 1771, the count showed 
seventy-one. In 1791 the population 
had increased to 645; in 1800 it was 
1011; in 1810, 1193; in 1820, 1369. 
From that time onward the popula- 
tion remained about the same until in 
1870 the census showed 1246; in 1880, 
1130; and 1890, 1095. The population 
to-day, 1900, is about 1250. An 
analysis of these figures shows raoid 
growth from 1780 to 1810 at which 
time the population exceeded that of 
1890. 

Col. Haskins, after a very careful 
investi^tion, gives the following 
names as residents in 1771: Leonard 
Mayo, Micah Griffith, Samuel Darby, 
Elijah Alvord, Ebenezer Davis, John 
Davis, Asa Davis, Joseph Marks, John 
Davis, 2nd., Thomas Crowfoot, Jona- 
than Rogers, Nathan Davis, David 
Davis and Zephaniah Swift; also 
Chipman Swift, Caleb Alvord, John 



A second meeting was held March 2, 
1778, when ^ijah Alvord was chosen 
moderator and Caleb Alvord, town 
clerk. Also chose Capt. John Gibbs, 
town treasurer, Capt. John Gibbs, 
Phineas Smith, Samuel Murdock, 
Elihu Bascomb and Lieut. E. Good- 
man a Committee of Safety. John 
Pierce and Caleb Alvord, constables ; 
Benj. Peavy, Besaleel Waste, Elihu 
Bascomb and Capt. Chipman Swift, 
surveyors of highways ; Isaac Wheeler, 
Capt. John Gibbs and Caleb Alvord, 
listers. 

At a town meeting held May 10, 
1780 ** Voted that the Rev. Winslow 
Packard be asked to preach for us on 
probation.'* In August of that year 
they* 'Voted to give Mr. Packard a call 
to the work of the Gospel ministry in 
this place" and '* Voted to give Mr. 
Packard one hundred pounds for a set- 
tlement amongst us, to be paid, if in 
time of war beef at one pound, forty 
shillings per hundred, or wheat at five 




COLD BROOK. 



Marks, Jesse Griffith, Josiah Davis, 
John Davis, Jr., Joseph Billings, Sam- 
uel Davis and Joseph Griffith. Phin- 
eas Smitli came soon afterwards, as 
also did Capt. Isaac Wheeler, who 
fought in the battle of Bennington. 
Captain Wheeler was a friend of 
Ethan Allen and as captain of militia 
assisted him in routing the New York- 
ers who claimed Vermont. 

The first town meeting of which 
there has been a record preserved, was 
held January 19, 1778, at the house of 
Elijah Alvord. William Mellen was 
chosen moderator and it was then ad- 
journed to January 26 at the house of 
Captain John Gibbs. At this meeting 
they ** Voted to continue Mr. Chapin 
to preach with us'* and ** chose Elijah 
Alvord, John Gibbs and Phineas 
Smith a committee to agree with Mr. 
Chapin." Chose Col. William Wil- 
liams, Capt. John Gibbs and Asa 
Haven a ** Committee to Regulate.'* 



shillings per bushel, or Rie at three 
shillings and 6 pence per bushel, or In- 
dian com at 3 shillings per bushel. If 
in time of peace, beef at one pound 
per hundred, or wheat at 4 shillings 
and 6 pence per bushel, or Rie at three 
shillings per bushel, or Indian com at 
2 shillings 6 pence per bushel. The 
above settlement to be paid, one-half at 
his ordination and the other half in one 
year after his ordination. Then * ' Voted 
to give Mr. Packard for his salary, thir- 
ty pounds for the first y«ar and to raise 
five pounds per year until it comes to 
be sixty-five pounds per year." They 
then ** Voted to give Mr. Packard his 
salary so long as he remains our regu- 
lar minister.'* With some modifica- 
tions the offer was accepted and Rev. 
Mr. Packard was the first settled min- 
ister. 

At a meeting held March 27, 1781, it 
was ** Voted that one silver dollar shall 
be accepted by the treasury in lieu of 



Heventy-two continental dollars for the 
last year's rates." (Taxes. ) 

May 1, 1780 they ** Voted to build a 
log meeting house 22 feet wide by 36 
feet long:" also ** Voted to build the 
same as near the center of the town as 
may be.** Captain Moore, Lieut. Waste 
and Thomas Haskell were chosen a 
committee to select the place and 
build the same.*' 

March 16, 1784 the town **Voted to 
accept a piece of land for a burying 
place that Capt. Chipman Swift and 
Levi Packard have this day made a 
present of to the town on condition that 
the town make and maintain a good 
fence around the same.** At a meet- 
ing held March 14, 1785, a committee 
of nine was elected to divide the town 
into school districts and the report 
was made and adopted at a town meet- 
ing held the following September. 

Previous to the erection of the old 
log meeting house the town meetings 
were held at the houses of different 
persons, but thereafter they were held 
in this meeting house or in a frame 
one, subsequently erected on the hill 
called the Congregational meeting 
house. The town meetings were re- 
moved by vote in 1833 to this village, 
then called **Mill Hollow.** 

At an adjourned town meeting held 
March 18, 1833, the following vote 
was passed: *'That the selectmen 
contract with Charles K. Field to 
build and complete a town house in 
Mill Hollow for the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars, to be paid to said Field 
on or before the first day of January, 
1834. The selectmen to require 
bonds for the completion of said 
house.*' They ** Voted to hold the 
next Freeman*s meeting in the town 
house in Mill Hollow.*' 

Stephen Presson and Dr. John Pul- 
sifer were merchants on the hill; 
also Col. Justus Gale, Boyd & Eddy, 
Russell Fitch, Gooding Lincoln 
and Freeman and Adna B. Childs, 
Adna Bangs, Samuel Thompson and 
Gooding Lincoln kept the hotel. 

For the foresroing article on the 
early history of the town we are very 
largely indebted to the comprehensive 
historical address delivered by Col. 
Kittredge Haskins at the reunion in 
1890. The facts and, with some ab- 
breviations and omissions, the word- 
ing are from his valuable article, 
without the use of which we could 
have accomplished little. 

pifst Buildings in Village. 

The first building in the present vil- 
lage was a wheelwright shop, erect- 
ed by Jonas Liscomb, where Mrs. Dr. 
Pettee afterwards lived until her 
house was burned. The first house 
was near-by on the site of the house 
now occupied by J. R. Mallory opposite 
the Vermont House. It was bought 
in 1832 by Maj. A. B. Childs. His 
daughter, Mrs. Mary Jane Thayer, of 
Springfield, bom that same year, was 
the pioneer baby. 

The first hotel was built by Capt. 
Gooding Lincoln, east of the wheel- 
wright shop. 
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Col. Haskins was nnable to find the 
exact date of the first mills. Records 
show that in 1782 Capt. Chipman 
Swift conveyed to John Buck a tract 
of land adjoining the Great Pond, 
**with full right to dam and flow the 
Great Pond." In 1788, John and 
Moses Buck conveyed this property to 
William and Benjamin Kay, said prop- 
erty being described as ** having two 
dwelling houses, a saw mill and grist 
mill standing thereon." 

In 1784, Samuel Ely deeded two 
mills to Abner Ely of Lyme, Conn. 
Richard Waste built the first mills in 
this village about 1828 on the west 
side of the river. 

The Good Old Times. 

The early settlers of Vermont were 
men and women of unusual courage 
and physical vigor, else they would 
never have braved the dangers and 
hardships of pioneer life, to make 
homes for themselves and their pos- 
terity from the stone bound forests. 
Wilmington did not suffer so severely 
from the dreaded Indian attacks as 
the Connecticut river towns to the 



lages on some hill near the geograph- 
ical center of the town. 

The first village of Wilmington was 
on the hill one half mile north of the 
present village, on land now owned by 
Fred B. Hubbard. * * Its meeting house, 
stores, tavern, shops, offices and dwell- 
ing houses, constituted quite a pre- 
tentious village to which the country 
all around paid tribute.'* 

The first settlers were compelled to 
carry their grain on their backs, and 
on horse back, twenty miles over the 
hills to Brattleboro, or down the river 
a much greater distance, until mills 
were erected here about 1784. 

The Di«t. 

Wild game and fish were then very 
abundant, and the scanty larder of the 
pioneer was replenished with these 
bounties of nature. The trusty rifle 
and fishing rod were in frequent use 
and kept conveniently suspended near 
the kitchen fireplace. 

The diet was plain but usually 
wholesome and nutritious. Rye and 
Indian bread, baked in the brick oven, 
potatoes roasted in the hot coals in the 




LOGGING SCENE IN WINTER. 



southeast, but the rigorous climate 
was an adequately severe test of forti- 
tude. 

The roads at first consisted of rough 
foot paths through the woods, marked 
by blazed trees. The only alternative 
was the iMurtial use of the Deerfield by 
canoe in the summer and on the ice in 
the winter. 

The earliest settlements were made 
on the hills for the obvious reason that 
the land was better fitted to bear good 
crops of hay, potatoes, com and En- 
glish grain, their main dependence for 
the support of their families, than the 
valley lands which were then swamps. 
Discovery of approaching enemies was 
quicker and surer from the higher 
points, and the roads much more eas- 
ily and cheaply constructed : hence the 
roads were made directly over the hills 
for the immediate convenience of the 
first pioneers. 

The first villages of Wilmington, 
Whitingham, Newfane and Rocking- 
ham were built without, apparently, 
the slightest regard for the facilities 
for water power as it was the policy 
of the town fathers to locate the vil- 



fireplace and some kind of meat or 
fish, with perhaps barley coffee consti- 
tuted the morning meal; a vegetable 
soup \Yith pumpkin and milk filled the 
bill for dinner ; while ' * bean porridge 
hot, bean porridge cold, bean porridge 
best at nine days old," was the main- 
stay for supper. Of course the diet 
varied much in different places and in 
different families, but such was the 
bill of fare, coarse though usually 
abundant, on which our forefathers 
reared their hardy and numerous off- 
spring. 

Appavei and Customs. 

The spinning-wheel was in every 
kitchen, and its busy hum was heard 
from dawn till dark. The men and 
women alike wore garments of home- 
spun woolen in the winter, and home- 
spun tow and linen in the summer. 

There was very little money in cir- 
culation, and for the period during and 
immediately after the Revolution, it 
was principally the depreciated and 
almost worthless continental ''shin 
plasters." The families were com- 
pelled to live largely within their own 



resources, bartering their pot and 
pearl ashes and perhaps a little wheat, 
beef and pork for the prime necessities 
of West Indian rum, molasses, codfish 
and tobacco. 

Their labor was of the hardest. 
The forests were to be felled and the 
great bodies of the trees hauled into 
log heaps and burned, for the manu- 
facture of pot and pearl ashes; the 
land cleared, the log cabins and bams 
built; the roads constructed, and 
meanwhile the growing families must 
be fed and clothed. 

The drinking habit was universal, 
but the drink was the **pure quill,*' 
home made potato whiskey. New Eng- 
land and West Indian rum unmixed 
with river water, or the villianous 
compounds of to-day. It required, as 
the early church books show, a good 
consignment of rum to help raise a 
meeting house, and if a parishioner 
happened to be out of a supply when 
the parson called, an apology was 
made, and a boy dispatched posthaste 
to the store after it. 

Early in the century orchards were 
planted, and after the war of 1812, 
cider began to be made in large quan- 
tities. To an extent it took the place 
of the stronger stimulant. The Wash- 
ingtonian movement which swept over 
the country in the early thirties, ap- 
pealed to the reason and conscience of 
the people, and restrictive temperance 
legislation followed a decade or two 
later. 

Sosial Customs. 

Our ancestors* hospitality was of 
the rough and ready sort. The con- 
ventionalities of life were in a crude 
state. Pleasure and work were com- 
bined. 

There were logging and husking 
bees, apple parings, quil tings and best 
of all, raisings. The houses and bams 
were framed of big timbers, heavy 
and scored — it took twenty strong 
men with the **He-o-heavi-er up" of 
the boss carpenter to raise a hefty 
bent. Once up, the work done, the 
social part came into play. There 
were long tables loaded with pies and 
doughnuts, raised cake if the women 
folks were ambitious — apples and 
cider — rum in plenty — the function 
closed with a game of forfeits. 

Help was scarce and hardly to be 
had for the hire, so that neighbors 
worked together. There is a story 
told of a man on the Whitingham road 
whose profanity was famous in the 
valley. One Sunday the neighbors 
came to help him get in his logs — he 
kissed his young wife and child, 
shouted to the oxen as they started 
down hill with the load, and turned 
with a laughing oath, tripped and fell 
under the runners of the heavy bob. 
Sunday logging bees were abolished 
and profanity received a superstitious 
check. 

The huskings and coon hunts of 
October evenings were "high old 
times " and when the June training 
called out the militia, the tables were 
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loaded with baked beans, big red 
doughnnts, ginger bread and** 'lection 
cake.** Hilarity ruled the hour and 
the town was resplendent with a halo 
of military glory. 

The spelling school had its social as 
well as educational uses, and the 
qniltings — well, the reporter was not 
admitted for no male but the minister 
was allowed. These comments on old 
times in Wilmington are also in some 
respects applicable to the entire period 
before the civil war. 

The I^evolution. 

The early records show that Wil- 
mington was well represented in the 
pariot armies and that Col. William 
Williams was the master spirit and 
leader in those ** times that tried men*s 
souls." 

Wilmington was represented at the 
various conventions — at Westminster 
Court House, January 11, 1779, by 
Elijah Alvord and John Gibbs ; at the 
Windsor convention a year later, 
where the name of Vermont was adopt- 
ed, by William Mellen, and again July 
2ud to 8th, 1777 by Col. William Wil- 
liams, who also represented the town 
at the General Assembly in 1779-80. 

It was at the convention at Windsor 
in 1877, that Col. Williams, together 
with Col. Joseph Marsh and Col. 
Timothy Brownson, were appointed 
contractors for the purpose of procur- 
ing arms for the state, with authority 
to give security for the same in behalf 
of the state and were also empowered 
to borrow if necessary, a sum of money 
not exceeding four thousand pounds, 
in the name of the state. It was at 
this convention, during one of the 
most terrific thunder storms that ever 
visited that section, t{iat the first 
Constitution of the new state of Ver- 
mont was adopted. This was a most 
momentous occasion, for events were 
rapidly shaping themselves which 
were pregnant with the destinies of 
the new state and of the nation. 

Burgoyne was pushing on toward 
Saratoga. Ticonderoga was evacuated 
July 6, the little garrison joining the 
American forces at Hubbard ton 
Early in the morning of the 7th the 
battle of Hubbardton was fought, 
which resulted in the defeat of Col- 
onel Seth Warner, who was pursued 
southward by Colonel Baum. 

The state was in imminent peril of 
invasion by a horde of British. Indians 
and Tories. Burgoyne issued in- 
structions to Lieut. Col. Baum, direct- 
ing him to **try the affections of the 
country, disconcert the councils of 
the enemy and obtain large supplies of 
cattle, horses and carriages.*' Making 
Manchester a center, Baum was order- 
ed to detach the Indians and light 
troops to the north towards Otter 
Creek; **0n their return and also re- 
ceiving intelligence that no enemy is 
in force upon the Connecticut river, 
you will proceed by the road over the 
mountains to Rockingham, where you 
will take post. This will be the most 
difficult part of the expedition and 



must be proceeded upon with caution, 
as you will have the defile of the 
mountains behind you. which might 
make a retreat difficult. You must 
therefore endeavor to be well inform- 
ed of the force of the enemy's militia 
in the neighboring country. Should 
you find it may be effected, you are to 
remain there while the Indians and 
light troops are detached up the river 
and you are afterwards to descend the 
river to Brattleborough and from that 
place, by the quickest march, you are 
to return by the Great Road to Al- 
bany.** 

If this plan had materialized the in- 
vading column would have passed on 
their return through Marlboro and 
Wilmington, across the Deerfield river 
and over the mountains by Readsboro 
to Bennington by way of the **old 
military road." Fortunately the time- 
ly arrival of the Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire troops, and their 
junction with the Green Mountain 
Boys resulted in the decisive victory 
of Bennington, which not only frus- 



nington and Brattleboro, in 1828, 
largely through the instrumentality 
of Hon. Chas. K. Field, a leading law- 
yer. The road passed through the 
present village, then called Mill Hol- 
low. Two or three stores were soon 
built, and in 1833, by vote of the 
town the town meetings were held 
there thus assuring its stability. 

The Civil IXXslp. 

Volumes might be written on this 
interesting topic, where the limita- 
tions of space confine us to a few par- 
agraphs. The patriotism of mountain- 
eers is proverbial and Wilmington 
was not slow to feel the generous en- 
thusiasm of the hour but did well her 
part in that momentous conflict. 

A war meeting was held at the 
town hall April 22nd, 1865, and 
another a week later, which gave ex- 
pression to the patriotic fervor of the 
citizens. From time to time the 
town voted liberal bounties for volun- 
teers. 

Soldiers from Wilmington served in 




THE OLD AVERILL TAVERN— BUILT IN 1820. 



trated Banm*s proposed invasion, but 
checked the hitherto victorious pro- 
gress of Burgoyne. **Col. Williams 
commanded a regiment at that battle 
and with him fought many of the 
hardy yeomanry of this town.*' 

He distinguished himself by great 
gallantry on that occasion and em- 
phasized his former prestige as the 
most able and daring military leader 
of the pioneers of the Deerfield val- 
ley. 

middla PaPiod. 
Probably the most important event 
of the middle period was the removal 
of the seat of business from the old 
hill village, or rather the removal of 
the entire village to its present site. 
The initial movement which led up to 
this event was the construction of a 
government highway between Ben- 



nearly every Vermont regiment as fol- 
lows. : Second regiment, 8 ; Third 
regiment, 2; Fourth regiment, 25; 
Fifth regiment, 1 ; Seventh regiment, 
2 ; Eighth regiment 19 ; Ninth regi- 
ment, 9 ; Eleventh regiment. 18; Six- 
teenth regiment, 32 ; Seventeenth reg- 
iment, 4; First Vermont Cavalry, 5; 
Second regiment Sharpshooters, 1. 

In all 126 men were furnished, of 
whom more than two- thirds served 
in the Fourth, the Eighth, the 
Eleventh and the Sixteenth regiments. 

In other words, one- tenth of the en- 
tire population fought in the war for 
the Union. 

General t^evieuu. 

The course of events in Wilmington 
has been similar to that of many in- 
terior Vermont towns. Its history is 
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naturally divided into four periods: 
First^ — The Pioneer period which ends 
with the the 18th century. Second — 
Period of agricultural growth and de- 
velopment, beginning with the 19th 
century and ending soon after the civil 
war. Third — Was the period of com- 
petition with the West and agricult- 
ural depression from 1865 to 1888, 
Fourth — The past twelve years, a 
period of great progress and improve- 
ment. 

The first division saw the strug- 
gle for a bare existence. There 
were the crude beginnings of homes, 
highways and education. 

Durinj? the second and longest 
period, of nearly seventy years, much 
was accomplished — frame buildings 
were put up, school districts establish- 
ed and churches, stores, mills and 
permanent bridges built. Wilmington 
became a great cattle center. Farmers 
for miles around came to the fairs to see 
and buy good stock, while a yoke of 
** Wilmington oxen" w^as equivalent to 
the modern blue ribbon of the horse 
show. During this time the small 
mechanical trades flourished. Wil- 
mington was the hive, from which 
swarms of eager spirits set out to seek 
fortune in the growing cities of Bos- 
ton, Brooklyn and New York as well 
as the gold fields of the West. These 
movements kept the pojmlation at a 
stationarA-, or declining i)oint. 



The twenty odd years of the third 
period immediately after the war, 
were marked at first by a much more 
expensive standard of living, as well 
as inflated prices of real and personal 
estate on the Greenback basis, which 
was followed in the late seventies by 
a severe contraction of prices especial- 
ly of back farms. The decade from 
'78 to *88 was one of abandonment of 
farms and a tendency to retrogression. 

The fourth period of the past twelve 
years is signalized by the most import- 
ant improvements in Wilmington. 

In 1886 the co-operative creamery 
was established, stimulating the dairy 
interests ; the Grange took on a new 
lease of life ; trade began to improve. 

The Deerfield Valley Times was 
founded in 1888 by F. L. Stetson. 

The hotel at Lake Raponda opened 
Wilmington to summer visitors in 

1889. It was enlarged in '92 and 
burned to the ground in the winter of 
'96. 

The new hotel at Lake Raponda was 
started in 1899 by H. W. Steams and 
completed in 1900. 

The Forest and Stream Club was 
formed as a result of the Reunion in 

1890, and their house opened in 1891. 
In 1891 the town bonded for $32,000 

to the H. T. & W. R. R. Co. to secure 
railroad facilities. The first loco- 
motive entered W^ilmington in Novem- 
ber of the same year. 



The erection of the saw and pulp 
mills at Mountain Mills and the de- 
velopment of the great timber re- 
sources by the Newton Bros, has 
galvanized every branch of industry 
with new life and vigor. 

In 1894 the electric light plant was 
put in and kerosene street lamps 
abolished. 

The substantial and convenient 
High School building was completed 
in 1899. It has four departments; 
primary, intermediate, grammar and 
high. A kindergarten is greatly de- 
sired and needed. 

The next need is a Public Library 
building. In 1894 the legislature 
passed an ^ct donating $100 to start a 
public library provided the towns- 
people pledged a like amount. The 
free library was opened in 1895, in the 
rear of the former postoffice, was after- 
ward moved to the town hall and is 
now in the new postoffice. Books are 
accumulating rapidly and the library 
privileges should be enjoyed daily 
rather than semi- weekly. 

What public spirited person will 
start the fund for a building that will 
be a credit and source of pride to the 
town of Wilmington, and a fitting 
monument to the century's progress. 
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OllSITORS always carry away with 
•^ them a lasting sense of the in- 
effable charm of onr town. Its size is 
not impressive. There are probably 
less than one hundred dwellings and not 
more than five hundred people resident 
in the village, yet we find here all the 
resources, conveniences and appoint- 
ments of large towns, with the single 
exception of large mannfactnries, for 
Mountain Mills is two miles sonth, 



though the chair stock plant of the 
Wilmington Qrain and Lumber Com- 
pany is within the village limits* just 
above the residence and business sec- 
tion. This is a distinct advantage as 
the village is not disturbed by the 
noise and dust of machinery, yet en- 
joys the trade and activity of a manu- 
facturing center. 

The village is pleasantly located not 
far from the center of the town, wind- 
ing along both sides of the Deerfield 
river. There are two streets running 
nearly at right angles — East and West 
Main street, North and South River 
street. At the end of North River 
street is the W. G. & L. mill, at the 
south end, the railroad station, grain 
stores and grist mill. The junction 
of the streets is bounded by four 
distinctive buildings: North, the 
drug store, south, O. O. Ware's gen- 
eral store; east, the town hall and 
south, the Wilmington Savings Bank. 
Grouped about the center are the four 
churches, postoffice, Times building, 
Deerfield River Company and Hoosac 
Tunnel and Wilmington Railroad 
ofiQces and the general and special 
stores. 



Trade is active and competition 
stirring in every line. There are two 
grain stores, two large general stores, 
two meat markets, two milliners, two 
painters, two saw mills, two black- 
smith shops, two jewelry stocks. We 
also have a grocery store, drug store, 
barber shop, tin and hardware shop, a 
coal and wood depot, general clothing 
and shoe store, an insurance office, an 
undertaker, a lawyer, a photographer 
and a printing office and bicycle shop. 
The electric light plant is not the least 
of our blessings. 

Wilmington possesses exceptional 
advantages as a trade center. It is 
the focus of a rich farming commun- 
ity and is twenty miles from any large 
town. As the H. T. & W. R. R. ter- 
minus it is the shipping and distribut- 
ing point, not only for the immense 
lumber interests of the Deerfield 
River Co., but for the agricultural 
products of half a dozen surrounding 
towns. 

There is reasonable probability that 
the town will enjoy these advantages 
in an increasing degree. Given a Pub- 
lic Library and a Public Park our 
chances of good and happiness would 
be sure. 

The material prosperity of the town 
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is not its most impressive quality to a 
stranger. It is the beauty and oharm 
of its natural setting, its varied and 
delightful scenery, well established 
institutions, the good fellowship of 
its citizens. 

The village is a model of taste and 
neatness, with a few exceptions, 
which we hope will soon be eradicated. 

From various points of Main street 
the towering form of Haystack looms 
up against the western horizon at a 
distance of four miles, which gives a 
good perspective. The surrounding 
hills in every direction are dotted with 
thrifty homesteads and crowned with 
forests of majestic maples. 

In this industrial age we are prone 
to gauge everything by the grosser 
standards of dollars, yards and bush- 
els. But there is a higher conception, 
a truer criterion, that takes note of 
the scope and influence of social, in- 
tellectual and moral forces. Consid- 
ered from this standpoint, with refer- 
ence to the moral status, the social 
gifts and the harmony of good fellow- 
ship and public spirit, Wilmington 
outranks almost any other small New 
England town. Her hotel is conduct- 
ed on a high plane of morality and 
hospitality, her bank is one of the 
strongest in the state, her newspaper 
is clean, newsy and up-to-date. The 



four churches representing different 
phases of religious belief, unite in 
conserving public morals; the social 
and literary institutions unify and 
crystalize public sentiment, while the 
new High Schoul, more thoroughly 
graded and in closer touch with the 
other public schools of the town, is, 
under the present able management, 
laying broad and deep, the founda- 
tions of future intelligent and con- 
scientious citizenship. 

Why is Wilmington so small ? Her 
sons and daughters are found as 
hustling pioneers on Western prairies 
and in the crowded marts of our cities. 

She has sent out enough lawyers 
to supply a state and they possess the 
push and aggressiveness of the pld 
Green Mountain stock. Her sons to- 
day, largely control the baker*s trade 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. When her sous 
and daughters return to exchange con- 
gratulations, renew old associations 
and pledge again their allegiance to 
the mother town, it will be to them 
a source of pleasure to realize that the 
electric touch of modern progress is 
quickening the pulse of social and bus- 
iness life, that the old town is ** re- 
newing its youth like the eagles/' and 
is moving with confident step over the 
threshold of the new century, prepar- 
ed to realize and enjoy the privileges 



and opportunities of 
future. 



tne untried 



As a SammeiT t^esoirt. 

The crisp, dry, exhilerating air and 
pure spring water are to Wilmington 
two very strong factors in the bid for 
summer custom. We fare better than 
some Massachusetts towns of twice 
the size with our electric light plant 
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and well sprinkled streets. 

The Vermont House in thw village 
proper ranks high, its cuisine is excel- 
lent and all the appointments are con- 
venient and spotlessly clean. 

The days of the old hotel at Lake 
Rapouda knew such guests as ex-Pres. 
Hayes, Mary Howe-Lavin and Rud- 
yard Kipling and the new and commo- 
dious hotel with its boating and bath- 
inu facilities will surely have as desir- 
able paT'^nat^e. A marked feature of 
' he spot is the cottaore life enjoyed by 
many families in the attractive little 
homes on the shores of Lake Raponda. 

The committee who chose the site 
for the Forest <& Stream Club house 
had rare judgment. In the back- 
ground rises Haystack ; the buildings 
are on a slight elevation some distance 
from the main road and the approach 
is a rising avenue through a long arch 
of fine, large maples. The natural 
advantages are such that there are al- 
ready two nine hole golf courses and 
this season will doubtless see a com- 
plete course for the men. The mem- 
bers, who are from the large cities, 



find Wilmington a very haven of rest 
and pleasure. 

Many of the farmers receive board- 
ers and perhaps this mode of vacation 
is the best and healthiest of all, for 
the well kept farms of Wilmington are 
a joy and a delight. 

Beside these public resorts there are 
four private summer residences : Bea- 
ver Brook. Maplehurst, Riverview 
Cottage and Chez-nous at the High- 
lands, as a beginning of the summer 
colony we should have. 

JSlatuiral Featuires. 

Wilmington lies in the lovely valley 
that winds about the Deerfield River 
and its branches. The east is bound 
by the Hogback ridge that holds Ra- 
ponda Lake ; to the west rises grand 
old Haystack and the range over 
which it holds court. Spruce and 
hemlock, with some hard wood, cover 
the mountains, while the hills bear 
the maple orchards that give Wilming- 
ton precedence in the sugar market. 



H^ystaek flountaiti. 

No visit to Wilmington is complete 
without a view from the top of Hay- 
stack, the highest peak in southern 
Vermont. It is 3265 feet above sea 
level and lies about four miles from 
the village center. 

The path up the mountain is easy 
climbing until the last half mile 
where it is steep and rocky. About 
2600 feet up is a notch like the orater 
of an extinct volcano, which is filled 
with water, covering an area of one 
hundred acres. Sylvan Lake, as it is 
called, is fed entirly by springs which 
may account for the popular fallacy 
that no fish can live in its icy depths. 
The bottom has not been sounded, 
even at 160 feet. 

The Didves. 

The drives through the valley are of 
unusual range and pleasure. There 
are many excellent roads leading in 
all directions to adjoining towns. 
These roadu are fit for the wheel, as 
the soil is a strong loam and sand is 
almost unknown here. A visitor may 
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take a different route every day for 
weeks and then not fully compass the 
outlying country. 

A peculiar and delightful character- 
istic of some of the drives is the ever- 
varying scenery; now by the side of 
beautiful ponds of water, now through 
shady groves and past pleasant farms, 
then by the side of the laughing 
brooks leaping from rock to rock on 
their joyous way to the river. Anon 
over high hills which command a 
magnificent panorama of mountain 
and vallev, forest, village and farm. 

One of the most popular drives is up 
the E&«(t branch of the Deerfield on a 
well kept, slifirhtly ascending road for 
a distance of nine or ten miles. Six 
miles out is the little mountain village 
of West Dover with its environment 
of well kept farms, pleasant pastures 
and contented cattle. 

Another lovely drive is down the 
Deerfield river over the hill to the 
south, from which can be seen the 
most beautiful panoramic view of 
Wilmington, showing every building 
with the distant background of the 
Green mountains. Following the river 
for a distance of ten miles through the 
ever changing scenery, one arrives at 
Readsboro. 

Another pleasant drive is to Sadawga, 
a neat little village seven miles dis- 
tant, where one may go boating or 
fisl:ing on Sadawga pond where the 
Floating Island lies. Directly in front 
of the hotel is the noted Sadawga 
Mineral Spring which is visited by 
many for its curative qualities. 

The Cold Brook drive is unique in 



its quiet, lowland beauty. 

Higley Hill is the route par excel- 
lence. Along the very apex of a high 
ridge we have line upon line of moun- 
tain ranges to the east ; the farthest, 
faintest and bluest of all are the White 
Mountains, while on the West rises 
abruptly, omnipresent Haystack. 

A few days after the view of Hay- 
stack *8 eastern front from Higley Hill 
we start in quest of the western slope. 
Out around the mill pond, through 
Searsburg to the Bennington road, 
where nearly at the lop of the moun- 
tain we turn off on the old North 
Adams highway along the side of the 
hills. Here we seem almost on a level 
with the King and look down on the 
hills about. If you are so fortunate 
as to take this drive during a sun- 
shower there will be a wouderous 
rain bow far below, on the hill tops. 
We now have the west exposure of 
Haystack but the view is more con- 
tracted — as it were, in one focus. At 
the point of vision the smoke stack of 
Mountain Mills outlines the glinting 
water of the big pond. 

Rgpieuitupe. 

Has been and must continue to be 
the backbone of business in Wilming- 
ton. 

The Deerfield with its tributaries 
affords a well cultivated tract of rich 
interval and meadow, extending 
through the town from north to souih. 
Excepting the Haystack range and 
Hogback, the hills are not abrupt and 
precipitnns. but consist of broad swells 
of strong loam, where many of the 



best farms in town are located. 

Practically all of the butter product 
of the town goes to the creamery, a 
very economical feature, as it reduces 
the expense of collecting the cream 
and making the butter to a minimum. 

Many of the farmers have silos, but 
dairying and sugar making are the 
legs with which farming travels in 
Wilmington to-day. 

The sale of beef, pork, veal, mutton 
and eggs are also important features, 
and good crops of potatoes are raised. 

Wilmington has been noted for two 
generations, for the excellence of its 
short horn Durham cattle. 

For nearly half a century the 
Annual Town Fair at Wilmington was 
a great event, bringing together a re- 
markable display of cattle and large 
crowds of people from distant and 
surrounding towns. 

The comparison of the farming of 
to-day with that of the past is a 
mooted question. 

There is no doubt that during and 
f4»ll>v. iuK the Civil War, with the 
high prices on the Greenback basis, 
farming was much more profitable 
than it is to-day. It may also be true 
that there was a period before the 
war, before cheap freight rates had 
brought sharp western competition, 
that the farmers with their large 
families, doing for the most part their 
own work, and practicing a much 
closer economy of living expenses 
than now, saved more money than at 
present. They worked harder and 
longer, had less machinery and fewer 
of the luxuries, now esteemed necessi- 
ties, of life. 
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Fanning machinery, the top buggy, 
musical instruments, magazines and 
newspapers, the telephone and the 
railroad are factors which make life 
easier and more enjoyable, and while 
they have come to stay, they cost 
something. 

The roads and bridges, bams, houses, 
fences, carriages and farm implements 
are better than ever before. While 
there is less beef raised now than 
twenty-five years or more ago, the 
product is larger and better priced. 
The western competition between '80 
and '95 was so severe as to threaten 
the ruin of the business of raising 
beef cattle in the east. 

Never in the past have the farmers 
realized as large returns for their but- 
ter per cow, or in the aggregate and 
with as little labor than at the present 
time. 

The crop of maple sugar for the 
past two years has been much below 



equal extent that rivals Wilmington 
in the production of maple syrup. 
The writer has visited the great sugar- 
ing section of Lamoille county, in the 
towns of Fletcher, Cambridge and 
Stowe, around the base of Mt. Mans- 
field, and while the latter section con- 
tains many extensive groves, they 
are not so widely distributed as in 
Wilmington. 

There is hardly a farm in town 
that does not possess a good maple 
sugar grove of several hundred trees, 
and nearly every farmer utilizes this 
source of profit. The groves are re- 
markably free from underbrush and 
soft wood timber, and usually form a 
part of the pasture, being most favor- 
able conditions both as to quality and 
quantity of product. 

Probably the largest sugar makers 
in town are P. Haynes & Son with 
their four farms and nearly 5,000 
buckets. Frank E. Ray, grizzled 
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the average on account of the short 
sap runs, but the prices have been 
better. 

The vmter, after traveling through 
all parts of the town, conversing free- 
ly with scores of farmers and after 
consulting with listers and elderly 
citizens, concludes that more than 
three fourths of the farms are free 
from incumbrance, and that thp 
general average of comfort, prosperity 
and intelligence among the farmers is 
higher that ever before. Many partly 
abandoned farms have been occupied 
within the past few years, and there 
are a few others pleasantly situated 
that offer an inducement to the invest- 
ment of capital. 

The Maple Sugar Industry, 

One of the crowning natural beau- 
ties of Wilmington is the hills clad 
with groves of majestic maples. At 
the same time it forms one of the 
most important sources of revenue to 
the farmers. Probably nowhere in 
this country, can be found a place of 



veteran of the civil war ; hunter, trap- 
per, and extensive fur buyer, who 
owns a large farm on Ray Hill one 
mile west of the village, with sugar 
places aggregating 3,500 buckets. 
Another large sugar maker is A. D. 
Howe, on the meadow farm with the 
large elms, who taps more than 3,000 
trees. But what we wish to empha- 
size in this connection is not so much 
the quantity, immense as it is, but the 
superior quality of the Wilmington 
product. 

The buckets are usually painted in- 
side and out and are kept scrupulously 
clean. 

An evaporator is used which enables 
the sugar maker to draw off his syrup 
at frequent intervals. These evapo- 
rators or huge pans, from 10 to 15 ft. 
long by 3 1-2 to 5 ft. wide, are placed 
on brick or iron arches under which is 
kept a roaring fire. During a big 
run of sap they boil day and night. 
These pans are connected with the big 
supply tanks by a rubber tube with an 
automatic regulator, which controls 
the flow of the sap according to the heat 



of the fire. After flowing through 
numberless corrugations the sap is 
drawn off at the other end as syrup. 

This method insures the production 
of a syrup almost as transparent as 
water, of a light color and most de- 
lightful and delicate flavor. This 
acme of perfection can only be at- 
tained by the most scrupulous atten- 
tion to details: the use of closed 
spouts, frequent gatherings, immediate 
boiling and repeated straining. 

Many of the makers have adjustable 
covers for their buckets, thus exclud- 
ing sunlight as well as rain or snow. 

A large share of the maple product 
in Wilmington is put up in the form 
of maple syrup, weighing about eleven 
pounds to the gallon, either in bulk or 
in sealed cans. 

While many of the farmers are se- 
curing good prices, from 80 cts. to 
$1.00 or more per gallon, from special 
customers who appreciate and are 
willing to pav for the pure maple 
sweet, some are not so fortunate and 
have to compete with the sacherine 
compounds that the sugar makers or 
mixers of Boston, New York and 
Chicago impose upon the unsuspecting 
public under the guise of *' Pure Ver- 
mont Maple Syrup." 

This is a case that calls for concert- 
ed action on the part of the farmers 
and merchants of Vermont. Beside 
being a prolific source of profit, these 
groves of thickly leaved maples con 
serve the rain-fall, prevent the drying 
of the springs and constitute one of the 
most beautiful features in our land- 
scape. They should not be sacrificed 
to the demand for ' * hard wood tim- 
ber." 

National legislation on ttie adultera- 
tion of butter must be followed by 
penal legislation forbidding the sale of 
spurious compounds under the name 
of maple syrup. 

Unless you know your dealer per- 
sonally and can trust his guarantee of 
the maker, ten to one you are to-day 
buying a miserable compound of 
brow^ sugar for the pure maple syrup. 

Public Schools. 

Wilmington has a system of public 
schools which compares favorably with 
that of any town in the state. The 
townspeople are practically interested 
in education, and support their schools 
with generosity. 

The town system of schools super- 
ceded the old district system in 1893, 
and whatever may have been the ad- 
vantages of the well known **deestrict 
schools," there is no doubt that a cen- 
tral control and a uniform plan of 
work for all the schools gives far 
greater satisfaction in every particu- 
lar. 

About four years ago a carefully 
(Traded system was introduced into all 
the schools providing for nine grades 
under the high school. The course of 
study now in operation provides for as 
liberal an education as can be obtained 
in any school outside of large towns 
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and cities ; it gives a thorough prepar- 
ation for active life-work. System- 
atic practice in drawing and singing 
rounds out the more prosaic work, 
while the study of nature in the forms 
of natural scenery, birds and plants is 
actively followed. The people of 
Wilmington intend to have their 
schools well equipped with all the 
modem appliances, and steps are being 
taken in that direction. The books 
used are of the most recent publica- 
tion, and the approved modern 
methods have been adopted. Efficient 
teachers are engaged and retained, the 
value of experience and knowledge of 
the school being fully recognized. 

The tendency of the schooln of the 
town is toward consolidation. During 
the past year two of the outlying 
schools have been discontinued, one 
being merged with the village school, 
by the transportation of scholars. 
Consolidation has the effect of giving 



trained teacher, has been doing very 
successful work with the primary 
grade. 

Mrs. Geo. Barber, a teacher of long 
and competent experience, is in charge 
of the intermediate room. The gram- 
mar school teacher, Miss Emma Cla- 
hane, a graduate of the Bridgewater 
(Mass. ) Normal School, has met with 
great success in her work. ^ 

The high school is now in its fourth 
year. This year a definite course of 
study has been instituted under the 
capable direction of the present teach- 
er, Mr. Lob ban, leading to graduation 
in three years, with opportunity for a 
fourth year of advanced work. There 
are two courses, Latin-English, giv- 
ing preparation for college, and Eng- 
lish-Scientific. The course includes 
all of the studies that are usually 
taken up in a high school. The equip- 
ment of text books is complete, while 
a library of reference books is being 




JAMES A. LOBBAN. 




NEW HIGH SCHOOL — ERECTED 1899. 



the interest that comes from larger 
classes. At present there are seven 
schools in operation in addition to 
that in the village, the total attend- 
ance being about 250. 

The new High School building was 
dedicated in the fall of 1899. It i^ on 
the site of the old fair ground, giving 
plenty of play room for the scholars. 
The grounds about the building have 
been well graded and trees set out to 
line the sides of the approaching ave- 
nue. The building is imposing and 
commodious, containing four recitation 
rooms, a large assembly hall, and 
roomy entrance halls. The basement, 
which also contains the furnaces, has 
been fitted up into two large play 
rooms for the boys and the girls. The 
system of heating and ventilation is 
perfect. 

On the first floor are the primary, 
intermediate and grammar rooms ; on 
the second floor are the high school 
room and the assembly hall. Miss 
Linda Douglas, an experienced and 



rapidly acquired. The school owns a 
valuable Bausch and Lomb compound 
microscope, which is as good as any 
used in college work, and whi^h rend- 
ers more effective the work in 
zoology and botany. Laboratory work 
is done in connection with the courses 
in natural sciences. Work in rhetori- 
cals is regularly carried on in connec- 
tion with the English. The two 
courses of the curirculum include work 
in English and Latin extending over 
three or four years, two years in 
French, civil government, zoology, 
botany, physical geography, physics, 
astronomy, English history, ancient, 
mediaeval and modem history, alge- 
bra, geometry, business arithmetic 
and book-keeping. 

Wilmington may very well be grati- 
fied with the present efficacy of her 
schools which is in a great measure 
due to tne ability and enthusiasm that 
Mr. Lobban brings to his work. 



tJatnes A. Iiobban. 

James A. Lobban is the principal 
of the Wilmington High School and 
superintendent of the town schools. 

He was born in Scotland, and came to 
this country at seven years of age. 
His home since that time has been in 
Milton, Mass., where he prepared for 
college at the high school. Mr. 
Lobban worked his way through Mid- 
dlebury college, graduating in 1898, 
with the degree of A. B. as Valedic- 
torian of his class. The next year he 
took a post-graduate course in English 
at Harvard and there received the de- 
gree of A. M. He began his work as 
principal of the Wilmington High 
School in September, 1899. Mr. Lob- 
ban is doing earnest and thorough 
work in grading the schools of the 
town, with a view of the ultimate 
reception of the more advanced 
students into the high school. He 
possesses the unreserved esteem and 
confidence of directors, teachers and 
pupils. 

The Religious Societies. 

There are more churches than we 
can adequately support by virtue of 
members or money. 

Each of the four societies, Congre- 
firationalist, Methodist, Baptist and 
Universalist, have good buildings for 
worship that are seldom if ever, two- 
thirds filled. 

The oldest and probably numerical- 
ly and financially the strongest, is the 
Congregational society. As the early 
settlers were from Massachusetts this 
faith predominated. Ministers were 
settled by vote of the town and their 
salanes raised by tax rates as were 
other town expenses, though not 
without a strong protest on the part 
of dissenters from the prevailing 
faith. As a result, a law was enacted 
exempting such persons from payment 
upon finding proof in the town clerk's 
office that they believed in and contri- 
buted to the support of some other 
creed than that of the *' standing 
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order." This law was the saviuf? 
clause which prevented a nominal 
anion of church and state which has 
been such a fruitful source of evil in 
other countries. 

Yet it is probably true that when 
the first settlers began to support 
preaching it could not have been main- 
tained save by regular taxation, as 
were the other public institutions 

During the past few years especial- 
ly, there has been a clo<*er bond of 
union between the different churches. 
The pastors work in harmony, em- 
phasizing the points on which they 
agree and saying but little upon non- 



whatever may be the creed, seeks to 72, the Sunday school has an average 

apply the principles taught by the attendance of about 30. There is also 

Master for the higliest well-being of a flourishing Y. P. S. C. E. and a most 

man, individually and collectively. efficient volunteer choir. 



The Congitegational dnuveln. 



t^ev. William A. Estabfook. 
Rev. William A. Estabrook has vin- 

selection 



The Congregational church was 
organized in 1780 by Thomas Haskell, dicated the wisdom of his 
Edward and Nathan Foster, Perez 
Swift and others. 

The log meeting house was erected 
by vote of the town, probably in the 
summer of 1780 or the next spring. 
Rev. Winslow Packard, the first set- 
tled minister, officiated from 1781 to 
1784. From that to the present time 




CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 



essential points of doctrine where they 
may disagree. The feeling is more 
and more prevalent that each is need- 
ed to do its own work and that the 
work of each helps rather than 
hinders that of the others. The trend 
of modem thought toward the creed 
of the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man has for its corol- 
lary, true toleration for the opinions 
of others and a willingness to work 
with them, perhaps on different lines, 
but for a common good. The Gospel, 
as preached in our churches to-rtay, 



twenty-six different clergymen have 
filled this pulpit for terms of service 
varying from one to nine years. The 
present house of worship was erected 
in 1887 and rebuilt in 1883. It is an 
attractive structure of good size, con- 
veniently appointed. 

Under the able and conscientious 
guidance of Rev. William A. Esta- 
brook for the past seven years, the 
membership has grown in number and 
the spirit of religious tolerance has 
broadened. 

The church membership numbers 




REV. WM. A. ESTABROOK. 
and settlement in Wilmington by 
seven years of faithful and efficient ser- 
vice. He was bom in Stratton, Vt, 
in 1863. In 1873 the family moved to 
West Dover, where his father, H. W. 
Estabrook, now resides. W^hen nine- 
teen years old he studied for one term 
at Leland and Gray Seminary. Three 
years at the Lebanon High School was 
supplemented by a two years acad- 
emic course at the Tilton, N. H., 
Seminary, where he worked his way 
through by taking care of the build- 
ing as janitor and by teaching school 
for two terms. 

Afterwards he took the three years 
course at the Hartford Theological 
School, graduating in 1893. While 
there he preached eis a *' supply" dur- 
ing one vacation at Wilmington and 
West Dover; the last vacation at 
Weathersfield, where, in June 1893, he 
married Lucretia E., daughter of the 
late Charles Warren. 

In August of the same year he set- 
tled in Wilmington, having been called 
by the Congregational society, which 
pastorate he now holds. Mr. Esta- 
brook has organized a Sunday 
afternoon service at his old home in 
West Dover. 

The Baptists. 

The Baptist church was regularly 
instituted September, 1806, by a 
council composed of pastors and dele- 
gates from other churches. Serviees 
had been held occasif nallv hefcie tl at 
date by preachers cf iheir own faith, 
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of whom Rev. S. Stowe was probably 
the earliest. The church when . in- 
stituted was composed of thirty mem- 
bers under the leadership of Dr. Jere- 
miah Parmalee and Nathan Flagg as 
deacons. Linns Austin was licensed to 
preach to them. He supplied the pul- 
pit from 1807 to 1810 and in 1814, was 
ordained minister. 



4 



A A. 




f-Wm III 




THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

During the autumn and winter of 
1816-17 the people experienced a great 
revival under the leadership of Rev. 
Mr. Broojjs, an evangelist, and 62 
members were added to the church by 
baptism. 

The first church was built in 1817, 
about half a mile north-east of the 
village, on the old Dover road. 

The present building was erected in 
1839, and is in excellent repair. A 
new steeple bell tower was added in 
1899. 

The Methodists. 

It is believed on the best authority 
that Methodism in Wilmington had 
its beginnings with the nineteenth 
century. The pioneer work was 
probably done by the itinerants, and 
the first known meetings were held at 
the house of Frederick Grossman, 
who came here from Connecticut. 
Asher Haynes, Sr., was the first class 
leader and the other members were 
Frederick Crossman, his wife and 
daughter, Gideon Snow and wife, 
Isaac Moore and wife, Asher S. King, 
Horace Cutting, Calvin Lincoln, Ruth 
Clark, two Misses Cook and Joseph 
Pike, wife and daughter. 

They found a good leader in Rev. 
Henry Hodges, who came to town 
about 1820. He preached in the Con- 
gregational church on the hill and also 
held services in the Arvine Boyd 
neighborhood. Meetings were also 
held in private houses, in the school- 
house, and in favorable weather in a 
grove, until in 1H25, they built a 



church near the Upper Inter^^al cem- 
etery. In 1834 it was moved to Mill 
Hollow, the site of the village of Wil- 
mington, and in 1843 the present par- 
sonage was erected. Rev. Haynes 
Johnson was the first settled pastor, 
1833. 

The church has been thoroughly 
repaired and modernized this year. 

Ten memorial windows have been 
placed. One large triple sash, the 
center glass a life sized figure of the 
Shepherd, is behind the pulpit, another 
of the same form in the front over the 
entrance. On either side are four 
single windows. With the softened 
light through the beautiful stained 
glass, the white woodwork and dark 
stained trimmings, the artistic fres- 
coing and handsome chandelier, the 
church can vie in fitness and beauty 
with any in the valley. 

Tlie stewards are C. D. Spencer and 
E. M. Haynes. 

The present pastor, Rev. I. S. 
Yerks, installed in 1899, is a forceful 
and eloquent speaker, and it is mainly 
through his abounding enthusiasm in 
his work that the alterations have 
been made. 

The membership is about 85. 

The Sunday school has an enroll- 
ment of 65 and the Epworth League 
of 35 members. 

t^ev. I. S. Yefks. 

Rev. I. S. Yerks, pastor of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, was born 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., September 19, 
1865. Was educated in the public 
schools of that city, at Wesleyan 
Academy, Wilbraham, Mass., Normal 
Bible College, Springfield, Mass., and 
at the School of Theology of the Bos- 
ton University. 

He joined the Vermont conference 
in 1899 and was stationed at Wilming- 
ton. 

The Univefslists. 

The Universalist church was organ- 
ized about 1830, with Rev. Warner 
Skiimer as the first pastor. This was 
the first organized work, but it is said 
that Rev. Hollis Samson during his 
pastorate over the Congregational 
church, was the first to preach the 
doctrine of universal salvation and as 
a consequence was dismissed from his 
pulpit. Dr. John Pulsifer used to 
proclaim this doctrine to attentive 
hearers in Masonic hall in the old Hill 
village. 

In 1834 the Rev. Hosea F. Ballon, 
then resident in Whitingham, was 
engaged. He preached until 1843. 
During the pastorate of Mr. Ballon 
the present church was erected and 
dedicated December 31, 1835. Var- 
ious preachers expounded the doctrine 
until the Rev. Ballou was again set- 
tled over the church and society in 
the spring of 1857 and continued 
in that relation until 1872, when by 
reason of ill health and advanced age 
he retired from the active ministry. 
He remained here, highly esteemed 



and beloved by all until his death in 
1881, aged 82 years. 

During his hmg ministry of some 
forty-five years he attended from 
twenty to seventy-two funerals a year 
in more than twenty towns and in the 
aggregate, probably as many as six- 
teen hundred. It is estimated that 
meantime he officiated at six hundred 




UNIVERSALIST CHURCH. 

weddings. His valued and exception- 
al life covered the occupations of 
farmer, trader and clergyman and 
honorable labor in other departments 
of life. He was W'hitingham's town 
clerk for seventeen years, justice of 
peace fourteen years, member of the 
1 egislature two terms and of the State 
Constitutional Convention three sep- 
tenaries. He was also for twenty-one 
years superintendent of schools. 

The Universalist church is historic 
and the building one of the landmarks 
of the town. 

The parish is temporarily without a 
pastor, but negotiations are pending 
to secure one. 

Secret Societies. 



Soeial Uodge No. 38, P. and .A M* 

June 1, 1815, a charter for a lodge 
ol Free and Accepted Masons was is- 
sued by John Chapman, Most Worship- 
ful Grand Master of Vermont, to be 
known as Social Lodge No. 38 and 
located in Wilmington. 

Its firfet officers were Jairus Hall, W. 
M. ; Jesse Smith, S. W ; Edmund 
Livermor**, J. W. ; John Roberts, sec- 
retary. It prospered until the anti- 
Masonic excitement bef^ame so intense 
and bitter that it was obliged to close 
its doors and ceased to exist about the 
year 1830. A second charter was 
granted by Philip C. Tucker, Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, under 
authority of the Grand Lodge, Jan- 
uary 15, 1807. The first officers were 
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DEERFIELD RIVER, FROM THE VILLAGE BRIDGE. 



Adna B. Childs, W. M. ; James Law- 
ton, S. W. ; Heman Swift, J. W. ; 
James Lawton, treasurer; A. B. 
Childs, secretary. Subsequently 0. 
M. Russell filled this position for 
about twenty-five years. The officers 
for 1900 are as follows: H. E. Cor- 
kins, W. M. ; O. R. Buell, S. W. ; H. 
E. Mann, J. W ; H. F. Barber, treas- 
urer; J. H. Goulding, secretary; 
E. D. Manter, S. D. ; H. O. Wellman, 
J. D. ; L. T. Paj?e, S. S. ; J. R. Buell, 
J. S. ; F. Hescock, Tyler ; O. H. Jones, 
chaplain ; J. H. Kidder, marshal L 

The past masters are John R. Buell, 
J. H. Kidder, E. J. Titus, E. H. Por- 
ter, C. M. Russell, L. T. Page. 

The Masons have a pleasant hall in 
Ware's block. The lodge membership 
is about 50. 

VletoKy Gfange flo. 164, P. of H. 

The Grange has been and is to-day, 
one of the potential forces in this 
town for the social and mental ad- 
vancement, improvement and refine- 
ment of the farmers and their families. 

Victory Grange was organized Janu- 
ary 15, 1875, with E. J. Titus as the 
first master, S. B. Barnard, overseer, 
and about thirty charter members. 
The Grange grew steadily for three or 
four years and then declined in 
strength and numbers until 1882, 
when the tide turned. Since that 
time the original membership has 
been doubled. 

The meetings are held every two 
weeks. Discussions, declamations, 
readings and music form varied pro- 
grams. 



The Grange is one of the regenera- 
tive influences of the times. Long 
live the Grange! 

The present officers are: — Master, 
E. Titus; overseer, F. H. Fitch; 
lecturer, P. J. Fitch; steward, F. E. 
Titus; ass't steward, H. B. Ware; 
chaplain, Mrs. F. S. Bellows; treas- 
urer, C. Chandler; secretary, F. S. 
Bellows ; gate keeper, Merton Bellows ; 
Pomona, Mabel Fitch; Flora, Daisy 
Streeter; Ceres, Mrs. E. H. Porter; 
ladies' ass't steward, Mrs. H. B. Wave ; 
business ag't, C. Chandler; musical 
director, P. J. Fitch; ass't musical 
director, Mrs. E. H. Porter; organist, 
Mrs. P. M. Davis. 

C. B. Iiautton Post No. 44, Q. A. t^. 

This institution was organized in 
Wilmington, September 13. 1883, with 
fourteen charter members and A. M. 
Johnson as its first commander. The 
post has regular monthly meetings, 
the annual meeting occurs December 
1. There are now thirty-six members 
and seventy-two associate members, in- 
cluding the most prominent citizens 
of Wilmington. 

The Post has not failed to observe 
Memorial Day since it was or^rauized. 
The first orator was Rev. I. McAuii ; 
the orator this year, Hon. O. E. 
Butterfield. 

All honor to the vetorans of the 
Grand Army, and may theinflreiice of 
their valor and patriotism inspire the 
hearts and lives of their grateful 
countrymen. 

The present officers are as follows: 
Post commander, Rolliu E. Harris; 



sen. V. commander, Frederick Moore; 
jun. V. commander, C. L. Went worth; 
quartermaster, C. M. Russell; ad- 
jutant, Geo. E. Haynos; surgeon, Dr. 
E. J. Titus; chaplain, N. M. Ha.skell; 
officer of the day, F. E. Ray; officer 
of the grard, E. P. Anjos; representa- 
tive to s^ate encampment, Geo. Far- 
riDgt(m ; altoruate, M. S. Atwood ; sf^r- 
geaut major, E. R. Cook ; Q. M. ser- 
geant, K. P. Ames. 

Sons of Vetefans, Dana P Chandlei* 
Camp No. 12. 

This social and patriotic institution 
was organized Febniarv 22, 1896, 
with twenty -three charter members. 
The membersliip numbers substan- 
tially the same at present. 

The following officers were re- 
cently chosen; — I. S. Yerks, captain; 
W. H. -btowe, 1st. lieut. ; F. W. 
Aldrich, 2nd lieut. ; C. C. Barlow, 
sergeant; A. E. E. Starkey, quarter 
master sergeant; A. G. Bickford, 
sergt. of guard; Perley O. Davis, 
corporal of guard. 

Citizens* Band. 

The band was organized nearly 
thirty years ago and under the leader- 
ship of James Bassett won a high rep- 
utation. 

It has had its **off" years to balance 
any misleading prosperity. Some of 
the successful leaders have breu H. F. 
Barber, B. L. Johnson, A D. Sweet, 
J. B. Price and E. A. Willard. 

A few years apro when practically 
disbanded, four or five boys who were 
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inspired with a desire to toot some- 
thing, reorganized the band under the 
direction of H. E. Corkins who was 
the leader for a time. 

The president is Dr. L. H. Gillette. 
J. Albert Bnell, a lad of fifteen, has 
been the enthusiastic leader for two 
years, and under the direction of H. 
L. Bray our band not only plays good 
music but plays it well. 

The uniforms are neat and the insti- 
tution is a credit to the town and to 
the boys whose faithful work has 
made it possible. 

Wilmington Iiauiyeirs. 

The town of Wilmington offers an 
object lesscm of the great changes the 
century has wrought in the manner 
and methods of law practice. Half a 
century ago a more beligerant and ag- 
gressive mood pervaded society, which 
resulted in innumerable petty law- 
suits. It was a transition period of 
strenuous but crude conditions. Col- 
lections were made by law; assault 
and battery and trespass cases were 
miich more common than in these 
*' piping times of peace,*' and it needed 
more than one lawyer in a town to 
keep the business well in hand. In 
fact it usually took six in Wilmington. 

Perhaps no other town of its size in 
the state, not even excepting Readinsr, 
reared and schooled more lawyers. It 
cost the community something, but 
who shall say that there was not an 
equivelant in the sharpened wit, the 
heightened aspiration and the quick- 
ened ambition which fired many a 
rustic youth who listened to the keen 
repartee and the eloquent pleas that 
were made by the giants of those 
days. 

The **big four" were Shaffer, 
Flagg, Davenport and Tyler. 



William R. Shafter. His paternal 
grandfather, James Shafter, was a 
soldier in the Revolution. O. L. 
Shafter graduated at Wesleyan Acad- 
emy in 1834; after reading law four 
years he was admitted to the bar and 
soon became a prominent lawyer in 
Wilmington. In politics he was an 
outspoken Free Soiler and at its in- 
ception became a member of the Re- 
publican party. He was the candi- 
date of the old Liberty party for 
representative in congress, of the 
Free Soil party for governor, and in 
the fall of '53, very nearly won an 
election to the United States senate. 
In 1854 he moved to San Francisco, 
Cal.. and after ten years' successful 
practice, was appointed associate jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of that 
state for a period of ten years, resign- 
ing three years later because of ill 
health. 



Stephen P. Flagg, bom in 1810, was 
a life-long resident of Wilmington. 
He read law with Hon. Charles K. 
Field and Hon. O. L. Shafter and was 
admitted to the bar in 1850. His 
contemporaries refer to him as a man 
of breadth of view, strong practical 
judgment, fine sense of humor and 
great industry in the preparation of 
cases. He represented this town in 
'48, '49, '61 and '62, was a senator in 
'64 and '65. He was town clerk for 
more than thirty years and treasurer 
of the Wilmington Savings Bank from 
the date of its organization to the time 
of his death in 1868. Mr. Flagg mar- 
ried Luciuda Brown of Whitinghani. 
They had four children who are now 
living, one of whom, John H. Flagg, 
is a lawyer in New York City. 



Falls, Mass., and at Melrose Semin- 
ary, West Brattleboro. He entered 
the oflace of O. L. Shafter as a law 
student in 1851 and four years later 
was admitted to the bar. Soon after 
that Mr. Shafter took him into part- 
nership which was dissolved in 1855, 
when the former went to California. 
Mr. Davenport practiced his profes- 
sion here with great industry and suc- 
cess until his removal to Brattleboro 
in 1868, where a still wider field 
awaited his matured powers. He con- 
tinued in practice until his death in 
1882. 

A stalwart Democrat in politics, he 
was the repeated candidate of his 
party for congress and governor and 
was a delegate to the national con- 
vention in 1868. He married Lousia 
C. Haynes of Lowell, Mass. Their 
only living children are Charles K. 
Davenport, the publisher and editor 
of the "Windham County Reformer" 
and Herbert J. Davenport, b lawyer 
and banker of Sioux Falls, South Da- 
kota. 



Oscar L. Shafter was bom in 
Athens, Vt., in 1812, son of Judge 



Charles N. Davenport was bom in 
Leyden, Mass., in 1830. He was edu- 
cated at the Academy of Shelburne 



Hon. James M. Tyler was bom in 
Wilmington in 1835. He was educat- 
ed mainly in the public schools of 
Guilford where his parents moved in 
1840, and at Brattleboro Academy. 
Admitted to the bar in 1860, he began 
practice here with Gen. S. P. Flagg, 
but afterwards returned to Brattle- 
boro. Mr. Tyler represented Wil- 
mington in the legislature and was 
states attorney for the county in 1867- 
68. 

During the forty-sixth and forty- 
seventh congresses he represented 
the second district and in 1887 was ap- 
pointed judge of the Supreme Court, 
which position he now holds. 

Nearly forty lawyers have been 
trained for their profession in Wil- 
mington. Without making invidious 
distinctions we mav refer to the But- 
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DEERFIELD VALLEY CREAMERY. 



terfields, the Davenports, J. H. Flagg, 
F. M. Crosby, E. L. Waterman and 
Kittredge Haskins as especially well 
known. 



Hon. O. E. Bntterfield is now the 
only lawyer resident in Wilmington, 
his business being largely confined to 
matters of civil process and the settle- 
ment of estates. 



The Cireameity. 

This institntion was organized in 
1886 as a co-operative creamery, with a 
capital stock of $1,000 which was 
later increased to $1250. 

The stock-holders were mainly farm- 
ers, who became patrons of the 
creamery. There are at present abont 
100 patrons representing approximate- 
ly, 80Q cows. The product of butter 
last year was 120,000 lbs. 



The average monthly dividend paid 
patrons last vear per pound butter fat 
was .208 cents. The cream is gather- 
ed by the association and a lartre 
share of the patrons use the Cooley 
system of deep setting. 

The creamery represents more than 
nine-tenths of the dairy product of 
the town. A large share of the butter 
goes to special customers in the inter- 
ior towns of Massachusetts and the 
balance to commission houses in Bos- 
ton. The directors of the creamery 
are C. M. Ware, E. M Haynes, Henry 
Adams, N. M. Haskell and J. H. Kid- 
der. C. M. Ware is president, P. J. 
Fitch is superintendent and treasurer, 
Henr> Adams, clerk; J. H. Stowe, 
Clark Chandler, auditors ; H. D. Allen 
makes the butter. 

The creamery building is one story 
in front with entire basement conven- 
iently arranged so that the cream is 
lowered to the operating room. A 
pretty tenement is provided for the 
butter-maker, with a barn adjoining. 

The creamery is the most potent 
factor now in operation for uniting 
the farmers, elevating their social and 
financial status and removing a great 
burden of care and labor from the 
shoulders of the farmers' wives. 

The co-operative creamery has come 
as a benefaction and has come to stay. 




CHARACTERISTIC PASTORAL SCENE. 
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Business Establishments, Leading Citi- 
zens and flttt^aetive Hotnes- 



BY J. H. WRliBf^lDCH. 



The Neuiton iBPothePs. 

^^^HERE IS probably no section or 
ft part of Vormont that has exper- 
ienced a more wonderful indus- 
trial development than has the Deer- 
field Valley durinsr the last fifteen 
years. This is the result of the 
courage, foresi;j:ht and enterprise of 
the Newton Bros., who have tried 
their faith and sunk their capital in 
the great improvements in this valley. 

Twenty-live miles of railroad have 
been laid, for much of the way on a 
bed blasted out of solid rock and one 
of the curves is the sharpest allowed in 
railroad engineering. Immense dams 
have been constructed, great manu- 
facturing plants erected and operated, 
costly bridges built and a small army of 
men and horses have found steady and 
remunerative employment. 

So that it is appropriate that a 
brief biographical record of these 
benefactors of W ilmington should be 



given in this connection — Daniel H., 
James H. , Moses and John C. , former- 
ly of Greenfield, Mass. , sons of James 
and Esther Hale Newton. 

James Newton came from a family 
founded io the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony in the first half of the seven- 
teenth century, his first American 
ancestors being Richard Newton, born 
in England in 1601, but a resi- 
dent of Sudbury, Mass., as early as 
1640. He was one of the original 
grantees of the town of Marlboro, 
Mass. He died at the age of one hun- 
dred years. 

Joseph, the grandson of Richard, 
was a soldier in the American army 
during the Revolution. His son 
Ebenezer, bom in Templeton. Mass., 
in 1770. married Mary, daughter of 
Capt. John Howe, of Northfield, 
Mass., a noted Indian fighter who was 
twice a captive during the French 
war. 

Ebenezer Newton was a farmer and 



miller; his son James, the father of 
the four brothers, was a lumberman, 
a man of enterprise and perseverance. 
Born in 1801, at Hubbardston, Mass., 
he married Esther Hale, who bore 
him eleven children. He died in 
1891, in his ninetieth year. He was 
a man of great spirituality, a con- 
stant reader of the Bible, and of most 
excellent character. His wife, who was 
a staunch Puritan, was endowed with 
a strong mentality and resolute will. 
Truly do **her children rise up and 
call her blessed.*' 

Daniel H- Neuiton. 

Daniel Howe Newton, the eldest 
son, was bom in 1827. His educa- 
tion was obtained in the public 
schools of Greenfield, whither his 
parents moved in 1835, at New 
Salem and Goodale Academies, and at 
Williston Seminary. Before he be- 
came of age he made a business trip 
and tour of observation to the **Far 
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West,'* which was a valuable experi- 
ence. He wa& associated with his 
his father in the lumber business for 
a number of years, and quite early in 
life was the possessor of a handsome 
competence. Mr. Newton attached 
himself to the Republican party at its 
formation in 1856, and taking an ac- 
tive part, became one of the Republi- 
can leaders in Franklin county. In 

1861 he was elected to the office of 
County treasurer and discharged the 
duties of the position with rare 
fidelity during the Civil War. In 

1862 he married Mary A., daughter of 
Col. Humphrey Choate Ooggswell, 
settling permanently in Holyoke, 
Mass., Mr. Newton with his brother, 
John C, organized in 1862 the firm of 
D. H. & J. C. Newton, contractors 
and builders. 

Although befirinning as builders, the 
Newtons soon became promoters and 
in this capacity, associated with their 
brothers James H. and Moses, both 
accomplished men of affairs; they 
were potent factors in the upbuilding 
of Holyoke. When they began opera- 
tions Holyoke was a village of less 
than five thousand inhabitants. To- 
day it has nearly fifty- five thousand. 
The firm constructed in 1864, and for 
a time operated, the Hampden Paper 
Mill, the third paper mill erected in 
Holyoke; Daniel H. being president 
and John C. general manager. They 
also erected on contract three other 
large mills. In 1873 they organized 
the Massachusetts Screw Co., of 
which D. H. was president and J. C. 
treasurer. 

Many more paper mills and other 
manufacturies have been erected and 
some of them operated at Holyoke by 
the Newton Bros. 

The railroad from Hoosac Tunnel 
to Readsboro, Yt.. the first important 
step after the building of the pulp 
and paper mills at Readsboro, in this 
great undertaking, was organized by 
D. H. Newton, in 1883. He has al- 
ways been president of the road. 

Mr. Newton was elected to the Mass- 
achusetts legislature in 1869, was 
chairman of the Holyoke Board of 
Health from 1880 to 1883; is a direc- 
tor of the Holyoke Board of Trade, the 
Home National Bank of Holyoke, and 
Chemical Paper Co. ; is president of 
the Massachusetts Screw Co., and also 
of the H. T. & W R. R. 

He is still, at the age of seventy- 
three, a man of great activity and in- 
dustry and with all his many business 
engagements, finds time for reading 
and studying. He is a member of the 
American Geographical Society, and 
a generous donor to charitable and re- 
ligious work. 

John C. fleutton. 

John Carter Newton was well known 
as a successful engineer and manu- 
facturer, actively engaged for many 
years in the industrial development of 
Holyoke, Mass., and of the Deerfield 
Valley, Vt. ; also as the constructor of 
railroads. 



He was bom in April, 1838, and 
died in September, 1899. Mr. New- 
ton was educated at Westminster, Vt. 
and the Normal School, at Westfield, 
Mass. 

He engaged in 1860 in building 
operations at Greenfield and elsewhere. 
In 1862 he formed with his brother 
the firm of D. H. & J. C. Newton of 
Holyoke, and for twenty years had 
practical charge of the construction of 
mills and the development of manu- 
facturing plants in this great indus- 
trial center. 

Altogether in Holyoke alone the 
Newtons have erected twenty-five 
mills, which cost, as built and 
equipped, about two and a half mil- 
lion dollars and are to-day valued at 
several times their original cost. 

Another chapter scarcely less bril- 
liant, and more interesting in this 
connection, relates to his wonderful 
success in developing the indnstrial 
resources of the Deer field Valley. 
About 1882, Mr. Newton in connec- 
tion with his brothers, D. H. and 
Moses, commenced the construction at 
Readsboro of the Deerfield River pulp 
and paper mills, now the property of 
the National Metal Edge Box Com- 
pany. 

To tap the Deerfield Valley Mr. 
Newton built the narrow gauge rail- 
road from Hoosac Tunnel to Reads- 
boro in 1884, and for a time person- 
ally managed it. Durint; the next 
half dozen years he was engaged large- 
ly in railroad construction and man- 
agement in the West. In 1891 he re- 
sumed his labors in the Deerfield 
Valley by extending the road from 
Readsboro to Wilmington, giving it a 
total length of twenty-five miles. 

He then undertook the herculean 
task of opening up this region to 
trade and to manufacturies, establish- 
ing headquarters at Wilmington. As 
though in obedience to the touch of a 
magic wand, dwellings and store 
houses, great dams, bridges and mills 



have sprung up in the valley. Here 
he built the Mountain Mills — saw 
mill and pulp mill — which he person- 
ally managed until his death in 1899. 

Mountain Mills employs a force of 
about one hundred men, while nearly 
two hundred men and as many horses 
are kept at work logging during the 
winter. The buildings and machinery 
are of the finest modern construction 
yet evolved. The daily capacity of the 
saw mill is fifty thousand ft. : yearly 
out put, some seven million ft. ; for 
the most part spruce or soft lumber. 
All through the winter, men in a 
dozen different camps in Searsburg, 
Somerset. Glastenbury and Dover, 
cut and haul the logs to the landings 
by the rivers. From the middle of 
March to the middle of May, during 
the thaws and spring rains, the log 
drivers move the great jams down 
stream to the 75 acre pond just above 
the mills that was made by damming 
the Deerfield at the junction of the 
east and west branches. This dam is 
26 feet high, quarter of a mile long 
and cost more than |20,000. 

Hemlock and balsam are used in the 
pulp mill. 

Before his death Mr. Newton had 
made all the arrangements for the 
sawing out of 3,000,000 feet of hard 
wood timber by a portable mill to be 
set up in Somerset, which have been 
faithfully carried out. 

The Wilmington Grain and Lumber 
Company's saw mill and chair stock 
factory in the village use hard wood 
exclusively. To John C. Newton, 
aided by the work, counsel, encourage- 
ment and capital of his brothers, is due 
the spirit of progress that Wilmington 
knows to-day. 

Although the youngest of the four 
brothers, he was the undisputed leader 
and executive head. As a business 
man he possessed rare judgement, a 
wonderful grasp of details, prodigious 
industry and a truly great executive 
ability. His hearfcy, genial personal- 
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ity and broad Christianity make his 
loss deeply felt. 

John C. Newton was married in 1865 
to Lelia Fredricka, daughter of Fred- 
erick Vultee of New York City. . Four 
daughters were bom to them, all of 
whom are now living. He owned an 
attractive summer home in Wilming- 
ton — **Maplehur8t" — which is about 
1 }x2 miles north of the village. 

James H* Neuiton. 

James Hale Newton was bom in 
Hubbardstou, Mass., in 1832. He was 
educated at Dartmouth College, gradu- 
ating in the class of '59. Having had 
considerable experience as a teacher, 
both previous to and during his college 
course, he was elected principal of the 
Thomas Street grammar school of Wor- 
cester, Mass., and remained at the 
head of this institution for five years. 

In 1864 he relinquished teaching 
and went to Holyoke where he joined 
with his brothers in organizing the 
Hampden Paper Co. His special field 
was the organization and financing of 
manufacturing enterprises. As early 
as 1872 he was elected one of the di- 
rectors of the Third National Bank of 
Springfield, Mass. In the same year he 
assisted in the organization of the 
Mechanics Savings Bank in Holyoke, 
of which he was chosen president and 
held that position for twelve years. 

Since 1884 he has been president of 
the Home National Bank of Holyoke, 
of which he was the main promoter. 
He is also connected as officer and di- 
rector with several other large busi- 
ness corporations in Holyoke. 

Mr. Newton is a man of strong men- 
tal grasp ; at once a student of financial 
and municipal problems and a man of 
affairs. 

In 1863 he married Susan W., daugh- 
ter of Calvin Taft of Worcester, Mass. 
Mrs. Newton died June 23, 1900. 
She leaves beside her husband, one 
daughter and three sons. 

Mr. Newton spends several months 
each year at his country home, ** Beaver 
Brook,*' which is one mile east of the 
village. 

Moses fleutton. 

Moses Newton was bom at Hub- 
bardston, Mass., in 1833. He was ed- 
ucated at Deerfield, Mass., and at 
Westminster, Vt. 

He was associated with his father 
and brothers in the manufacture of 
lumber from 1848 to 1867, and the fol- 
lowing years was engaged in making 
paper at Holyoke, Mass. 

Mr. Newton became interested with 
his brothers in the great work of ex- 
ploiting the resources of the Deerfield 
Valley and has borne a prominent part 
in all of these arduous undertakings. 

His special field of effort has been 
and is at Readsboro, although he has 
a large financial interest and a general 
supervision over the great lumber in- 
dustries at Wilmington. 

Mr. Newton was a member of the 
Holyoke Board of Water Commission- 
ers from 1886 to 1892 and is at the 



present time president of the Newton 
Paper Co., of the George C. Gill Paper 
Co. , treasurer of the Chemical Paper 
Co., a director of the Home National 
Bank of Holyoke, also president of the 
Deerfield River Co., of the National 
Metal Edge Box Co., and the Reads- 
boro Chair Co. and superintendent of 
the Wilmington Grain and Lumber Co. 
A man of strong practical sense, 
original ideas and quaint humor, he 
is most familiarly and favorably 
known to the citizens of this valley. 
Since his brother's death his is the 
guiding brain and hand that now 
largely directs and controls these vast 
operations. 

The Savings Bank. 

This Institution, by far the largest 
and most important in town, was incor- 
porated by act of legislature, approved 
December 6, 1853. The corporators, 
nineteen in number, were Israel Law- 
ton, C. T. Alvord, Adna B. Childs, 
Hosea F. Ballou, Laban Jones, Daniel 
Carpenter, Ira Adams, Eleazer Gorham 
Jr., Volney Forbes, David Bills, Israel 
Haynes, George Fox, Horace Hastings, 
Arvine Boyd, J. H. Dix, Warren Boyd, 
Horace Tanner, S. P. Flagg and O. L. 
Shafter. 

The first president was O. L. Shaft- 
er and the first treasurer S. P. Flagg. 
The first depositor was Miss Sarah B. 
Lawton (Mrs. B. H. Adams), the 
amount being ten dollars, March 14, 
1854. Second depositor, Rufus G. 



Bowker, ten dollars on the same date. 
O. L. Shafter removed to California in 
1855 and Laban Jones suc#eeded him 
as president and served for several 
years. He was succeeded by A. B. 
Childs who held the office some years. 
H. F. Ballon was then chosen and 
served until the time of his death. E. 
L. Fuller of Whitingham was then 
elected and served until January 1898, 
when Clark Chandler, the present in- 
cumbent, was elected. 

The treasurers since the death of 
Mr. Flagg have been E. L. Waterman, 
M. R. Crosby, N. W. Sargent, H. 
Mann, Jr., E. A. Willard, Jr., and J. H. 
Gonlding, who was elected in January, 
1895. 

For a number of years the bank grew 
slowly and not until about 1865 did 
deposits begin to be received in large 
amounts ; since that time they have 
increased largely, as the following 
statements will show. 

It has always loaned upon Vermont 
mortgages and personal security in 
this and adjoining towns in the aggre- 
gate many thousands of dollars, and 
has never turned a worthy borrower 
away, while for many years its divi- 
dends to its depositors were the high- 
est the laws of the state permitted. 

In its long career of usefulness 
nearly or quite three generations have 
shared in its benefits. The board of 
investment has always acted with 
judgment and discretion in its interests 
and surprisingly few losses have been 
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sustained in its many years of business. 
John Patch was a member of the fir ame 
committee Jbr thirty years and Liberty 
Wilder for eighteen years. At the 
time of the fire in Wilmington in 1885, 
some portions of its books were lost 
and at that time the bank purchased 
the building which it at present occu- 
pies and which has been fitted up for its 
needs. It has now a brick fire-proof 
vault, steel lined, and with massive 
steel doors, while within there is 
a modern burglar proof safe with 
time lock and a set of steel safe 
deposit boxes for the use of its 
customers. It is lighted by elec- 
tricity and connected by telegraph and 
telephone with the outside world. 

On June 30, 1890, the year of the 
previous reunion, the bank had de- 
posits of $383,575.41; reserve fund, 
$7,088.50 and surplus, $25,402.67; 
assets, $416,066.38. 

On June 30, 1900, the deposits were 
$578,311.03; reserve fund, $18,800; 
surplus, $24, 58 1. 23 ; assets $62 1, 692. 26. 

The officers at present are as follows : 
Trustees, E. L. Fuller, Clark Chand- 
ler, J. H. Kidder, M. L Burr, O. O. 
Ware, Edward Titus, C. D. Spencer, 
W. R. Faulkner, C. M. Ware, Geo. J. 
Bond, R. Q. Wilcox; president, Clark 
Chandler ; vice-president, Edward 
Titus; treasurer, J. H. Goulding; 
clerk, C. C. Barlow; auditors, Clark 
Chandler, O. O. Ware, Edward Titus; 
finance committee, Edward Titus, M. 
L. Burr, C. M. Ware. 

Ofirin O. Ware. 

It was nearly forty years ago that 
Orrin O. Ware, then a bashful lad of 
fourteen, came to Wilmington as a 
clerk for Walker & Dexter. 

He was a farm -bred boy, with a 
common school education, a sturdy 
constitution and resolute will and with- 
all a true appreciation of the cost and 
value of a dollar. He has risen from 
the position of boy clerk to that of a 
leading merchant — has stood behind 



the counter almost two-score years 
and catered to two generations of Wil- 
mingtonians. 

Orrin O. Ware was born in Wilming- 
ton in 1847, son of Schuyler and Har- 
riet E. Gaines Ware. His paternal 
grandfather was Ariel Ware and his 
maternal grandfather, Marshfield 
Gaines. His father was a four-horse 
teamster from Troy to Boston and 
later a sailor — before the mast — on 
a wlialiug vessel. He finally set- 
tled down on a farm in the east i)art 
of the town where he reared a family 
of six, viz: Orrin O., L. Adelbert, a 
baker of Baltimore, Md., Mrs. Har- 
riet Ware Merrill of Brattleboro, Her- 
bert A., a farmer of Wilmington, Har- 
vey S., formerly a baker of New York 
City, William M., who died in early 
manhood. 

Orrin as the eldest son. 
** Early learned the power to pay 

His cheerful, self-reliant way.'* 

When he was twelve years old he 
went to work in a hotel at Colemin, 
where he remained two years and 
then returned to Wilmington as a 
clerk for Walker & Dexter 

After four years experience in this 
capacity he formed with F. W. Fair- 
banks, the firm of Fairbanks & Ware, 
which subsisted about two years, since 
which time he has been alone in busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Ware was in trade in the store 
where C. D. Spencer now is until 
1880, when he built his present bhick, 
40 by 65 feet, two stories, with man- 
sard roof. 

The second floor is used for ten- 
ements and the third floor is the 
Masonic hall. 

The ground floor of Ware's block 
contains an extensive stock of dry 
goods, ladies' srarments, gents' cloth- 
ing and furnishings, canned goods 
and groceries ; a side room, adjacent 
contains a stock of wall paper, boots 
and shoes. The back store is filled 
with heavy groceries, paints and oils. 



hardware and agricultural imple- 
ments. 

Mr. Ware, has by long experience 
discerned the wants of the public and 
endeavors to supply them with reliable 
goods at reasonable rates and has 
found this the path to success. He 
makes a specialty of best maple syrup 
and kinds of farm produce. He sends 
fine maple goods from Wilmington, not 
only to nearly every state in the Unit- 
ed States, but also to the Bermudas, 




WARE. 
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France, etc., — a valuable trade which 
he has built up by twenty- five years' 
experience. He hastily sent a small 
exhibit to Chicago to the World's Fair 
to help fill up the state's quota and 
was awarded a medal and diploma for 
the purity, color and flavor of his ex- 
hibit. 

Mr. Ware's reminiscences of his long 
mercantile career are very interest- 
ing and instructive. He remembers 
when a ** tenderfoot" in trade of con- 
tracting with a farmer to pay some 
fourteen or fifteen cents per pound for 
all the sugar he could make; other 
customers followed until he found his 
store the receptacle of a big stock 
for it proved to be an immensely pro- 
ductive year. Of course the price fell 
and he was left. He promptly paid 
every customer in goods or cash, but 
it was a "sweetener." He worked 
nights the ensuing winter in render- 
ing the sugar into small cakes and at 
last closed it out in New York City. 

The war prices of goods were some- 
thing dizzy. Butter 50 cents, wool 
$1.00, tea $2.00 per pound, flour 
$15.00 to $20.00 per barrel, cotton 
cloth 75 cents per yard, common 
prints 40 cents, etc. He well remem- 
bers selling a web of fifty yards of At- 
lantic A sheeting to a customer, Mr. 
H. H. Winchester, at 75 centos per 
yard. He was in the store during 
nearly all of the war period and vivid- 
ly remembers how it used to be pack- 
ed with citizens, eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of the stage, which was due 
about midnight and how the letters 
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from the "boys in blue" at the front 
and the war news in the dailies were 
read aloud to the anxious listening 
crowds. 

Mr. Ware was postmaster, unassist- 
ed, during a score of years up to Presi- 
dent Cleveland's term, when he was 
rated as an "offensive partisan.'* 

His mother died in 1884, at the age 
of sixty-six and his father, active and 
vigorous to the last, passed away last 
March at the ripe age of eighty-eight. 

Mr. Ware married Lucy Richardson 
of Brattleboro in June, 1872; they 
have two daughters, Ellen Lucy and 
Katharine Stuart. 

Charles H- Pairmelee. 

Charles H. Parmelee is best known 
to the public as the genial proprietor 
of the Comer Drug Store, which un- 
der his management has become a 
prosperous center of trade in the Deer- 
field valley. The leading features of 
the stock are drugs and medicines, 
groceries and hardware, comprising 
under the latter term, full lines of 
mechanics' tools and builders' sup- 
plies. It is, in fact, a department 
store, with a nice, fresh and well clas- 
sified stock. Mr. Parmelee has light- 
ened and brightened the store by plate 
glass windows and handsome fixtures 
and has installed a fine new soda 
fountain. 

A recent and appreciated addition is 
the sale of newspapers and magazines, 
which is rapidly increasing. 

Mr. Parmelee^ who is & registered 
pharmacist, gives his careful personal 
attention to the details of the business 
and is ably assisted by his popular 
clei^, Miss Alice S. Adams. 

The store is as neat and attractive 
as a ladies' parlor. 

The department of jewelry and sil- 
ver-ware, though not extensive, con- 
tains a choice, up-to-date stock. 

Charles H. Parmelee is a worthy 
representative of an old and respected 
family of Wilmington. His grand- 
father, Alanson Parmelee, was a life- 




long resident and substantial farmer. 
Charles H. was bom in Wilmington 
in 1858, son of Chauncey and Mary A. 
Smith Parmelee. At five years of age 
he removed with his father's family to 
Vineland, N. J., and obtained the 
elements of his education in the excel- 
lent schools of that model town. He 
was orphaned in early childhood by 
his mother's death. His father, who 
married again, still resides in Vine- 
land. 

Ten years later he returned to the 
old home in Wilmington and complet- 
ed his academic training at Leiaud & 



been an earnest advocate of public im- 
provements in Wilmington. 

C. D. Spenceir. 

The career of the subject of our 
sketch is a fair example of what a 
young man of industry and good prin- 
ciples may accomplish in such an en- 
vironment as Wilmington. 

C. D. Spencer was bom in Brattle- 
boro in 1854, the only surviving son of 
Rev. Simeon aud Eliza Tuck Spencer. 
His parents came from England and 
his father was a Methodist minister. 
In 1865 Rev. Mr. Spencer had just 
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Gray Seminary in Townsliend. He 
enjoyed the fruitful experience of 
teaching district schools a dozen 
terms. 

In 1888 he was united to. Eva L., 
daughter of Luther aud S. Emeline 
Adams of Halifax, aud soon after 
engaged in farming in Wilmington. 
In 1888 he exchanged his farm with 
E. E. Wheeler for the Corner Drug 
Store. Two children were bom, Don 
Adams, who died iu infancy and Kath- 
leen, who was bora February 25, 189.3 
on the same day on which her mother 
died. In 1896 he married Mary, 
daughter of the late Charles Warren 
of Weathersfleld, Vt. 

Mr. Parmelee is a most exemplary 
man in all of the various relations of 
life. He is recognized as an obliging 
neighbor, a methodical and successful 
business man and a Christian gentle- 
man. For many years a member of 
the Congregational church he has 
served long and efficieutly as deacon 
and as superintendent of the Sabbath 
school. 

While never an aspirant for public 
office he filled th« positions of town 
clerk and treasurer several years, also 
justice of the peace and has taken an 
active parr as a trustee of the Wil- 
mington Public Library. He has ever 



received his appointment at Wilming- 
ton when he was stricken with typhoid 
fever and suddenly died, leaving a 
wife and two children in very moder- 
ate circumstances. 

The neighboring ministers kindly 
supplied the pulpit for the first six 
months so that the family, which had 
settled in town, could draw the salary. 
Charles, at the age of fourteen 
years, when most boys are playing in 
the street, found a place in the store of 
C. M. Russell where he remained 
about two years. He then entered 
the store of O. O. Ware as clerk, 
where his services were so well ap- 
preciated that he was retained 
twelve years. His literarv education 
was limited to the common schools, 
but he has enjoyed a thorough train- 
ing in the larger school of daily experi- 
ence of human nature and by a care- 
ful use of leisure moments in later 
life, keeps in touch with current liter- 
ature. 

In 1882 Mr. Spencer formed a mer- 
cantile partnership with S. H. And- 
rews, which extended about four years. 
Then his only sister, Mary E., ac- 
quired the interest of Mr. Andrews and 
assisted in the business some four 
years when she married Rev. Mr. 
Morgan aud sold her interest to C. G. 
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Leonard, but after the lamented death 
of her husband three years later she 
repurchased it, and the business is 
now carried on in the name of C. 
D. Spencer & Co. The stock is varied 
and extensive, and everything is 
, carried that is ever found in the gen- 
eral country store except shelf hard- 
ware, carpets and tobacco. The main 
sales room, 82 by 60 feet, contains 
almost everything needed in house- 
hold economy, the main features being 
groceries and canned goods, a heavy 
stock of gent's clothing and furnish- 
ings, ladies' garments and furnishings, 
boots and shoes. The heavy groceries 
are contained in the back store and rub- 
ber goods crockery, etc. , in the base- 
ment, which is also used for storage. 
Mr. Spencer is an accomplished and re- 
liable salesman and always exhibits a 
uniform and unfailing courtesy to all. 

He entertains the customer with 
such a charming flow of genial chat 
that the latter feels like buying up 
the entire stock. He is assisted by 
three accommodating and well trained 
clerks. 

Mr. Spencer oils the hinges of trade 
and accomplishes a great deal in an 
apparently easy and leisurely way. 
He is a self-made man — using the apt, 
well worn phrase. His activities have 
extended outside his store. He is a 
partner in the firm of Hale, Sault & 
Co., gents' clothiers and furnishers, 
at Athol, Mass. Mr. Spencer was one 
of the originators of the Wilmington 
Grain and Lumber Company. He is 
interested in three saw-mills located 
in neighboring towns and employing 
some twenty hands ; also in the firm 
of L. C. Howard & Co., of Whiting- 
ham. Notwithstanding his many bus- 
iness engagements, he has found time 
to bear his full share of the duties and 
responsibilities of local affairs. He is 
one of the village trustees, also dis- 
charging the same relation to the 
Methodist Episcopal church, the Wil- 
mington Savings Bank and the Wil- 
mington Public Library, in which he 
takes a deep interest. 




Mr. Spencer married Anna M. Rose 
of Wilmington (an adopted daughter of 
the late George Rose), January 1, 
1877. Their married life has been a 
most happy one. Mrs. Spencer pres- 
ides over their beautiful home on East 
Main street with grace and dignity. 
Their home is shared with their 
daughter, Olive, and by his venerable 



productive farm on the lower interval, 
four miles north of the village and 
now owned by A. D. Howe. This 
place with its massive two-story house 
and its stately, graceful elms will im- 
press the mind of the traveler. 
Major Childs planted the elms with 
his own hands and erected the man- 
sion where he dwelt the latter part 




C. D. SPENCER'S RESIDENCE. 



C. D. SPENCER. 



mother and widowed sister, Mrs. 
Mary Morgan. 

Mr. Spencer represented Wilming- 
ton in the legislature in 1880 at the 
age of twenty-six, the youngest mem- 
ber but one. 

He has taken an active part in the 
various progressive improvements 
which have recently been inaugurated 
in Wilmington, assisting materially in 
the development of Raponda and us- 
ing voice, influence and means to ad- 
vance every good and progressive 
cause. 

A. U. Childs St Son. 

During three generations members 
of this family have been prominentlv 
identified with the social, business 
and public affairs of Wilmington and 
have made a clear and strong impress 
upon its history. 

The family name is now worthily 
borne by Adna Lyman Childs and his 
son and business partner, Frank 
Adna Childs. It is reasonably sure 
that Samuel Childs was the first 
American ancestor, and that his son 
Richard was born in 1624. Major 
Jonathan Childs, the great-grand- 
father of A. L. and the present gener- 
ation, was bom in Hardwick, Mass., 
in 1756. He married Deliverance 
Freeman, who died at the age of twen- 
ty-five. In 1786 he married Anna 
Thompson, who died in 1838. 

Major Childs left Massachusetts 
when quite young and settled in Wil- 
mington. His pioneer home was the 



of his long and active life, embracing 
the most thrilling and soul-stirring 
period in the history of the Republic. 

A true and enthusiastic patriot, 
Major Childs took a decided stand for 
the liberties of the colonies, and 
served as sergeant of the 5th company 
of Vermont infantrv. Major Childs 
had two children by the first marriage 
and seven by the second, viz., Betsey, 
Mrs. Thomas Waite, Jarius, Clarissa, 
Mrs. Spencer Alvord, Jonathan, Jr., 
Freeman, Adna Bangs and William. 

Major Adna B. Childs was bom in 
Wilmington in 1799 and married Han- 
nah, daughter of Maj. Jonathan Lamb 
and died in 1874. He was the first 
merchant in the village, a prominent 
Free Mason for fifty-three years and 
postmaster under every Democratic ad- 
ministration, beginning with President 
Jackson and holding the office twenty- 
four years. He was also deputy sher- 
iff many years and held other places 
of trust in all of which he performed 
his duties with great exactness and 
I)erfect fidelity. He was one of the 
original founders of the Universalist 
society and church at Wilmington. 
He was many years in trade, built 
several stores and was more especially 
considered the father of Wilmingtim 
village. Adna B. and Anna Thomp- 
son Childs reared a family of twelve 
children, ten of whom survive, only 
one — A. L. Childs — residing in Wil- 
mington. 

Geo. L. Childs was drowned at 
Lexington, Minn., June 14, 1857. 
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INTERIOR VIEW OF A. L. CHILDS & SON'S STORE. 



Ann became the wife of H. A. Wil- 
liams of Springfield, Mass. ; Hannah 
J., wife of Edwin Thayer of Spring- 
field, Mass. ; Sarah M., married 
Charles Kidder of Springfield, Mass. ; 
Esther M., married Ool. Kittredge Ras- 
kins of Brattleboro ; Mrs. Helen M. 
Childs Clary is located at Burlington, 
Vt. Brief sketches of Wm. H., Rollin 
S.,. Asaph P. and Col. Fred W. Childs 
will be found further on in this work 
among the **Son8 of Wilmington.'* 

By way of explanation we will here 
mention that Adna Bangs Childs, 
father of this family, left Wilmington 
in early life, was in business in Bos- 
ton and later for a brief time in Whit- 
ingham, before he returned to his na- 
tive town and his older children were 
bom in Boston. Adna Lyman Childs 
was bom in Wilmington in 1834, but 
his education was mostly obtained in 
the public and private schools of this 
town. At the age of seventeen he be- 
gan with his brother-in-law, Edwin 
Thayer, as an apprentice at the tin- 
man's trade and remained at this 
trade seven years. He then went to 
Boston and after an experience of two 
years in the baking business at Rox- 
bury, engaged with a commission 
house in Boston. 

He returned to Wilmington in 1857 
and the next spring, in company with 
his brothers, Henry and Lewis, went 
West on a tour of inspection and pre- 
empted a claim of 160 acres of govern- 
ment land at Lexington, Lesueur Co., 
Minn., and built a house thereon. Af- 
ter the unfortunate death of his broth- 
er, Lewis, he returned to Wilmington 
with the remains, and circumstances 



over-ruled his plan of returning to his 
western farm. 

In 1861 he married Miss Annette, 
daughter of a Alonzo Fox of Wood- 
ford and one child has been born to 
them, Frank Adna Childs. The latter 
was bom in 1867 and is a popular 
young business man ; he has been in 
partnership with his father since 1896. 
A. L. Childs is the senior business man 
of the village, where he has been in 
trade nearly forty years. 

A. L. Childs & Son carry a nice 
stock of choice family groceries, to- 
bacco and cigars. Their store is head- 
quarters for fruit, confectionery 
and ice cream in its season is served 
at all hours. A nice soda fountain 
receives an extensive patronage. They 
also carry sportsmen's supplies. 

They conduct a tonsorial parlor in 
the room adjacent to the store, em- 
ploying that popular barber, John 
McAuley. 

Adna L. Childs is a Democrat in 
politics, a Universalist in religious be- 
lief and support. At the age of sixty- 
six he is still an active and genial 
gentleman in the full possession of his 
mental and physical faculties. His 
mind is a repository of interesting 
reminiscences of the early scenes of 
his boyhood and we are indebted to 
him for many valuable historical sug- 
gestions. 






H. F. Barber St Son. 

The perpetuity of American institu- 
tions depends not as much on the bril- 
liant genius of leaders as upon the in- 
telligence, patriotism and integrity of 
the average citizen. The subject of 
this sketch is a good representative of 
the average American, who quietly 
and steadily performs the daily duty 
that falls to his lot. 

H. F. Barber was the son of Luther 
H., and Irena Flagg Barber and was 
bom in Wilmington in 1888. His 
father was a carpenter and joiner by 
trade and his handiwork is visible in 
many of the houses and bridges of this 
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GEORGE H. BARBER. 

town. 

Hardy was the youngest son of a 
family of two sons and two danghters. 
He was orphaned by his mother's 
death when six years old and his fath- 
er died six years later and in early 
boyhood he learned to ** paddle his 
own canoe.*' His school advantages 
were limited but well employed and 
he did such work as came to hand in 
factory or on farm. 

He went to Whitman, Mass., at the 
age of eighteen and learned the shoe- 
maker's trade, which he afterwards 
followed there for eight years. He 
returned to his native state at his 
country's call in 1863 and enlisted in 
Co. F., 16th Vermont, Col. W. G. 
Veasey. In January 1864 he re-en- 
listed as a musician in the 4rh Bri- 
gade, 2nd Division, Sixth Army Corps 
and was discharged after a year's ser- 
vice. 

After his return from the army he 
worked several years at his trade in 
Wilmington and bought a stock of 
boots and shoes in 1891 and has since 
sustained the double occupation of 
shoemaker and merchant. His sou, 
George H. Barber, has been ass )cinted 
with him since 1891, when he became 
of age. The latter married "Miss 
Clara Gleason of Woodford. They 
are prepared to do repairs neatly and 
promptly. Being practical shoe- 
makers they are experts in d.^scrimi- 
nating as to the quality and workman- 
ship of t'lese goods and their judg- 
ment can be relied on by the custom- 
ers. 

As the capital and experience in- 
creased they have extended the stock 
and added new features. They now 
occupy the first floor of Barnard's 
block and carry a good stock of boots, 
shoes and rubber goods, gents' cloth- 
ing and furnishings; in 1898 they put 
in a nice line of ladies' shirt waists 
and skirts, wrappers, with jackets, 
capes and fur goods in their season. 

H. F. Barber married Miss Rebacca 
D. Bonney in 1855 and their two sons, 
William E. and Luther H. are both 
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H. F. BARBER & SON'S STORE— SECTION OF LADIES' GOODS, ETC. 



liviug in Brattleboro. After Mrs. 
Barber's death in 1866, he married in 
1868, Clara B. Hubbard of Wilming- 
ton and three children were bom of 
this anion: George H., H. Forrest of 
New York City and Merton F. 

Mr. Barber is a member and Past 
Commander of C. B. Lawton Post G. 
A. R. and is one of the oldest mem- 
bers and for a long time treasurer of 
Social Lodge No. 88, F. and A. M. 
H. F. Barber was leader of the Wil- 
mini?ton Cornet Baud about fifteen 
years and of the Congregational choir 
about the same length of time. 

Hat»iry H. Corkins. 

Harry E. Corkins is a native of 
Whitinghara, a miller by training and 
occupation and a VVilmingtonian by 
choice and residence. He was born in 
1865, son of Elisha J. and Gracia A. 
(Holbrook) Corkins. Harry began 
working in his father's mill at the age 
of fifteen and remained in his father's 
employment three years after he be- 
came of age. He was engaged in the 
mill business at Jacksonville and else- 
where, until in 1893 he came to Wil- 
mington as the foreman for the Wil- 
mington Grain and Lumber Co., and 
acceptably filled that position one and 
a half years. 

In the fall of 1895 he bought a half 
interest with C. D. Spencer in the 
syrup business, removed the building 
to its present convenient site on the 
side track and installed an engine and 
boiler which was utilized for render- 
ing syrup on a large scale and also fur- 
nished power for grinding grain. 
Mr. Corkins located a modem steel 
mill and does the principal custom 
grinding of this section. He orders 
direct from the West in car-load lots, 
has elevators with storajje capacity of 
four car-loads, also good side track 
facilities and is thus enabled to sup- 
ply his customers with fresh feed at 
bed-rock prices. 

During the winter he grinds and 



sells three car loads of corn per 
month, beside other grain. He hss 
added the features of salt, pressed hay 
and the Coe, and Williams & Clark 
phosphates. 

He married Minnie E. Ripley of 
Wilmington. 

Mr. Corkins has an excellent busi- 
ness and social standing and is Wor- 
shipful Master of Social Lodge No. 88, 
F. and A. M. 

Porter St pox. 

iDhis enterprising firm occupies store- 
houses conveniently located at the side 
track near the depot, where they con- 
duct an extensive business at whole- 
sale and retail in grain, feed, flour, 
salt and phosphates. They average to 



sell more than a car-load of feed per 
week during the year and their busi- 
ness is steadily increasing. They 
order salt of different kinds in car-load 
lots, direct from the manufacturers 
and wholesale to the merchants and 
creameries. Their store is headquar- 
ters for phosphate in this valley. 
Both partners are well known and ex- 
perienced grain dealers. 

The trade in grain in this town has 
undoubtedly trebled daring the past 
decade, a fact due both to the increase 
of the lumber business and the exten- 
sion of the creamery system. This 
business was started in a small way 
some seven years ago by Mr. Clark 
Chandler, who added the line of farm 
machinery. In December 1898, E. H. 
Porter bought a half interest with Mr. 
Chandler. Last February Mr. Porter 
sold his half interest in the farm ma- 
chinery to Mr. Chandler and M. L. 
Fox of Whitingham became a partner 
in the grain business. 

Mr. Fox was a native of Wilming- 
ton and in 1861 enlisted in Co. C, 
Second Vermont Regiment, the first 
to enroll from Wilmington and saw 
three years of arduous service at the 
front. 

Mr. E. H. Porter came to this town 
from his native town of Whitingham 
in 1888 and was for several years 
treasurer of the Wilmington Grain and 
Lumber Co. He was appointed post- 
master under President Cleveland in . 
1898 and acceptably filled that posi- 
tion nearly four years. Mr. Porter 
combines genial social gifts with un- 
usual executive ability and although 
a member of the minority party he 
was elected to the legislature from 
Wilmington in 1892. Both members 
of the firm are well known Masons. 
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Walter S. fiirouin. 

Walter S. Brown is the enterprising 
furniture dealer centrally located in 
*' The Times block." Although he is 
one of the juniors in age and business 
experience, like the other ** eleventh 
hour" man he is getting his wages 
just the same. 

Mr. Brown's stock occupies three 
floors in one half of the block, an ag- 
gregate floor space ofnearly five thous- 
and feet. The salesroom on the first 
floor contains a handsome display of 





WILLIAM B. CLARK'S MEAT MARKET. 



W. S. BROWN. 

crockery, window shades, wall paper, 
lamps, toys, picture frames, room 
mouldings and Xmas goods in their 
season. The second floor is occupied 
with carpets, chairs, lounges and 
chamber sets, while the third floor is 
utilized as a stock room. 

Walter S. Brown is a native of Hali- 
fax, Vt., son of Lyman J. and Orrissa 
D. Stone Brown of that town He 
was bom in 1867 and bred upon the 
farm and completed his education at 



Glenwood Classical Seminary of West 
Brattle boro and at Troy Business Col- 
lege from which he graduated in 
1891. 

He began teaching school at the age 
of eighteen and enjoyed a valuable ex- 
perience of seventeen terms, during 
which time he read several chapters in 
the book of human nature and earned 
the means of completing his own edu- 
cation. He came to Wilmington in 
the spring of 1897 and after working 
one year as a compositor in Th6 
Times office he bought a half interest 
with A. L. Wheeler in the tin busi- 
ness, which partnership subsisted on^ 
year. Mr. Brown then bought the 
furniture store of A. M. Parmelee, 
which he has since conducted to the 
mutual satisfaction of himself and the 
public. Last December he formed a 
matrimonial partnership with Lula 
C, daughter of R. H. Faulkner, a 
prominent farmer of this town and he 
has recently erected a commodious 
residence on School street. Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown are esteemed members of 
Victory Grange, P. of H. 




LUilliam B. Clairk. 

William B. Clark is the junior in 
age and experience of the business 
men of Wilmington. Believing that 
the town is big enough and smart 
enough to sustain two markets, during 
the past year he has kept open market 
on Shafter street and perambulated 
the hills and valleys of this pleasant 
region, exchanging good meat for 
cash. 

His two carts also cover East Dover, 
West Dover, Marlboro, Jacksonville, 
Whitingham and Halifax. 

Mr. Clark is the former foreman of 
the Grain and Lumber Company and 
the Wilmingtonians know that he is 
all right. He has a good market and 
his business is increasing. 

Tanis Courtemanehe. 

Tanis Courtemanche is the kind of 
an immigrant that is welcome in Wil- 
mington. He came here twenty-two 
years ago at the age of twenty and has 
industriously followed the trade of 
blacksmi thing since. After working 
fifteen years for his brother, J. Courte- 
manche, he went into partnership 
with him during one year. In 1894 
the firm was dissolved, Joseph taking 
the wood shop and Tanis the black- 
smith shop, which he has since con- 
ducted. ** Strike while the iron is 
hot" is his motto, which keeps the 
anvil ringing from "early mom till 
dewey eve." 

The natives from far and near have 
found the way to the old shop and al- 
ways find the proprietor ready for bus- 
iness. 

Mr. Courtemanche married a Wil- 
mington lady, Alma, daughter of 
Hosea Ballon of an honored family ; 
they have one daughter, Goldie. 
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William fll. Vogel. 

William M. Vogel is a thrifty and 
enterprising German-American, who 
is engaged in the meat business and in 
farming. He was born in Germany in 
1856 and came to New York City at 
three years of age with his father's 
family, where he spent his early boy- 
hood. 

He came to Wilmington at the age 
of fourteen and found a home with a 
gocd farmer, Mills Brown, during his 
minority, when he returned to New 
York City and spent ten years in "Wie 
milk business. He then decided that 
Wilmington was a good town to move 
to and here worked for C. C. and P. 
G. Hubbard and other good farmers, 
drove team and was variously employ- 
ed until 1893, when he bought his 
farm and the meat business of J. L. 
Patch. This farm is located on the 
Deerfield rjver half a mile below Wil- 
mington village, contains about 100 
acres in a very high state of cultiva- 
tion and a splendid sugar place of 600 
trees with a modern equipment. Mr. 
Vogel has greatly increased the pro- 
ductiveness of the farm and has slated 
the roofs and put the buildings in ex- 
cellent repair. He keeps a consider- 
able number of high-grade Durham 
steers for the market and buys on the 
hoof — nothing but the best 

Mr. Vogel takes full charge of all 
of the details of his business and runs 
a daily meat cart in the village and 
three times a week to the Mountain 



Mills. The result of his good stock, 
enterprise and square dealing is seen 
in his extensive and increasing trade, 
as well as in the abundant prosperity 
he has achieved. 

He married Alice E., daughter of 
William D. Miller of this town, who 
died in June, 1899. 

Mr. Vogel is a genial personality 
of benevolent impulses and serves the 
public very acceptably. 

Pirank S. fiellouis. 

Frank S. Bellows is a good type of 
the industrious, energetic, mechanic, 
at once a capitalist and a laborer, a 
most useful class of citizens in our 
Vermont towns. In 1889 he came to 
Wilmington and purchased a half in- 
terest in the mills of his brother-in- 
law, L P. Copeland and a year later 
became sole owner. Since that time 
he has largely refitted and refurnished 
the mills with up-to-date machinery, 
including a powerful cider press, 
planer, matcher, bench saw and turn- 
ing lathes, greatly increasing its 
capacity. The cider mill with a daily 
capacity of nearly 75 barrels, has a 
yearly output of from 1200 to 1400 
barrels and does the leading business 
in this section. Mr. Bellows annually 
buys about five thousand bushels of 
apples and manufactures from ten to 
twelve tons of jelly. 

His hardwood lumber is purchased 
of the farmers and is largely manufac- 
tured into the finished product of dow- 



els, chair stretchers, etc. 

The mill does a large custom busi- 
ness in sawing soft-wood timber and 
about, 100,000 shingles are manu- 
factured annually. The mills are lo- 
cated on the Deerfield river about a 
mile below the village and a steam 
plant is utilized when needed, giving 
ample power. 

Mr. Bellows furnishes a ready mar- 
ket for the surplus timber of the 
vicinity and his business is in various 
ways an important benefit to the 
town. 

Mr. Bellows was bom in Marlboro 
in 1856, son of Horatio and Betsey 
Had ley Bellows, and spent his minor- 
ity on the paternal farm. He was then 
employed in tanneries at West Hali- 
fax and Keene, N. H. He married in 
1880, Myra, daughter of Harvey Cope- 
land, a well known citizen of Dover. 
They have two children, Merton F. 
and Mary I. Bellows. 
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Joseph Courtemanche. 

Joseph Courtemanche is an excel- 
lent type of the pushing, successfal 
French-American. He was born in 
1853 in St. Lin, P. Q., and at the age 
of fifteen, began to learn the black- 
smith's trade. He came to Wilmington 
in 1873 and in December of that year 
bought the little shop now owned by 
his brother and began business for 
himself. He was active, industrious 
and skillful and soon built up a good 
patronage. 

In 1876 he married Jennie A., 
daughter of Hiram Wheeler of Wil- 
mington, a young lady of character 
and social gifts, who proved a valua- 
ble helpmeet. In 1880 Mr. Courte- 
manche erected the main part of his 
wood shop, 40 by 28 feet, two stories, 
with paint shop on the second floor. 

This enabled him, not only to do all 



temanche have an interesting family 
of three children: Roy J., twenty- 
two years of age, Ethel L., nineteen 
and Alice E., eleven, repectively. 

Mr. Courtemanche began his career 
here with very limited capital, but 
has grown up with the town and has 
contributed his full share to the gener- 
al prosperity. 

li. H. Stafkey. 

Luther H. Starkey is a good type of 
the New England veteran of the Civil 
war, bur is best known in this section 
as an experienced and skillful fancy, 
sign, carriat^e and ornamental painter. 

He was brought up on a farm near 
Keeue, N. H., and left home at the 
age of nineteen and served an appren- 
ticeship to the painter's trade at Pet- 
erboro, N. H. . He enlisted in De- 
cember 1861 in Co. K. Sixth New 





L. H. STARKEY. 
daughter residing in Fitchburg. 

Oscar p. Houie. 

Oscar F. Howe is a blacksmith by 
birth, training and occupation. He 
was born in Dover, Vt., in 1853 and 
began to learn the trade of his father, 
Fayette R. Howe, at the age of nine- 
teen. 

Mr. Howe came to Wilmington in 
1875 and after working a few months 
for J. Courtemanche, bought an old 
shop near the saw mill and set up in 
the business which he has followed 



JOSEPH COURTEMANCHE'S RESIDENCE— WEST MAIN STREET. 



needed repairs in wood and iron, but 
to develop a lively business in the 
manufacture of sleds, carriages, dump- 
carts, etc., to order. 

Finding the competition of the lar- 
ger concerns in the manufacture of 
lighter vehicles too severe, Mr. Cour- 
temanche in 1892 introduced impor- 
tant changes. He erected the annex 
to the wood shop, put in an engine, 
planers, matchers and wood working 
machinery and since that time has 
done the leading business in town in 
furnishing materials for building and 
repairs, a much appreciated conven- 
ience to the public. 

In 1894 in answer to an urgent de- 
mand, having received pledges 
amounting to $1200 he took the re- 
sponsibility of installing an electric 
light plant for the village, an impor- 
tant enterprise, which places Wilming- 
ton in line with the progressive towns. 
Thirty-six incandescent lights, at a 
distance of 150 feet, are furnished at 
a rent of |42 per mouth. The elec- 
trics are also used in all of the public 
buildings and many privAte resi- 
dences. In 1894 he also erected his 
fine residence on a commanding site 
on Main street. Mr. and Mrs. Cour- 



Hampshire Regiment and saw three 
years of varied and interesting ser- 
vice. He participated with his regi- 
ment in the Burnside campaign at 
Roanuke Island, Hatteras and New- 
born, was in the army of the Potomac 
at Second Bull Run, Anti6tam, South 
Mountain and the storming of the 
heights of Fredricksburg ; later was in 
Kentucky and took part in the Vicks- 
burg campaign and was discharged 
with an excellent record at Petersburg 
in 1864. 

Returning from the front he resum- 
ed his trade and as a fancy decorator 
was engaged twenty years with the 
Keene Chair Co., and nine years with 
the Hale Chair Co., of Arlington, Vt. 
During the past half dozen years he 
has been engaged summers with M. E. 
Converse & Co., W^inchendon, Mass., 
in decorating fancy rocking horses 
and in fancy sign and carriage paint- 
ing at Wilmington and Reads boro 
winters. 

Mr. Starkey is a member and a past 
commander of John Sedgwick Post G. 
A. R. of Keene, w^hich is his home and 
he is also an Odd Fellow. 

He has a son, Arthur E. E. Starkey, 
foreman of The Times ofllce and a 




OSCAR F. HOWE. 

ever since, with the exception of a 
year and one-half. 

In 1884 he built his commodious 
blacksmith and paint shop, 28 by 50 
feet, two stories on Depot street. 

Mr. Howe has built up the leading 
business in town and besides himself, 
employs tw^o competent workmen in 
the shop and a painter during most of 
the season. The leading feature is 
horse shoeing, but an extensive busi- 
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O. F. HOWE'S SHOP. 

noss is done in ironing sleds and wag- 
ons and in general repairs of every- 
thing in wood and iron. Mr. Howe 
also sells buggies and sleighs, harness, 
robes, whips, horse furnishings, etc. 

Howe is a hustler. 

He married Miss Jennie Lawton of 
Wilmington in 1879 and they have one 
son, Guy O. Howe. 

John Vi. Buell. 

John R. Bueiris an excellent repre- 
sentative of the iugenius, enterprising 
Yankee mechanic and business man, at 
once a laborer and a capitalist, and he 
also represents an early and once 
numerous family. His grandfather, 
Daniel Buell, came to town in his 
early manhood, married Electa Ran- 
som and settled near Lake Raponda 
and there brought up a family of 
seven children: Lydia, Samuel, 
Elvira, Daniel, Electa, Maria and 
Chauucey. Only two, Samuel R. and 
Elvira, wife of J. H. Dix, reared fam- 
ilies in this town. S. R. married 
Mary E., daughter of Timothy Flagg 
and remained on the old farm. Their 
family consisted of three sons : Dan- 
iel A., John R. and Albert C. 

John R. Buell was bom in 1840 and 
received the wholesome training of 
the farm and the common schools. 
When he became of age he went to 
Cambridge, Mass., and engaged as the 
driver of a baker's team, where he re- 
mained several years. In 1866 he 
married Mary E. Field of Chesterfield, 
N. H., and about the same time en- 
gaged in the milk business at Cam- 
bridge and Boston. In the fall of 
1868 he returned to Wilmington and 
invested his courage, capital and in- 
genuity in the marble business, as a 
partner of the firm of Robinson & 
Buell. With the exception of one year 
he has successfully followed this oc- 
cupation until the present time. In 
the spring of 91' he went to New York 
and engaged in the baking business, 
which he continued three years, still 
carrying on his marble business. 

During these twenty-two years the 
business has undergone great changes. 
Much less marble and more granite is 
used than formerly and the improved 
facilities of machinery at the large 
shops enable them to finish the work 
there more cheaply than elsewhere. 
Hence the dealer has become practical- 



ly a jobber, ordering finished work 
from samples and doing only lettering 
and setting up of stones. John Buell 
is as solid and square as his granite 
monuments and his orders come from 
a large circuit. He represents the 
Vermont marbles and all kinds of do- 
mestic and foreign granites and at 
bed-rock prices. 

Mr. Buell has been a Mason many 
years. His eldest son, Orrin R. Buell, 
bom in 1871, an enterprising commer- 
cial salesman of marble and granite, 
is now a partner in the business, hav- 
ing charge of the sales outside of the 
office. Helen M. is librarian of the 



was a life-long resident and prosper- 
ous farmer and reared a family of 
eleven children, of whom only two are 
now living, James of Bennington, for- 
merly a carriage maker, and Frank of 
Brattleboro, once a harness maker in 
Wilmington. John F. and W. N. are 
now the only adult male representa- 
tives in town of this once numerous 
family. 

John F. Bassett was bom and bred 
upon a farm where he remained until 
after he became of age, when he 
bought the harness business of the es- 
tate of Anson Barber. He was with- 
out experience, but engaged a skillful 



\ 




I* 

it 


••■:^ 


m 




^H!^-^'^ 




p' 


f^^ 


W'"' 




r ' • ■ ' ''^ 




t^*y^ 


% 




fcu- -t 


iM.4r', 




'111 


^ ■^ ■ 


HBIM i - i^ 


wm 












^^ 



J. R. BUELL'S RESIDENCE. 



Wilmington 'Public Library; J. Albert 
is an excellent scholar and at the age 
of fifteen, is leader of the Wilmington 
Comet Band. 

Mr. Buell and all of the family are 
endowed with fine musical tastes and 
have been and are identified with the 
choir and band. 

John p. Bassett. 

John F. Bassett is a native and a 
familiar figure of Wilmington. He 
was born in 1857, one of the five chil- 
dren of J. Newton and Susan Boyd 
Bassett. William N. Bassett and Mrs. 
Ella S. Boyd also reside in Wilming- 
ton. J. Manning Bassett, a soldier of 
the Civil war, of the Eleventh Ver- 
mont Heavy Artillery, resides at 
Readsboro ; and Mrs. Esther E. Dicken- 
son at Plymouth, North Dakota. 

Jedediah Bassett, great grandfather 
of the present generation, was one of 
the early settlers. His son Jonathan 



workman of whom he learned the 
trade. 

Many changes have taken place dur- 
ing the score of years that he has con- 
ducted the harness business at the old 
stand and only two of the present mer- 
chants are his seniors in business. Mr. 
Bassett is a skillful and reliable work- 
man and does a large share of the 
work in the shop. He has continued 
to make heavy harnesses, which he 
sells on their merits and keeps in 
stock light harnesses of his own and 
other makes. He carries a stock of 
blankets, robes and horse furnishings, 
has the largest and with one excep- 
tion, the only shop in the Deerfield 
Valley and does a good stroke of busi- 
ness, both in sales and repairs. He 
owns a good farm in town, also a vil- 
lage farm which he rents. He has 
shown much foresight in the invest- 
ment of confidence and cash in village 
real estate and has received good re- 
turns on its rise in value by reason of 
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the advent of the railroad. 

Mr. Bassett has 0ven his attention 
closely and zealously to his business, 
although always interested in village 
prosperity, and. has been financially 
successful. 

Mi^s. P. M- Davis. 

Mrs. P. M. Davis presents her com- 
pliments to her numerous friends and 
customers and is pleased to receive 
them at her millinery rooms on North 
River street. 

She exhibits a stylish and season- 
able stock of hats and bonnets, trim- 
med and un trimmed and ladies' fur- 
nishings in every department. Mrs. 
Davis, formerly Delia Boyd, opened a 
stock of goods some three vears ago 
for Mrs. S. S. Hunt of Brattleboro. 
Last Christmas she began the business 
on her own account at her home and 
moved to her present store last April. 
Her trimmer is Miss Alta Jewell of 
Whitingham, who learned her trade of 
a French milliner. 

Thanking her friends for past favors 
she will endeavor to deserve a contin- 
uance and increase of the same. Mrs. 
Davis enjoys a wide circle of acquain- 
tances and friends and her business 
has rapidly increased. 

nirs. A. n. Ottignon. 

Mrs. A. A. Ottignon is one of the 
new-comers in Wilmington, but two 
years' experience has comfirmed her 
first impression that it is a good place 
to move to. 

Mrs. Ottignon learned her trade of 
Madam Grace, a noted milliner of Bos- 
ton. She has had years of experience 
in the city and country trade, keeps 
in touch with the times and well in- 
formed in the latest styles and novel- 
ties and studies to fit her patrons in a 
becoming manner. Her motto is 
**Fair prices and good work; live 
and let live." Mrs. Ottignon came 
from And over. Me., purchased the 
stock of Mrs. Clark and continues the 
business at this well known store. 

Mrs. Ottignon is a versatile and 
agreeable saleslady and her handsome 
stock invites inspection. 




FRANK L. ALLEN. 

The hotel is a commodious three 
story building with front veranda fcr 
each floor. It contains about thirty- 
five guest rooms. The cuisine is ex- 
cellent; in fact the table will not 
suffer by comparison with those of the 



found a more congenial field of work 
as a landlord. He took possession of 
the Vermont House in September, 
1894. His efforts are well sustained 
by an efficient corps of assistants, both 
in the house and stable, several of 
whom have been with him for yPArs 
and are familiar to the occasional 
guest. Mr. Allen is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the points of natural 
interest and takes great pleasure in 
pointing them out to tourist and 
guest ; hence his hotel has become a 
rendezvous for this valley. 

The office of the hotel, with its 
cheerful fireplace is a good school for 
the study of human nature. Here 
you will meet the free and easy con- 
tractor, who knows the country like a 
book, the sleek and and well fed com- 
mercial traveler with his latest funny 
yam, the newspaper man, hungry for 
information and griddle cakes, the 
witty blacksmith, the humorous doc- 
tor and the old inhabitant who sighs 
for the "good old days before the 
war' ' when a stout working man could 
earn half a dollar a day and board. 
The hotel court, though often jolly, 
is always civil. 




VERMONT HOUSE— F. L. ALLEN, Prop. 



The Vermont House. 

Wilmington is fortunate in having a 
modern, well conducted hotel. The 
Vermont House has always sustained 
a good reputation, but the golden age 
is now. Mr. Allen has introduced 
most of the modem improvements that 
the house now enjoys, an abundant 
supply of pure cold spring water, mar- 
ble fixtures for the office and bath 
rooms, new furniture and electric 
lights and steam heat. The dining 
room has been lightened by new win- 
dows and the verandas have been mod- 
ernized, which gives the hotel a pleas- 
ing appearance. 

The livery has been largely increas- 
ed and replenished with new outfits 
and in every respect satisfactory and 
up-to-date. 



large hotels, while the table service in 
charge of Mrs. May Crafts, the sister 
of Mr. Allen, is most prompt and sat- 
isfactory. Here you will get real yel- 
low cream, fine butter, fresh eggs and 
pure maple syrup of the most delicate 
flavor. 

The Vermont House, under the able 
management of Mr. Allen, deserves 
and receives an extensive and increas- 
ing patronage, from the local as well 
as from the commercial and traveling 
public. Mr. Allen has won this success 
in an entirely legitimate way, by cat- 
ering to the public and keeping a first- 
class temperance hotel, which receives 
a warm commendation from its 
patrons. He is **the right man in the 
right place." 

Frank L. Allen is a native of Strat- 



Joseph Gilbert, Jr. 

Joseph Gilbert, Jr., was a '*down 
easter" by birth, a river driver by oc- 
cupation, a Wilmington farmer by 
choice and a hustler every time. 

He started as a river driver at four- 
teen years of age and followed that oc- 
cupation until 1897 on the rivers of 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 

He began work on the Deerfield as 
a private in 1884, the next year he be- 
came foreman and remained in that 
capacity until 1893 when he made a 
contract with Newton Brothers for 
cutting and driving about ten million 
feet of timber on the West branch of 
the Deerfield and worked on that con- 
tract until the spring of '97. 

He came to Wilmington with his 



ton, Vt., a farm-bred boy who has family in 1888 and bought his present 
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H. W. STEARNS' HOTEI^-FROM ELEVATION NEAR NORTHERN END OF LAKE. 




MRS. H. A. FOX'S COTTAGE. 




H. W. STEARNS' COTTAGE. 



farm in 1894. In October '97, he 
stocked his farm with a dairy — in all 
forty head of cattle — which is about 
his usual stock. He has the grade 
Jersey and his record at the creamery 
is second to none. His fine meadow 
farm of 170 acres is located only half 
a mile from the village and contains a 
commodious stock barn, one of the 
best in town, 98 feet in length, with 
entire cellar. 

Joseph and Mary L. Cheney Gilbert 
have had five children, all living ex- 
cept John M. Gilbert, a promising 
young man, 21 years old, a soldier of 
Co. F, First Maine, Heavy Artillery, 
who died in the hospital at Augusta, 
Me., in 1898. 

H. W. Steairns. 

Horace W. Steams, son of Horace 
and Lucretia A. (Tanner) Steams, was 
bom in Wilmington August 14, 1847. 

He was reared among the usual sur- 
roundings of the youth of his time, re- 
ceiving his education from the public 
schools of his native town. Reaching 
his majority in 1868 he went to New 
York and for about two years worked 
for his uncle, Mr. Hart Tanner. In 
1870 he embarked in the baking busi- 
ness for himself in the city of Brook- 
lyn, which occupation he followed for 
about fifteen years w^ith marked suc- 
cess. Disposing of his business he 
traveled extensively, going to Califor- 
nia three times. 

Turning his attention to real estate 
transactions in Brooklyn he erected 
several blocks all of which he rented 
to good advantage. In making such 
large outlays of money he found it 
necessary to obtain loans from the 
banks. The bank officials at once per- 
ceiving that he possessed unusually 
good judgement, coupled with a rare 
promptness in meeting his obligations, 
extended to him freely pecuniary priv- 
ileges for the carrying out of his un- 
dertakings. About three years ago he 
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LAKE RAPONDA— FROM H. W. STEARNS' COTTAGE, HIGHLAND AVENUE. 



resnmed the baking business and has a 
prosperous establishment at 751-3 Ful- 
ton street, Brooklyn. 

During all these years, although 
deeply engrossed with business cares 
and responsibilities, he has never ceas- 
ed to have an active interest in the 
affairs of his native tow^n and has ever 
been ready to aid in her prosperity and 
welfare. When the Hoosac Tunnel & 
Wilmington railroad was' projected in 
1890 and 1891 and other enterprises 
were instituted for the development 
of the town, Mr. Steams was active in 
the forwarding of every interest. He 
was one of the prime movers in making 



Raponda Lake a place of summer re- 
sort and contributed largely and work- 
ed incessantly for the building of the 
large hotel at that place which was 
unfortunately destroyed by fire in De- 
cember 1896. 

He has erected nearly all of the cot- 
tages in the vicinity of the lake and 
has also erected a large and commod- 
ious hotel on a beautiful peninsula, 
known as ** Sherwood park." The 
hotel is provided with modem conven- 
iences and nearly one hundred people 
can be accommodated. The location 
and surroundings are delightful and 
rare opportunities are afforded for rest 



and recreation. The lake is one of the 
most beautiful in southern Vermont 
and the constantly increasing patron- 
age shows that people are appreciative 
of this place as a summer resort. The 
hotel is under competent management, 
but Mr. Stearns comes from the city 
very frequently to look after all neces- 
sary details. 

Mr. Stearns has two brothers and 
one sister living. He was married in 
1873 to Miss Jennie A. Wilder of this 
place. Of this union one son was 
bom, Arthur W., who is actively as- 
sociated with his father in the man- 
agement of the city business and dis- 
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plays excellent ability therein. 

Mr. Stearns, by his nnqnestioned 
sincerity, his honorable dealing in 
business and the public spirit he has 
ever manifested, has won the respect 
of all and is considered a leading and 
influential citizen. 

J. H. Kiddetr. 

John Henry Kidder is one of the 
town fathers — a solid practical man 
of affairs, in the fifties, who looks ten 
years younger. He was a son of John 
O. Kidder of Wardsboro and in his 
early training on the farm developed a 
strong physique, good habits of indus- 
try, economy and integrity. He en- 
joyed the benefits of a few terms at 
Leland and Gray seminary, Towns- 
hend, Vt., and of teaching several 
terms of district school. 

Leaving home at the age of nine- 
teen, he got a taste of mercantile life 
by clerking four years in a store at 
Northampton, Mass. He came to Wil- 
mington in 1867 and the following 
year formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Emogene J., daughter of Liberty 
Wilder, and a business partnership 
with his father-in-law in the purchase 
and management of the Vermont 
House and livery. 

They conducted the hotel seventeen 
busy, prosperous years, establishing an 
excellent reputation and business, after 
which they rented it two years and 
then sold out. It was here in 1873 
that Mr. Kidder began his somewhat 
remarkable career as deputy sheriff, a 
position which he has held for twenty- 
seven years with the exception of the 
two terms which he served as high 
sheriff. There being only one deputy 
in this locality, the business was the 
most extensive of any point in Wind- 
ham county, during the earlier part of 
this long period. 

Mr. Kidder possesses those essential 
requisites of a good executive officer, 
quick perception, good judgement, 
courage and will power. It is his 
honorable record that no criminal ever 




slipped through his fingers during his 
long service of twenty-seven years. 
During nine of these years he trav- 
eled 30,000 miles by actual reckoning. 

After the sale of the hotel his time 
and attention was absorbed to a large 
exent in the settlement of estates, a 
line of work in which he has excelled: 
During several years he was an exten- 
sive dealer in wool and live stock. He 
has dealt to a considerable extent in 
real estate in this vicinity and his 
counsel and advice is often sought in 
business and financial affairs. 

He purchased his present residence 
in 1889 and soon afterwards engaged in 
the business of undertaking, which he 
has since continued. He has learned 
the art of embalming, which is com- 
ing into general use, especially during 
the summer season. Mr. Kidder has 
charge of the town hearse, furnishing 
the team, and his services as manager 
at funerals are highly appreciated and 
widely sought. 

Although not an aspirant, he has 



A liberal taste for curios and antique 
china has resulted in a very fine col- 
lection. 

Mr. Kidder was the former owner 
of the farm which he sold to the For- 
est and Stream Club and for the past 
five years he has been the local agent 
and has inaugurated many improve- 
ments on the premises. The organi- 
zation of this club marks an import- 
ant era in the social life of the town. 

Mr. Kidder is a trustee of the Sav- 
ings Bank and also of the public 
library. He is a member of Victory 
Grange and well known in Masonic 
circles as a past master of Social 
Lodge F. and A. M. and as a member 
of Fort Dummer Chapter and Beaus- 
eant Commandery of Brattleboro. 

C. en. (Russell. 

The subject of this sketch needs no 
special introduction to the readers of 
The Times. He is well known in bus- 
iness, literary and fraternal circles 
and for many years has been a promi- 
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J. H. KIDDER. 



served the town well and for a long 
time as road commissioner, school 
director and for eight terms on the 
board of selectmen, most of the time 
as chairman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kidder have had two 
children, Edith, who died in infancy 
and Faith W. 

The home life is brightened by the 
delights of music, literature and art. 
Mrs. Kidder is a thorough musician 
and has taught music on the organ 
and piano for more than thirty years 
and during that time has instructed 
more than two hundred pupils in this 
and adjoining towns and has been 
organist in some one of the different 
churches continuously during this 
period. Miss Kidder plays the violin 
and mandolin, as well as the piano. 
Mr. Kidder has led the singing in the 
different churches and at funerals for 
many years. 



nent figure in the public affairs of his 
native town. He was the only son of 
Jordan H. and Harriet L. (Partridge) 
Russell and was bom in this town 
December 7, 1842. He received his 
early education in the public schools 
of Wilmington and commenced teach- 
ing at the age of eighteen. 

In August 1862 he entered Wesley- 
un Academv, Wilbraham, Mass. In 
a few days thereafter came a call from 
President Lincoln for volunteers to fill 
the ranks of the Union Army. Heed- 
ing the duty of the hour he returned 
to Wilmington and enlisted in Co. F, 
16th Vt. Vols. — thus exchanging the 
ambitions and delights of the stu- 
dent's life for the hardships and pri- 
vations of the camp and field. He 
participate:! with his regiment in the 
battle of Gettysburg, July 2-3, 1863; 
was mustered out of service August 
10, 1863 by reason of expiration of 
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term of enlistment. 

Returning to Wilbraham, he fitted 
for college, gradnatine with honor 
June 1865. For three years thereaf- 
ter he filled the position of principal 
of the Wilmington High School, near- 
ly one hundred and twenty-five pupils 
being in attendance each term. From 
1867 to 1878 he was engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits in Wilmington. 




C. M. RUSSELL. 

Soon after Mr. Russell again engaged 
in the profession of teaching. 

In 1882 Mr. Russell entered the Na- 
tional College of Elocution and Ora- 
tory at Philadelphia, graduating in 
1884. For about six years Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell traveled through New 
England and a portion of New York 
state, giving public readings and illus- 
trated entertainments, which were re- 
ceived with marked favor. 

He was one of the incorporators of 
the Mount Vernon Institute of Elo- 
cution and Languages at Philadelphia 



(1885) and has held the position of 
director since that time. In 1891 he 
was elected a member of the Board of 
Councilors, American Institute of Civ- 
ics, New York City. In 1882 he was 
appointed as doorkeeper of the state 
senate at Montpelier. 

Since 1893 he has devoted his time 
mostly to his extensive insurance busi- 
ness, covering all branches, represen- 
ting the largest and best companies, 
both American and foreign. 

Being the only insurance agent in 
the Deerfield Valley, he has a wide 
field and a constantly increasing pat- 
ronage. He is at present secretary of 
the Windham County Board of Under- 
writers. 

He has held various town offices, 
including justice of the peace, school 
superintendent and director, member 
of the county board of education, 
lister for nearly ten years, constable 
and collector and chairman of village 
trustees. 

Mr. Russell is methodical and con- 
scientiously thorough in whatever he 
undertakes. He indulges a cultivated 
literary taste and is a frequent contri- 
butor to the columns of newspapers and 
periodicals. He possesses a fine library 
of nearly fifteen hundred volumes to 
which he makes constant additions. 

In politics Mr. Russell has always 
been an earnest Republican. He cast 
bis first vote for Abraham Lincoln in 
1864. 

He became a member of Social 
Lodge, F. & A. M., in 1867; has been 
worshipful master three terms, D. 
D. D. M. of the eighth district and 
secretary of Social Lodge for over 
twenty -five years. 

He was a charter member of C. B. 
Lawton Post, G. A. R., instituted in 
1888 ; has been commander, delegate to 
state encampments and on the staff of 
Col. W. G. Veazey, national com- 
mander ; has been quartermaster of the 
post for several years. 




Mr. Ru88ell was married to Miss 
Gertrude E. Bowen of Readsboro, in 
June, 1877; a daughter, Blanche 
Leone, bom in 1879, cheers their at- 
tractive home. Mr. Russell unites a 
pleasing address and a social disposi- 
tion with a wide and intimate know- 
ledge of men and affairs in this section 
and we are especially indebted to him 
for many interesting facts and sug- 
gestions relating to the town. He 
compiled the proceedings of the re- 
union held in this place in 1890, and 
as secretary of the present reunion as- 
sociation has worked faithfully to 
make it a grand success. He will be 
pleased to correspond with anyone in- 
terested in Wilmington or her x>eople. 

Clark Chandler. 

Dear reader in your company as an 
escort of honor, we will pass a pleas- 
ant evening in the beautiful and hos- 
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CLARK CHANDLER, 
pitable mansion of Clark Chandler and 
have a cheerful chat at)out the Wil- 
mington of the past and the present. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chandler are intelligent, 
kindly and substantial people still in 
the prime of later middle life and he 
is the representative of three genera- 
tions of honored citizenship. His 
grandfather, Simeon Chandler, settled 
in the wilderness on the Brattleboro 
road and cleared up the old homestead 
where three generations of farmers re- 
sided for more than a century. 

Simeon Chandler was born in 1752 
and died in 1845 on the old farm. He 
reared a large family of children of 
whom Ezra, the youngest, remained 
on the homestead and solaced the de- 
clining years of his aged parents. 

The latter married Miriam Needham 
of Marlboro and three children were 
born to them : Ann, who died in in- 
fancy, Dana P., a soldier of the 16th 
Vermont Regiment, who was killed 
at the battle of Gettysburg, and 
Clark, who was the **home boy". 

Clark Chandler needs no card of in- 
troduction to the people of Wilming- 
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ton and vicinity. A big, brawny, 
brainy man, who does not wear his 
true inwardness on his coat sleeve, 
but who wears well; a man with a 
qoaint, quiet sense of hnmor and or- 
i^nal well defined opinions, he has 
the confidence of the Wilmingtonians. 

Clark Chandler married Melissa 
Pease of Marlboro in 1870 and they 
remained on the farm nntil 1890. 
Their only daughter, Mattie, married 
Leslie Hicks. 

Mr. Chandler engaged in the grain 
trade here in 1893 and sold his farm 
and removed to his present residence 
in the village in 1895. He was for a 



the United States. On the twelfth day 
of September, 1863, appointed by 
President Lincoln, a second lieutenant 
in the Sixth Regiment, United States 
Colored Troops, Infantry, reporting 
for duty at Camp William Penn, near 
Philadelphia to Gen. Lonis Wagner, 
now past commander in chief 6. A. R. 
Lieutenant Goulding served with his 
regiment on the Peninsula during the 
winter of 1863-4, nominally camped at 
Yorktown, but actually marching and 
raiding nearly all the time. 

In May, 1864, when the Eighteenth 
Army Corps was organized and officers 
were selected for staff duty, he was 




RESIDENCE OF CLARK CHANDLER, EAST MAIN STREET. 



year or more in company with E. H. 
Porter but since February last has 
been engaged in the sale of coal 
and farm implements. 

He has often assisted in the settle- 
ment of estates and has aslo efficiently 
discharged the duties of lister, select- 
man, road commissioner and justice of 
the i)eace. He has been a director of 
the Wilmington Savings Bank since its 
organization and is now its president. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chandler are, with one 
exception, the only surviving charter 
members of Victory Grange in town 
and he has been secretary or master 
for many years and a frequent repre- 
sentative at the state Grange. 

Col. J. H. Goulding. 

Col. Joseph H. Goulding, treasurer 
of the Wilmington Savings Bank, was 
bom at Potsdam, St. Lawrence 
County, N. Y., June 8, 1842. Edu- 
cated at St. Lawrence Academy, 
N. Y., and Williston (Vermont) 
Academy and Norwich University 
Vermont, being ordered, while a cadet 
at the latter institution in August, 
1863, for examination before a board in 
Washington of which Gen. Silas Casev 
was president, with a view to being 
appointed into the military service of 



against Fort Fisher, North Carolina, 
December, 1864, and January, 1866, 
Sugar Loaf Hill, N. C, January, 1865, 
Sherman's march on Raleigh and Gen. 
Joe Johnston's surrender, 1865. 

Was promoted to first lieutenant 
May 6, 1865 and mustered out of ser- 
vice with his regiment at Philadel- 
phia, September 20, 1865. 

Returning to Vermont, he settled in 
Rutland where he joined Roberts Post, 
Department of Vermont, Grand Army 
of the Republic in 1868, when it was 
organized ; was post adjutant to Post 
Commander W. G. Veazey in 1869, '70 
and '71, served as assistant adjutant 
general of the department two terms^ 
1872 and '73, when Comrade Veazey 
was the department commander; was 
on the department council of adminis- 
tration 1875, 6, 7; was elected depart- 
ment commander in 1880 and again in 
1881, repeatedly represented the de- 
partment in the national encampment 
at one of which he and one other only 
from Vermont were present; was a 
member of the national council of 
administration in 1872 and 1873. On 
August 14, 1890, at the national en- 
campment held in Boston he was ap- 
pointed adjutant general of the order 
by Commander-in-Chief Veazey and 
was sworn in by Past Commander in 
Chief Devens. His administration of 
the affairs of the adjutant general's 
department of this great order has 
been very widely commended and to 
his untiring efforts, zeal and intelli- 
gence in no small degree, was the 
splendid record of Commander-in- 
Chief Veazey 's administration made 
one of the notable features of the his- 
tory of tl)e order. 

In August, 1873, he acted as adjut- 
ant general of the First Vermont Sol- 



detailed by orders emanating from the 
headquarters of the Department of 
Virginia and North Carolina, Fort 
Monroe, Va., Gen. Benjamin F. But- 
ler, commanding, as ambulance officer 
and acting assistant quartermaster and 
served continuously thereafter as such 
in the Eighteenth, Twenty-fifth and 
Tenth (Terry's) Army Corps in the 
armies of the James and the Ohio. 
While in the Eighteenth Corps he 
acted as ambulance corps adjutant, 
and although repeated requests were 
made for his return for duty to his 
regiment, they were invariably refused 
on account of his usefulness in this 
staff duty. 

At one time, while absent on a 
southern expedition he was relieved 
and ordered to his regiment, but upon 
his return, and Gen. Terry being 
made cognizant of the order, he was 
immediately re-detailed, Gen. Terry's 
adjutant general dictating the order 
while in the saddle, that Lieut. 
Goulding might continue in this par- 
ticular service. His command was 
engaged at Petersburg, June 15, 1864, 
again at Petersburg, the Mine, July 
30, 1864, Fair Oaks, Va., October 27, 
18(54, New Market Heights, Va., Sep- 
tember 29, 1864, the expeditions 




COL. J. H. GOULDING. 

diers' reunion at Rutland — an occa- 
sion which was the largest gathering 
of its kind ever held in the state, the 
men numbering sevei*al thousand and 
coming all organized into companies, 
battalions and brigades, properly 
officered and enlisted for three days. 
This is claimed to have been the first 
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soldiers* reunion, as distinguished 
from officers* reunions, held after the 
war; the thought, organization and 
details were all worked out by him. 
In August, 1876 he was the adjutant 
general of the Bennington Centennial 
Celebration in which the states of New 
Hampshii^, Massachusetts and Ver- 
mont joined, all sending militia as 
well as civil representatives and many 
citizens, and the whole forming what 
the press of the day called '*A quart 
procession in a pint town.** He pre- 
pared special maps of the route, the 
grounds and the town for the use of 
the officers connected with the parade 
and fully sustained his reputation for 
ability in such matters. 

Governor John L. Barstow of Ver- 
mont in 1882 appointed him colonel 
and chief of staff for the years 1882 
and 1888. He was chosen by the 
town of Rutland in 1869 compiler of 
its mill tar 7 records, covering the 
service rendered by the men going 
from what are now the towns of Rut- 
land, West Rutland and Proctor and 
the City of Rutland. This work was 
published at the joint expense of the 
three towns and was characterized as 
a most valuable as well as creditable 
publication. 

He was appointed by Governor 
Levi K. Fuller in October, 1892, sec- 
retary of civil and milicary affairs of 
the state of Vermont for two years, 
for which office his previous traininsr 
had admirably fitted him and in which 
he scored another marked success. 
The administration of Governor 
Fuller in many respects is rated as one 
of the best the state has ever had, in 
late years at least, and the services of 
his secretary have been justly called, 
by many, one of the most important 
factors therein. 

At commencement in June, 1893, 
Norwich University, his college, con- 
ferred upon Colonel Goulding the de- 
gree of Master of Arts, the trustees of 
the institution holding that his leav- 
ing his class to graduate at the front 
in time of war ought not to bar him 
from a place among the alumui of that 
institution. 

His business career may be briefly 
summarized as follows: After set- 
tling in Rutland in the fall of 1865, he 
entered the employ of the Rutland 
railroad in the general freight and 
transportation department, having 
charge of the settlement of the accounts 
of the road with the quartermaster's 
department of the U. S. government 
for some time; he afterwards became 
secretary to the president of the com- 
pany, a place he held for years. He 
audited the vouchers of U. S. Pension 
Agent Barstow at Burlington and 
drew the checks for the payment of 
the same for many periodical terras, 
thousands in number and millions of 
dollars in the aggregate. In 1881 he 
was made secretary and treasurer of 
the Dorset Marble company and so 
continued till its amalgamation into 
the Producer's Marble company. Was 
in the employ of the Rutland Savings 



Bank and later was appointed assistant 
postmaster of the city of Rutland, 
having entire charge of its financial 
matters and business, which position 
he resigned in the summer of 1892 to 
enter the service of Col. (soon after- 
wards Governor) Levi K. Fuller. 
Upon the termination of that term of 
office he came to Wilmington, where 
he was elected treasurer of the Wil- 
mington Savings Bank in January, 
1895, which place he has held by re- 
peated unanimous elections since. 
The business of the bank has largely 
increased since he became connected 
with it, and it ranks high among the 
safe, conservative institutions of the 
kind in the state. While, of course, 
not among the largest, yet, in point of 
safety and stability it is called second 
to none. 

Col. Goulding is also a member of 
the Military Order of the Loyal Le- 
gion, an organization composed wholly 
of commissioned officers, serving dur- 
ing the Rebellion and which was 
founded before the close of that war 
upon about the same lines as the Revo- 
lutionary War Society of the Cincin- 
nati; eldest sons being eligible to 
membership of the second class and 
succeeding their fathers in the first 
class by inheritance as deaths occur. 
Col. Goulding was junior vice com- 
mander of the Vermont Commandery 
of this order last year and this year 
(1900) is senior vice commander. 
He is at present a member of C. B. 
Lawton Post, No. 44, Wilmington. 

Col. J. H. Goulding married in 
1863, Frances E., daughter of Rev. 
Aaron G. Pease of Norwich, Vt. 
Four children are the issue of this 
union : Matilda P. , teacher of English 
at Moody's Mount Herman Boys* 
school; Anne P., wife of Willis M. 



Ross, Esq., of Rutland; James M., 
who is engaged with the Vermont 
Marble Co. of Proctor; and Philip S., 
a graduate of Yale, class of *98, and 
now employed at the State library 
at Concord, N. H. 

C. M- Waire. 

Charles M. Ware is **to the manor 
bom,** son of Charles B. and Luana 
(Coleman) Ware, life-long residents of 
Wilmington. Their other children 




C. M. WARE, 
are : Mrs. Flora Carpenter and Mrs. 
Alice Carpenter, both of Wilmington, 
and L. A. Ware, a successful baker in 
New York city. C. M. Ware was bom 
in 1855, on the paternal farm near 
Lake Raponda and remained with bis 
parents and now solaces the later days 
of their declining years. In 1861 the 




COLD BROOK DRIVE. 
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family removed to their pleasant 
meadow farm a half mile below 
Mountain Mills. 

Mr. Ware devotes his attention 
largely to dairying with ten grade, 
short horn cows and a good quota of 
young cattle. He is president of the 
Deerfield Valley creamery. He has a 
sugar place of 900 buckets and is re- 
puted a good farm manager. Mr. 
Ware married in 1890, Laura, daugh- 
ter of Horatio Boyd, a soldier who was 
killed in the war for the Union. They 
have two children, Grace and Roy. 
Mr. Ware is a trustee of the Savings 
Bank and a member of the investment 
committee. 

The public confidence in his judge- 
ment is shown by his election for ten 
years as selectman — four years as 
chairman of the board. 

He is a Baptist in religious faith. 
He was elected as a Republican to the 
last legislature and served on the com- 
mittee on Banks. 



Eduiaird Titus. 

The subject of this sketch is a life- 
long resident of Wilmington and a 
good type of the elderly, well-to-do 
citizen. 

He was bom in 1838, son of Alonzo 
and Mary (Miller) Titus. Ue was 
educated in the public schools of his 
native town and taught several terms 
of school with marked success. 

Mr. Titus married in 1859, Carrie, 
adopted daughter of David and Harriet 
(Palmeter) Bills. Their only child is 
Frank Edward, bom in 1864, formerly 
in business in Brooklyn, N. Y. , but at 
present residing in Wilming- 
ton with his parents. 

In early life Mr. Titus en- 
gaged in the manufacture of 
various articles of wooden- 
ware, which occupation he 
successfully followed for more 
than twenty- five years. Since 
1869 he has been justice of 
the peace, much of that time 
the principal trial justice, and 
has made an excellent record 
as an able and impartial ju- 
dicial officer. He has dis- 
charged the duties of nenrly 
every town office with scrupu- 
lous fidelity. 

In 1891 he became a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of 
the Wilmington Savings Bank 
and is now a member of the 
investment committee and 
vice president. He served 
three years as school director, 
and was a member of the 
building committee that 
erected the new and spacious 
school building of which the 
town is justly proud. 

As a recognition of his in- 
tegrity and competence in the 
consideration of legal questions, Mr. 
Titus was elected an assistfiut judge 
of the Windham County court in 1892. 
He is the present census enumerator 
of this district. He is a stalwart Re- 



publican and a Universalist in relig- 
ious faith and support. Judge Titus 
is at present master of Victory 
Grange. 

Hon. O. E. Butteitfield. 

Hon. Oscar E. Butterfleld is the 
worthy representative of the legal pro- 
fession, and of an honored family in 
this town. 

He is the eldest of the three sons of 
Ezra T. and Mary (Leonard) Butter- 
field, and was bom in Wilmington in 
1889. He received the wholesome 
training of the farm and the district 
school, where he formed a robust con- 
stitution, industrious habits and hon- 
orable ambitions. At the aere of nine- 
teen he began clerking in his father s 
store in this village where he remained 
two and a half years. After a year's 
experience in New York city, he re- 
turned to his native village and began 
the study of law in the office of Flagg 
& Tyler, then the leading firm in 
town. He was admitted to the bar in 
March, 1867, settled in practice here, 
having as competitors such lawyers 
as Gen. Flagg, Judge Waterman and 
the Davenports, and soon established 
an excellent general business. 

Perhaps there was no other law 
office in the country where so many 
students read law and Mr. Butterfield 
always had a word of encouragement 
for the junior members of his profes- 
sion. 

He remained here until 1886, when 
he removed to Haigler, Neb., where 
he was largely engaged for several 
years in placing investments for 



has been a director in the Wilmington 
Bank, has settled many estates and has 
been an influential factor in business 
and public life. 





HON. EDW^ARD TITUS, 
eastern parties. In 1897 he returned 
to Wilmington and resumed his gen- 
eral practice. He was soon elected to 
the position of town clerk and treas- 
urer, which he now occupies. He 



HON. O. E. BUTTERFIELD. 

As a lawyer he is careful, thorough 
and energetic. 

Mr. Butterfield married Belle M. 
Morgan on May 18, 1873. They have 
four children living : Don O. , a law 
student in his father's office, Grace 
E., Paul M., a student at Ver- 
mont Academy, and Beth V. 

Mr. Butterfield represented Wil- 
mington in the legislature from 1869 
to 73, inclusive and served effectively 
on important committees. He served 
as states attorney in 1874 and '75, 
was senator from Windham county in 
'76 and '77 and chairman of the com- 
mittee on railroads. He was again a 
member of the legislature in '84, '85 
and as chairman of the committee on 
banks, largely re-wrote the law relat- 
ing to Savings banks and trust com- 
panies. 

He is chairman of the Reunion Asso- 
ciation and loyally identified with the 
public interests of his town and sec- 
tion. 

O. H* Jones* 

Orrin H. Jones is a scion of good 
Vermont stock that drew nourishment 
from the strong soil of old Dover. 
His grandfather, Harvey Jones, was 
for many years the leading country 
merchant of that village and his 
father, W. Frank Jones, was formerly 
identified with that same business and 
a prominent and trusted town official. 
His mother was Annette Snow. 

O. H. Jones was born in 1866, was 
reared upon the paternal farm near the 
village and completed his education 
at Leland & Gray seminary. . At the 
age of sixteen he engaged as a clerk 
for O. O. Ware of this town and re- 
mained in that capacity seven years. 
He was the originator of the idea of 
publishing a local newspaper in Wil- 
mington and it was due in no small 
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degree to his intelligent and persistent 
efforts in securing sabscriptions and 
pledges of 8npi>ort that the Deekfield 
Valley Times was started in July, 
1888 with F. L. Stetson as editor. 
Six months later Mr. Jones purchased 
the paper and conducted it with in- 
creasing efficiency and success five 
years, trebling its subscription list 
during this period. In 1895, by 
reason of a pulmonary difficulty, he 




O. H. JONES. 

was compelled to sell the paper and 
recuperate his health by four months* 
residence in Colorado. While in the 
editorial chair Mr. Jones was a con- 
stant advocate of the need of a rail- 
road and of the advantages that would 
come to the town by an influx of city 
boarders and summer tourists and the 
consummation of his hopes lias been 
to him an ample reward for his efforts. 

On his return from the west with 
greatlv improved health he in due 
time found employment at the old 
stand with O. O. Ware. In the mean- 
time Wilmington had became a presi- 
dential postofBce and Mr. Jones re- 
ceived his appointment from President 
McKinley June 14, 1897. He found 
the office in a small damp room and 
removed it to its present spacious 
quarters in Wheeler's block, which 
he fitted up largely at his own ex- 
pense. 

Mr. Jones is a quiet and genial gen- 
tleman and makes a faithful and popu- 
lar postmaster. He is also general 
subscription agent for newspapers and 
magazines and is doing a thriving 
business in this line. He is an 
esteemed member of Social Lodge No. 
38, F. and A. M. 

He married in 1893, Kate D., 
daughter of Justus H. Dix, a de- 
scendent of one of the early families 
of the town. The home circle is 
cheered by the presence of three sons, 
Paul, Philip and Dexter. 

Mr. Jones is a young man of correct 
habits and high ideals and has ever 
been interested and active in the pro- 
motion of public interests. 



Erastus A. pitch. 

Erastus A. Fitch was bom in 1832 
near the place where he now resides, 
one of the four children of Erastus 
and Arminda Johnson Fitch. The 
sisters and brothers* names were: 
Susan A., Sarah P., Willard J. and 
Horace M.*. of whom only one sister 
and one brother are now living. In 
boyhood Mr. Fitch received the scant 
education afforded by the common and 
select schools of those days, supple- 
mented by a course of study at the 
seminarv of Springfield, Vt. This 
was followed or rather interspersed, 
with teaching in his own town and at 
Weathersfleld Bow, Vt. In the later 
years of his school life his liking for 
the natural sciences, especially 
astronomy and geology amounted 
almost to fascination. In his imag- 
ination the Herschels, Hitchcocks and 
Lyells were magnified and glorified. 
Bryant, Longfellow and Whittier were 
his favorites, and such was his liking 
for poetry that there was scarcely a 
poem of merit in his text book, the 
rhetorical reader, that did not fix itself 
permanently in his memory. Horace 
Greely and Henry Ward Beecher were 
his oracles, and Garrison , Phillips and 
Whittier his heroes. In 1855 he was 
married to Caroline Haynes, youngest 
daughter of Asher and Lavina Haynes. 

Five children were bom to them, 
only two of whom are now living: 
W. E. Fitch of Raponda Mill, and 
B. B. Fitch of North Adams* Mass. 
In 1855, he bought the farm where 
he now lives, and has all of his 
life been a farmer, mainly, perhaps, 
because it gratified his inherited love 
of home, and brought him into more 
intimate touch with nature, while the 
solitude of field and forest induced 
study and meditation, as the noise and 
bustle of the town could not. Joy and 
sorrow alike bind him here, and here 
he will live and die. Although loyal 
to his convictions, he holds no 
opinions so tenaciously that he cannot 
change when facts and reason dictate. 
This frame of mind has made him a 
learner all his life. 

Mr. Fitch is a lover of nature, a 
reader, a thinker, a reasoner. He 
founds all of his beliefs and opinions 
regarding origin and destiny upon the 
conclusions of science, us he under- 
stands them. When attending the 
seminary at Springfield, nearly fifty 
years ago, he was selected to deliver 
an oration and taking ** Progress" as 
his theme, his ideas when translated 
into the parlance of to-day were an 
exposition of evolution and the develop- 
ment theory. Ever since, and all of 
his life he has cherished and striven 
for his ideal of progress. He is much 
interested in social, philosophical and 
metaphysical problems; prefers dis- 
tinction to promotion ; is inclined to 
take the humanitarian, rather than 
the popular side of every question and 
looks confidently forward to the dawn- 
ing of a brighter day — a better condi- 
tion of things brought about through 



the operation of natural law and the 
physical, mental and moral develop- 
ment of the race. 

From the time of his joining the 
Grange of his town until he took a 
demit — a period of several years — he 
held uninterruptedly the office of lec- 
turer and kept that organization dis- 
cussing important questions relating 
to agriculture, education and improve- 
ment. 




ERASTUS A. FITCH. 

Here commenced the agitation of 
the railroad question. The duty of 
making and writing out the distribut- 
ing programs for each meeting de- 
volved upon the lecturer. To lighten 
this burden a small handpress, run 
by one of the members, was used. 
And there were meritorious papers read 
which deserved a wider audience. 
Finally Hon. Hosea Mann, now cashier 
of the Torrington National Bank of 
Connecticut, and always a public spir- 
ited citizen, completed an arrangement 
with a Mr. Stetson to publish a weekly 
paper and this was the acorn from 
which The Deekfield Valley Times 
sprung. Mr. Fitch is well known as 
a farmer and citizen, but not many are 
acquainted with the literary, scien- 
tific and intellectual side of the man. 
He wrote verses for the Green Moun- 
tain Eagle, the first paper published 
in Wilmington, fifty years ago and has 
as a sort of mental recreation, written 
prose and poetry for many papers 8nd 
magazines ever since. His verses are 
instinct with the true spirit of 
poetry. His address of welcome de- 
livered at the town reunion ten years 
ago, was a gem of real literary merit. 
In it his love of home, friends and 
native town found fervent and fitting 
expression. 
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Hosea mann. 

Rosea Mann was bom in Wilming- 
ton in 1868, son of Hosea and Maria 
Gronsbeck Mann. His father was an 
extensive and successful farmer, many 
years a resident of Dover. In 1879, 
as soon as Mr. Mann became of age, he 
was elected treasurer of the "Wilming- 
ton Savings Bank and soon afterwards 
town clerk and treasurer of Wilming- 
ton, which positions he filled until 
1885, when he resigned all of them to 
devote his time to law and private 
' business matters, as while holding the 
above positions he had studied law 
and been admitted to the Windham 
county bar. In 1886 he was elected 
states attorney for Windham county. 




HON. HOSEA MANN. 



having been unexpectedly nominated 
for that position when not a candidate. 
He studiously considered all matters 
that came before this department and 
so carefully prepared all indictments 
and other legal papers that during the 
two years of his service no technical 
defects were found which could be 
taken advantage of, or occasion extra 
expense to the state. While he con- 
tinued for a time after the expira- 
tion of his term as states attorney to 
practice law, his natural inclinations 
were more in the line of banking and 
general business and he accepted the 
position, which he held for several 
years, of president of the Vermont 
Loan and Trust Company, an invest- 
ment company of $176,000 capital, 
which is one of the few which has 
lived to take care of its obligations 
and is doing a prosperous business to- 
day. 

He was elected to the general assem- 
bly in 1886 from his native town and 
re-elected for the successive terms of 
1888 and 1890, serving with credit and 
distinction. In 1890 he was elected 
speaker of the house of representa- 
tives, being one of the youngest men 
to ever receive that honor. Mr. Mann 
has ever taken a deep and abiding in- 
terest in all public improvements in 
his town, county and state and has 
contributed liberally of time and money 
to public enterprises. 

When the telephone was in its in- 
fancy he was instrumental in securing 
its great advantages to Wilmington, 
which was long before telegraphic or 
railroad facilities were secured. He 
was among the hardest workers to se- 
cure a railroad to Wilmington and was 
a member of the first board of direc- 



tors of the H. T. & W. R. R. His 
was the first suggestion, followed by 
successful practical effort to establish 
a live newspaper for Wilmington, 
which has proved a great power in fur- 
thering the development of the town. 
He has spent much time and money in 
advertising Wilmington as a summer 
resort, both in connection with the de- 
velopment of Lake Raponda and 
otherwise. His enterprise and public 
spirit were recognized by Gov. Dil- 
lingham, who in 1888 asked him to 
accept the appointment of commis- 
sioner of agriculture and emigration 
for Vermont, but which he thought 
best to decline because of pressure of 
other duties. 

Mr. Maun was inspector of finance 
and bank examiner for the state of 
Vermont from 1896 to 1898, and 
among other conservative financial 
measures, he strongly advocated an in- 
creased holding of U. S. government 
bonds as a secure and quick asset and 
had the satisfaction during his term 
of office to see the holdings by the 
banks of this class of security, largely 
increase and as the premium on the 
same has nearly doubled since then, it 
has of course been a very satisfactory 
investment. 

In 1899 he removed from the state 
and finding in the town of Torrington, 
Conn., with its large and prosperous 
manufacturing industries and 14,000 
people, with only one bank, conditions 
which seemed favorable to the build- 
ing up of a strong financial institu- 
tion, he organized the Torrington Na- 
tional Bank with a capital of |100,000 
and accepted the position of cashier. 
This bank has proved a decided suc- 
cess from the start and has already 
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acquired over a quarter of a million 
dollars assets. 

Mr. Mann was married in 1880 to 
Eva, daughter of Rev. Jeremiah and 
Jane Gifford of Wilmington and they 
have one son, Ralph Hosea, bom in 
1883. 

Elmet» J. Titus, m. D. 

There is probably no one now living 
in Wilmington whose pers mality is so 
familiar to the masses of the people of 
this and adjoining towns, as Dr. E. J. 
Titus, for he has perambulated these 
hills and valleys for nearly thirty 
years in the practice of his profession 
and is also a life-long resident. 




ELMER J. TITUS, M. D. 

He was bom in 1842, son of Rolando 
and Lucy Bartlett Titus. He was one 
of a family of seven children by this 
marriage, of whom only himself and 
one brother, Arnold, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., now survive. His mother, 
widow of the late Dr. A. L. Pette, is 
89 years of age — the oldest lady in 
town, with one exception, and still 
bright and active and quite a pedes- 
trian. Her father, Capt. Perley Bart- 
lett, was a prominent farmer of the 
old school, residing on the farm owned 
by the late John C. Newton, where 
his family of ten children were raised. 
They were, Curtis, Lyman, Hannah, 
Avery, Jonas, Louis, Lowell, Elmer, 
Lucy and Perley ; all lived to maturity 
and five of them married and set- 
tled in this town. Rolando Titus 
sought employment with Capt. Bart- 
lett and found a wife, and con- 
tinued to reside there after his mar- 
riage in 1888, until the death, of his 
father-in-law. Seven children were 
born of this union : Perley, Arnold, 
Perley, 2nd., Mary, Lucy, Elmer J. 
and Enos R. In 1847 the widow 
Titus married Dr. A. L. Pettee and 
their only son, L. F. Pettee, is a suc- 
cessful merchant of New York City. 

E. J. Titus enlisted in the fall of '62 
in Co. F, 16th Vt. Regiment, Col. 
W. G. Veazey ; took part in the battle 



of Gettysburg and was honorably dis- 
charged with his regiment. Soon 
after his return from the front he be- 
gan to read medicine in the office of 
Dr. Pettee and there continued until 
he entered the medical department of 
Harvard college. After completing 
his studies he returned to his native 
town and became a partner with Dr. 
Pettee, who was truly a father to him. 

Anson L. Pettee was a graduate of 
Middlebury college, practiced medi- 
cine in town successfully nearly forty 
years and became eminent in his pro- 
fession. He died in 1879 at the age of 
71. 

Dr. Titus has well maintained the 
prestige of his predecessor and partner 
by nearly thirty years' assiduous and 
successful practice. He has been for 
many years health officer of the town 
and reports generally favorable sani- 
tary conditions and almost an entire 
absence of typhoid in recent years. 
He has found in his practice many 
sources of rational enjoyment, besides 
the satisfaction of ameliorating the 
condition of his fellow men. The 
brisk drives in the pleasant valleys and 
over the hills and along the rural 
roads, shaded with maples, amid the 
familiar scenes of his childhood and 
youth, the quiet chats with old neigh- 
bors and the occasional excursion with 
rod or gun. have lent diverse and 
piotnrefi^ue charms to his everyday 
professional work. 

Dr. Titus is a marked and forceful 
personality. His faults are on the sur- 
face for he is no trimmer for popu- 
larity. His health has usually been so 
robust as to enable him to meet every 
emergency, until within the past year, 
when he was compelled to relinquish 
his practice and seek relaxation and 
recuperate his worn health by a trip 
of six months to Saratoga Springs. 
He is a member of the Deerfield Val- 
ley Medical society. Dr. Titus is one 
of the oldest members of Social Lodge, 
No. 38, F. and A. M. and a past mas- 
ter. Since its organization he has 
been a prominent member of C. B. 
Lawton Post, G. A. R. , of which he 
has been post commander. 

He married Jennie, daughter of 
Parley and Angeline Whipple in 1870 

Dp. U. T. Page. 

Leslie T. Page, M. D., is a typical 
New Englander and hails from the 
state of James G. Blaine and Tom 
Reed. He is son of Korman and 
Hannah Springer Page and his paternal 
grandfather was a pioneer and built 
the first mill in that section. 

He was educated in the public 
schools of his native town and at Lee 
Normal academy. While pursuing his 
academic and professional studies he 
adopted the profession of teaching 
during a period of some seven years 
— a most valuable experience. After 
pursuing the study of medicine two 
years in the office of Dr. S. W. Bragg 
of Lincoln, Me., he entered the medi- 
cal department of the University of 



Vermont, from which he graduated in 
1891. He first engaged in practice in 
Lincoln, Maine, where he remained 
one year and then went to Brattleboro, 
where he spent three years as as- 
sistant physician at the Brattleboro 
Retreat for the insane. Naturally a 
careful student and an original inves- 
tigator. Dr. Page there enjoyed a most 
valuable experience in examining the 




L. T. PAGE, M. D. 

nature and symptoms of nervous dis- 
eases and the approved methods of 
treatment. 

He settled in Wilmington January 1, 
1895, and has built up an excellent 
general practice and secured a wide 
circle of friends. He married in 1895, 
Miss Laura Fowler of Medway, Me., 
an early schoolmate. 

Dr. Page has served the town well 
as health officer and as a member of 
the school board. He is well known 
in Masonic circles as a past worshipful 
master of Social Lodge, No. 88, F. and 
A. M. and is a Knight Templar of 
Beauseant commandery of Brattleboro. 

Dtt. U. H. Gillette. 

The country physician has other 
than financial compensations to offset 
some adverse conditions. During the 
summer season he has drives through 
a lovely region, crowned with the 
bounties of nature. He sustains a pe- 
culiarly confidential, social, as well as 
professional relation to many families 
in the community. 

Dr. Gillette comes of early Wilming- 
ton stock, his great, great grandfather, 
Timothy Gillette, being an early set- 
tler. The line of descent is Timothy, 
2nd, Waters and H. O. Whitingham 
has been the home of the family in 
more recent years and Leon was born 
there in 1869. The father, H. O. 
Gillette, died when Leon was only ten 
years old, but his mother is still 
living. 

L. H. Gillette supplemented his 
common school education by a course 
of study at Power's Institute, 
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Bernardston, Mass. He began reading 
medicine with Dr. W. H. Pierce of 
Greenfield, Mass., in 1888. The 
next year he entered the medical de- 
partment of U. V. M. and graduated 
in 1891. 

Re taming to his home on a visit, 
his professional services were at once 
enlisted and he remained there in 
practice four years and was for a time 
the health officer of the town. He 
then settled in Wilmington where he 
has been well received socially and 
professionally. He married Miss 
Frances Persons of Leominster, Mass., 
in 1890 and they have a pretty family 
of children. 

Dr. L. H. Gillette is member of the 
Vermont and of the Deerfield Valley 
medical societies. 

The snbject of this sketch is an 
adopted son of Wilmington, where his 
genial coantenance and stalwart form 
are as familiar as the rising sun. His 
grandfather, David Burr, was town 
clerk of Dover a score of years, and 
his father was a farmer and mechanic 
many years resident there. 

Manley L. Burr was bom in Dover 
in 1839 and worked out on farms sev- 
eral years after attaining his majority. 

He married Louise A., daughter of 
Elijah Bowker of Wilmington in 1868 
and two years later bought the George 
Fox farm, where they resided fifteen 
years. He then became a proprietor 
of the Vermont House, in company, 
first with K. P. Ames and then with 
William MacLellau, during a period 




M. L. BURR, 
of ten years, where he became widely 
acquainted. He retired from the hotel 
in 1894 and bought his present pretty 
residence on East Main street, where 
he has since resided. 

Mr. Burr iH reputed to possess finan- 
cial capacity and judgment and has 
been connected with the Wilmington 
Savings Bank for several years as a 
director and is now a member of the 



investment committee. He has served 
the town in various official capacities. 

F* E. Bairnaird. 

Frank E. Barnard is the only repre- 
sentative of the family name in town 
and withal a trusted and thrifty citi- 
zen. His Krandfather, Jonathan 
Barnard, came to Wilmington nearly a 
century ago, settled in the eastem 
part of the town near the Brattleboro 
road and there reared a family of ten 




F. E. BARNARD, 
children, of whom only one, Josiah, of 
Chicago, is now living. Franklin, 
one of his sons, remained with his pa- 
rents on the old farm, but all of the 
other children sought homes in distant 
fields. 

Franklin married Lucy, daughter of 
Elijah Ellis, who was best known as a 
cloth dresser, and who at one time 
owned all of the land which is now 
the site of the village of Wilmington. 

Of the six children of Franklin 
and Lucy Barnard, only two lived to 
maturity, Lucy (deceased), wife of the 
late Oscar Boyd and Frank E. 

The Barnards owned a rough, but 
productive, three hundred acre farm, 
on which was located a water mill, 
with an old fashioned up and down 
saw, on the border of Thunder 
Shower brook. Frank Barnard had a 
knack of using that old saw to cut 
hard wood logs into block wood, which 
he delivered in the village the ensuing 
winter as dry 16-inch wood and thus 
turned many an honest dollar. In 
1890, the reunion year, he jumped 
aboard the band wagon and joined the 
village procession. In 1892 be bought 
out A. L. Wheeler and engaged in 
the tin business about five years. He 
is the owner of the Barber Block and 
a commodious residence. He marred 
in 1876, Carrie, daughter of Henry 
Bowker of Wilmington and two chil- 
dren were born to them, Beulah, who 
died in 1893 at six years of age and 
Park, now of the same age. The 
pleasant home is shared by the three 



children of his only sister, the late 
Mrs. Oscar Boyd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnard are members 
of Victory Grange, P. of H. 

He is an incorporator of the Wil- 
mington Savings Bank and is serving 
his third term as selectman, being 
chairman of the board. 

Mairtin A. Bpoixxn. 

Martin A. Brown, treasurer of the 
Deerfield River Co., was born at Jack- 
sonville, Vt., in 1874, in which place 
he spent his early life and was edu- 
cated in the graded schools of the vil- 
lage. 

His grandfather, Martin A. Brown, 
was a merchant and hotel proprietor 
of the village of Jacksonville and was 
very prominent in a business and pub- 
lic capacity in the town of Whiting- 
ham. 

His father, Mervin M. Brown, was 
married to Almeda L. Fowler. 

He was a soldier in the Sixteenth 
Vermont Regiment, Col. Veazey, re- 
enlisted and served until the close of 
the war. He is still a resident of 
Jacksonville. 

At the early age of fourteen years, 
Martin A. Brown engaged as a clerk 
for C. H. Shepardson, then a mer- 
chant of Jacksonville, who recognized 
in Mr. Brown marked executive 
ability and a keen sense of honor, and 
consequently retained him in his em- 
ploy for five years, part of the time 
as commercial salesman, and during 
the last six months as foreman at Bel- 
lows Falls, Vt. 

At the age of nineteen Mr. Brown 




MARTIN A. BROWN, 
became a partner in a mercantile busi- 
ness with his brother-in-law, the firm 
being W. A. Brown & Co., at Jackson- 
ville, Vt. They did a thriving busi- 
ness, conducted a branch store at West 
Halifax and handled a large amount 
of maple syrup as a side line, Martin 
A. being the active manager. He 
withdrew from this partnership after 
a year and a half to become book- 
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keeper and salesman for the North 
River Manufacturing Co., in which 
W. A. Brown owned a controlling in- 
terest. 

At the age of twenty-one Mr. Brown 
was elected treasurer and general 
manager of the North River Manufac- 
turing Co , which in the meantime 
had become the property of the New- 
ton Brothers, and remained in that 
capacity nearly four years. The busi- 
ness was extensive and embraced the 
manufacture and sale of the various 
lines of butter boxes, tubs, doors, win- 
dows, boiled cider and cider jelly. 

In January, 1899, Mr. Brown came to 
Wilmington as salesman and agent of 
the Deerfield River Company and 
Wilmington Grain and Lumber Co., 
also as general passenger agent of the 
H. T. & W. R. R. Co. Here he made 
himself familiar with the details of 
the different companies under the 
training and as confidential clerk of 
the late John C. Newton and remained 



but Mr. Brown brings to his work 
thorough training, quickness of per- 
ception, unusual industry and consci- 
entious fidelity in the care of details, 
as well as the larger interests. At 
Mr. Newtbn's death it seemed a stu- 
pendous undertaking for one so young 
in years to take up the work where 
Mr. Newton had left it, but Mr. 
Brown has proven his ability to fill 
with credit to himself the position 
which he has won by his untiring 
energy and honorable methods of deal- 
ing. He is a pleasant, genial person, 
whom anyone would be glad to call 
their friend. 

He was married to Clara M. Hol- 
brook of Whitingham in 1895 and two 
children brighten their home life, lua 
M., two years of age and a baby boy. 

While in Jacksonville Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown took an active part in the work 
of the Universalist church, he, as 
president of the Y. P. C. U. and she 
as superintendent of the Sunday 




RESIDENCE OF M. A. BROWN— EAST MAIN STREET. 



in that capacity until the sudden death 
of the latter on September 30th, 1899, 
after which time he was elected treas- 
urer of the Deerfield River Co. and 
Wilmington Grain and Lumber Co., 
still retaining his place as Gen. Pas. 
Agent of the railroad. Mr. Brown 
has full charge of the office at Wil- 
mington and the management of out- 
side business, such as selling lumber, 
purchasing supplies, etc. The duties 
of this position are exceedingly com- 
plicated and arduous and require the 
exercise of unusual executive ability, 



school. 

Mr. Brown was elected representa- 
tive to the state legislature in 1898, 
although a member of the minority 
party in Whitingham, and was the 
youngest member of the House. 

Qeopge F- Robeirts. 

There are few men of his age who 
have enjoyed as wide and varied a 
business experience as Mr. Roberts. 
He is familiar with the scenes of city 
and country life and has touched the 



world at many points. He is a son of 
James and Jane Fairbanks Roberts 
and was born in Baldwinsville, 111., 
in 1860, though of New England pa- 
rentage. 

Both the Roberts and the Fairbanks 
families were early located in Whit- 
ingham and hither James Roberts re- 
turned with his family in 1867, when 




GEORGE F. ROBERTS. 

failing health required a change. 

George F. had the usual experience 
of the farm-bred boy, attended the 
village school at Jacksonville and 
completed his literary education at 
Shelburne Falls academy in 1880. 
During several ensuing years he 
worked on the farm summers and 
taught winter terms of school. He 
developed some mechanical skill by 
two years' service in a box factory at 
Jacksonville and at Sadawga began his 
mercantile life in a general store ; was 
a year at Orange, Mass., then clerked 
in a general store in Briggsville, 
Mass., and was five years with the 
large grocery firm of Stickney Bros, of 
Brattle boro. He was now prepared 
for a new experience in a wider field 
and went to New York City in 1891 
and conducted the baking business 
nearly five years. He was then in the 
employ of the Metropolitan Traction 
Co. of New York in different capacities 
for three years. 

While in New York City his busi- 
ness brought him in close touch with 
many different phases of human na- 
ture and with men prominent in the 
walks of business and political life. 

He left the metropolis March 23, 
'99 and was appointed conductor of the 
H. T. & W. R. R., a position which he 
occupied until shortly after the death 
of the late John C. Newton, when he 
was promoted to his present i>osition 
of assistant superintendent of that 
railroad. 

He married in 1887, Miss Gertrude 
Hicks of Jacksonville and Wilmington 
is now their home. Mr. Roberts is an 
estimable gentleman in all of the 
various relations of life. 
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H. Ixennox Bt»ay. 

The subject of this sketch, though 
only a little more than a year a resi- 
dent of Wilmington, has already won 
a good standing in the social, musical 
and business circles of the town. He 
was born in Centerville, R. I., in 
1867, son ol Rev. William McK. and 
Susan D. Bray. His father was a 
Methodist minister. 

H. L. Bray was educated in the 
schools of Rhode Island and began his 
business career as bookkeeper for the 
Bolton Mfg. Co., afterwards Whittle 
& Hanraban, of Providence, R. I., 
bleachers, dyers and finishers of cot- 
ton goods, which situation he re- 
tained for eight years. He was later 
with Wm. H. Cummings & Son, com- 
mission merchants, 290 Washington 
street, New York. 

Mr. Bray married Miss Hattie C. 
Blanchard of Greenfield, Mass.. in De- 
cember, 1898. He came to Wilmington 
in May, 1899, as bookkeeper fcr the 
H. T. & W. R. R. Co. and now holds 
that position. 

Mr. Bray early developed fine musi- 
cal tastes, which were cultivated by 
prominent vocal teachers of Provi- 
dence and Boston. He has held sev- 
eral choir positions as baritone soloist 
and chorister as well as that of musi- 
cal director at choral unions. He is 
now the chorister of the Congrega- 




H. LENNOX BRAY. 

tional church choir and since April, 
1900, has been musical director of the 
Wilmington Citizen's Band. 

Mr. Bray is a genial and accom- 
plished young gentleman. He is a 
member of Social Lodge, No. 38, F. 
and A. M. 

Wairiten t^. Boyd. 

Abraham Boyd was a soldier of the 
Revolution and came to Wilmiugtc n 
as one of the earliest settlers just be- 
fore the outbreak of the war. He 
came in with two companions from 
Hopkinton, Mass., by the guide of 



marked trees. He cleared a small 
patch of land from the dense forest 
and built a rude log hut. His sons 
were Robert, Stephen, Levi and 
Simeon. Robert, the eldest son, mar- 
ried Susannah Wheeler and settled in 
the south part of the town. He 
started in life with an axe and **one 
lousy calf" but reared a worthy family 
of seven children and acquired a 
handsome fortune. 

James Manning Boyd, eldest son of 
Robert, when he was twenty years of 
age went to live with his aged grand 
parents, remained with them until 
their death, and succeeded to their 
estate, a fine two hundred acre farm 
on the Deerfield river. 

James M. Boyd married Phoebe 
Moore, a niece of Zephaniah Moore, the 
first president of Amherst college and 
a family of thirteen children were 
bom to them. Seven members of 
this family are now living, the three 
brothers. Ransom M., Warren R. and 
Edmund M. in this town and Ansel 
N. of Whitingham, and two daugh- 
ters. 

J. M. Boyd and his wifel were sub- 
stantial and worthy people and passed 
their lives on the old Boyd homestead 
where he died at the age of 68 and she 
at the age of 89. 

Warren R. Boyd was bom in 1837 
and was educated in the public 
schools. He married Lucy A. Rich in 
1861 and settled on the south part of 
the old farm, which he conducted 
with industry and success until he re- 
moved to the village of Wilmington in 
1894. He erected a good set of 
buildings on the farm which he sold 
to Lawyer Davenport. In 1895 Mr. 
Boyd built his present commodious 
residence on School street, where he 
is passing the later years of an active 
and useful life. 

The two children of W. R. and Lucy 
A. Boyd are Leslie W., born in 
1866, a farmer and a selectman of 
Wilmington, and Delia B., Mrs. P. M. 
Davis. 

W. R. Boyd is an early and promi- 
nent member of the Grange. 

He has served his town capably as 
selectman, justice of the peace and 
many years as lister, and is a highly 
esteemed citizen. 

Ceotrge E. Haynes. 

If *'he who makes two blades of 
grass grow where only one grew be- 
fore'' is a public benefactor, certainly 
not less is the designer and builder of 
beautiful homes and spacious public 
buildings. 

George E., son of Samuel E. and 
Martha Winslow Haynes, was born in 
Wilmington in 1844. At the age of 
thirteen he moved with his father's 
family to Blackstone, Mass. He en- 
listed in November, 1861, in the 5th 
Rhode Island Regiment and took part 
with his regiment in Burnside's cam- 
paign at Hatteras, Roanoke Island and 
Newbume. He re-enlisted in 1863, 
his regiment being changed to heavy 



artillery — x>articipated in the Golds- 
borough expedition and other opera- 
tions in North Carolina, and was hon- 
orably discharged after nearly four 
years' service. Returning to Rhode 




GEORGE E. HAYNES. 

Island he learned the carpenter's and 
joiner's trades. 

He settled in Wilmington in 1868 
and in '72, married Es telle A., daugh- 
ter of Sylvester Smith. Two chil- 
dren, Laura E., and H. Scott, were 
born of this union. 

Mr. Haynes has been the leading 
designer, contractor and builder in 
Wilmington. His handiwork is visi- 
ble in the Martin A. Brown and the 
Courtemanche residences, W. C. 
Wheeler's barn, the new high school 
building and several bridges. Mr. 
Haynes is a valuable citizen and a 
prominent member and past com- 
mander of C. B. Lawton Post, No. 44, 
G. A. R. 

Ft^ancis t^. Smith. 

Jabez. fcjmith, the grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch, was bom in 
Dover, Mass., married Chloe Richards 
of Dedham, Mass., and they came to 
Wilmington in 1811 and located on a 
farm above the Upper Interval ceme- 
tery. Reuel, the eldest son of a 
family of seven children, married 
Lucinda Adams of Wilmington and 
about half a century ago bought the 
Elm Shade farm, now owned by 
A. D. Howe, and soon began to breed 
thorough-bred short-horn Durham 
stock and with his son, Francis R., 
became widely known as a successful 
breeder. 

Reuel Smith was an estimable man, 
a deacon of the Congregational church. 
He died in 1887. His four children 
were Mrs. Mary A. Smith Parmelee 
(deceased), Francis R. and Lewis N. 
of California, William H., a captain of 
the 8th Vt. Regiment in the Civil war 
and now a lawyer resident in Chicago. 

Francis R. Smith was born in this 
town in 1839 and married Elsie J. 
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Powers of Marlboro in 1862. Their 
three children are Frank G. , who mar- 
ried Dnlcina R., daughter of Newell 
Adams, was enf^aged with his father 
in farming and is the genial and 
accommodating proprietor of the stage 
ronte between Wilmington and Brat- 
tleboro ; W. Dorr, principal of a busi- 
ness college at Bath, Me., and Mary 
E. wife of H. L., son of Judge E. L. 
Waterman of Brattleboro. The large 
farm was sold in '92 and F. R. Smith 
and son now reside in a very pleasant 
and sightly home in Wilmington vil- 
lage. 

E. fi. fiuffum. 

E. B. Bnffum is most prominently as- 
sociated in the public mind as a for- 
mer esteemed teacher and as the 
affable salesman and confidential clerk 
in O. O. Ware's genei-al store. He 
was bom in Winchester, N. H., in 
1851, son of Benjamin and Almira 
Cunningham Buffum. 

He came to Wilmington in his in- 
fancy with his father's family and 
was bred upon the farm and educated 
in the public schools and the academy 
of Winchester, N. H. He married 
Jennie, daughter of Chipman Parma- 
lee and moved to the paternal farm of 
his wife. 

He began teaching school at eighteen 
years of age and for more than a score 
of years was a successful teacher in 
this town and three years superintend- 
ent of schools. In 1888 he moved to 
the village and became clerk for O. O. 
Ware and has here displayed great 
natural aptitude in the vocation of a 
salesman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buffum have two 
sons, Herbert, who married May 
Howard, and Clarence P., who mar- 
ried Flora Streeter, both of Whiting- 
ham. 

E. B. Buffum is a deacon of the 
Baptist church. 

C* D. Wheeler. 

Clayton D. Wheeler is the man of 
all work in Wilmington. He was 
bom in 1867 and was bred as a farmer, 
but is best known as the energetic 
contractor, stone mason and ice man 
of the town. 

His father, Daniel Wheeler, married 
Louisa Cummings and settled in their 
native town of Wilmington on a farm 
just beyond Mountain Mills, which he 
cleared up and there they reared a 
family of fifteen children, eight of 
whom are living, but only Clayton 
and Bert in this town. 

Clayton Wheeler struck out for him- 
self at sixteen and has worked in the 
lumber woods every year, but one 
since that time. He has worked as a 
river driver a dozen seasons. 

He came to this village in 1898 
at the age of twenty- two and served 
the town as road commissioner. Mr. 
Wheeler has worked as a stone mason 
on contract for many years, employing 
from six to ten men during the season. 



He keeps four large horses and moves 
buildings, engines, etc., on contract 
and has the reputation of being an 
upright, straight-forward and reliable 
man. He commenced as the pioneer 
in the ice business here and cuts 
many tons— practically all that is used 
in this village and vicinity. 

C. D. Wheeler married Lina, daugh- 
ter of Elison Wilder, in 1894 and they 
have one son, Lee. 

Walter A. Hall. 

The external feature that most 
readily and surely marks the taste and 
refinement of the citizens of a town or 
village, so that **he who runs may 
read," is well painted residences and 
public buildings. In this respect Wil- 
mington does not suffer in commrison 
with other New England villages, a 
fact due in no small degree to Walter 
A. Hall, painter and paper hanger. 

Mr. Hall was bom in 1872 and is a 
life-long resident of Wilmington. He 
is a son of Thomas J. and Mary Pease 
Hall, who own and occupy a good 
farm beyond Lake Raponda. The 
Pease family of ten children are now 
widely scattered, only twa sisters 
remaining in town. 

Walter A. Hall began selling meat 
for himself and others at the age of 
seventeen, but after a little reflection, 
decided that he could do the most 
good in life by keeping the buildings 
of the Wilmingtonians fresh and 
bright with new paint. He has been 
using the brush steadily for the past 
eight years, has a swing stage for out- 
side work, usually employs two men 
in the season, keeps constantly on 
hand a stock of paints and oils and a 
nice line of samples of wall paper and 
is prepared to do all kinds of inside 
and outside house painting ; also hard 
finish, kalsomining and paper hanging 
in a prompt and workman-like man- 
ner. 

He married Miss Mertie Pike of Wil- 
mington in 1893 and they have two 
children. 

Anson B. Ciross. 

Anson B. Cross has been closely 
identified with the business develop- 
ments which have transpired in the 
Deerfield Valley during the past dec- 
ade. He is a native of Greenfield, 
Mass., son of Israel B. and Laura 
Newton Cross. 

His academic education was ob- 
tained in the excellent public schools 
of Greenfield and Holyoke and he 
graduated from the mechanical depart- 
ment of the New Hampshire college in 
1876. He was engaged in the paper 
mills of his uncles, the Newton 
Brothers, at Holyoke for five years. 

In 1882 the Newtons began the con- 
struction of their manufacturies at 
Readsboro, and Mr. Cross was engaged 
there several years as foreman in their 
lumbering operations. From 1885 to 
1888 he was foreman of the pulp mill 
and during the same period was super- 
intendent of the railroad. 



In 1888 he resigned that position 
and soon after built on contract five 
miles of railroad between Readsboro 
and Wilmington. 

Since that time be has been engaged 




ANSON B. CROSS. 

in the construction of railroads and 
other public works in various parts of 
New England. This business has 
given Mr. Cross a wide acquaintance 
with men and affairs. For several 
years Wilmington has been his home. 

Mills Bfoxjun. 

Mills Brown, son of Christopher and 
Mary Sherman Brown, was born in 
1882 in Londonderry, Vt. The family 
returned to Wellington, Mass., their 
former home, when Mills was an in- 
fant. At the age of twenty-four Mr. 
Brown returned to Vermont and set- 
tled for a few years in Searsburg, 
working in the mill and lumber busi- 
ness. In 1862 he bought his farm, 
then consisting of 160 acres, going in 
debt for almost the entire purchase 
money. He made his payments at 
first by cutting and drawing hardwood 
to Wilmington at |2.00 per cord. 

After paying for the home farm he 
has added the Man ley Burr farm of 
140 acres and other adjoining land un- 
til he had at one time about 350 acres. 

His farm has been conducted on the 
lines of general farming, with six or 
eight cows and young stock and sheep. 
He has dealt quite largely in live stock, 
of which he has remarkable good 
judgement. He has also sold horses 
in New York. 

The townsmen have recognized his 
good judgement and integrity by elect- 
ing him as lister twenty-five consecu- 
tive years. 

He married in 1853, Miss Harriet N. 
Wilcox of Dalton. Five children 
were born of this marriage, of whom 
one daughter, Mrs. Ella J. Pike, sur- 
vives. Mrs. Brown died in 1877. 
Mr. Brown wedded Miss Hannah L. 
Jennings of Sheffield. Mass., in 1879 
and five children were born to them. 
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of whom four are living: Herbert 
M., Claire L., Flora M., and Ruth M. 
Brown. 

F. C. Chaffin. 

Frank G. Chaffin is an excellent 
type of the ingenious Vermont Yankee, 
and is widely known to the public as 
the genial conductor of the H. T. 
& W. R. R. He was bom in Sears- 
burg, Vt, in 1867, son of Geo. W. 
and Lucy M. Chaffin. His father was 
a mechanic, mill man and engineer, 
and Frank inherited mechanical apti- 
tudes and early took a hand in running 
portable and stationary engines. 

While thus engaged he bought a 
lathe, went to work and learned the 
machinist's trade. In 1891 he married 
Julia L., daughter of B. L. and Rhoda 
J. Johnson of Wilmington. He 
picked up a knowledge of telegraphy 
at the age of 16, almost solely by his 
own unaided exertions and was later 
called upon to use it, when he was ap- 
IMDinted to the position of station agent 
at Whitingham in July, 1892. After 
remaining a few months he was pro- 
moted to the position of agent at 
Reads boro, a i>osition which he filled 
acceptably three years. In the fall of 
*95 he entered the employ of the 
Fitchburg R. R., as telegraph opera^ 
tor and ticket agent at Hoosac Tunnel, 
Mass., and remained in that capacity 
two years. His natural curiosity 
prompted him to learn the art of pho- 
tography under the instruction of 
Wm. Rich and he liked it so well 
that he bought the studio of the latter 
at Bristol, N. H., in the spring of 
'98, and conducted the same until last 
November, when he became conductor 
on the narrow gauge. 

Mr. Chaffin is an excellent artist 
and we are indebted to his skill for 
many of the views used in this edi- 
tion. He is a thorough electrician 
and assisted in installing both of the 
local telephone systems here, in one of 
which he is a part owner. He is one 
of the indispensable units of this com- 
munity. 

A. C. fiuell. 

Mr. Albert C. Buell, the subject of 
this sketch, is well and favorably 
known in this vicinity. He was bom 
in Wilmington, September 29th, 1850, 
the youngest son of Dea. S. R. Buell. 
His education was obtained in the 
public schools and he has always re- 
sided in his native town with the ex- 
ception of about three years, when he 
resided in Readsboro, assisting his 
brother-in-law, Titus Stowe, at that 
place in his general store. He was 
also clerk for Mr. S. H. Andrews in 
Wilmington for two years. He 
worked for his brother, John R. 
Buell, in the stone and marble busi- 
ness for about 15 years. In 1894 he 
purchased the farm upon which he 
now lives — consisting of 50 acres of 
excellent land and it is one of the best 
and most desirable locations in the 




A. C. BUELL'S RESIDENCE. 



town. Mr. Buell is an excellent 
farmer as his premises testify. While 
taking an interest in public matters 
he does not seek office for himself, 
preferring to give his time and ener- 
gies to his individual concerns. He is 
a good citizen and is respected by all. 
He was married in 1873, July 8rd, 
to Miss Abby B. Boyd, youngest 
daughter of the late Stephen and 
Susan Boyd. She has two brothers, 
Asa S. of this town and Chas. F., a 
lawyer, located at Oswego Falls, 
N. Y., and one sister, Mrs. Titus 
Stowe of Readsboro. 

Patmck t^ogan. 

Patrick Roganis a witty and worthy 
son of the ** Emerald Isle" and the 
popular foreman in O. F. Howe's 
blacksmith shop. 




PATRICK ROGAN. 



He is the eldest son of James and 
Rose McKeever Rogan and was bom 
in 1870 in Reestown, County Louth. 
He attended the school of O. Met- 
thives and began to learn the black- 
smith trade of his father at the age of 
thirteen. 

Four years later he came to New 
York City where he worked two years 
at his trade and later worked several 
years at Pittsfield and North Adams. 
He came to Wilmington in 1894, soon 
secured a reputation as a first-rate 
sheer and jobber and as a good fellow, 
and has been employed by Mr. Howe 
nearly four years at exceptionally high 
wages. 

Francis E. f/ledhufy. 

Francis E. Medbury is certainly the 
best representative of his family in 
Wilmington, because we can more 
easily place him. He is familiar as 
the enterprising milkman, with the 
cream colored horse and in this way 
his wife, his near neighbors and his 
intimate friends can identify him 
from his twin brother, E. F. Medbury. 

The Med bury s were Bay State hus- 
tlers, who have found Wilmington a 
good town to move to. Andrew and 
Mary Congdon Medbury reared a 
family of thirteen children, including 
three pairs of twins, and seven of these 
children are now living: Joseph of 
Philadelphia, Daniel, Francis E. ana 
Edward F. of Wilmington, Lewis H. 
of Worcester, Mass., and the twins, 
Emma, wife of Edward Jordan of 
Orange, Mass., and Ella, Mrs. Robert 
Shirreffs of Elizabeth, N. J. 

F. E. Medbury came to Wilmington 
in 18«8, married Mary, daughter of 
Alonzo Bugbee of this village in 1888. 
and moved to the home of the latter, 
then in advanced years. He soon 
after started in the milk business in a 
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FRANCIS E. MEDBURY'S RESIDENCE. 



small way. Tbe business has kept 
pace with the increasing prosperity of 
the village and Mr. Medbury now 
keeps fifteen to eighteen good cows 
and supplies a host of customers. The 
little farm of twenty-eight acres has 
quadrupled in its productions during 
the past dozen years and many im- 
provements and additions made to the 
premises, and it is a most attractive 
homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Medbury have two 
children, Herbert, who has charge of 
the town farm, and Mabel E., a 
teacher and musician. 

E. M- Haynes. 

Around this spacious old homestead 
cluster many ancestral traditions and 
fond associations, for here has lived 
four generations of farmers. 

Jonas Haynes, the great grand- 
father of E. M., was a soldier of the 
Revolution. Asher, the grandfather, 
came from Sudbury, Mass., in 1818 
and bought the place and here reared 
a family of five sous and three daugh- 
ters. Irsael, the second sou, remained 
on the paternal acres, married Eliza- 
beth Barnard of Peru, Vt., and spent 
his life here as a substantial farmer. 

Their four children are: Charles, 
a farmer of Farmington, Minn., Ellen 
E., Mrs. Sylvester Smith of the same 
place, Elbridge M. and Luella M., 
wife of Dr. A. J. Rice of Yypsilanti, 
Mich. 

The massive, commodious house 
was built in 1867 by Israel Haynes. 
The farm now contains about two 
hundred and fifty acres, including 
nearly fifty acres of good tillage. 



mostly located on the meadow. The 
place is conducted on the lines of 
mixed farming, with ten grade Dur- 
ham cows, fifteen head of young cat- 
'tle and a small flock of Southdown 
sheep. A notable feature of the farm 
economy is a well equipped sugar 
place, with a thousand buckets. A 
first-class grade of maple syrup finds a 
ready sale to special customers at 
North Adams, Mass. 

E. M Haynes was born on this 
farm in 1846 and this has been his 
permanent home ever since. He mar- 
ried Sarah Babcock of North Adams, 
Mass., in 1867 and three children 
were bom to them : Charles E., a me- 
chanic in Percy, N. H., Nora E., Mrs. 
Leslie Adams of Fairview cottage, 
Wilmington, and Rose E., a stenog- 
rapher in the law office of Tracy & 
Cooper of Albany, N. Y. 

E. M. Haynes possesses a marked 
and strong personality. He is a strong 
supporter of the Methodist church of 
which he has been a steward many 
years. Republican in politics he has 
held various official positions in 
town, where he is esteemed as a 
worthy, substantial citizen and is now 
serving his fourth term as selectman. 

t^. H. Faulknetr. 

William Houghton, grand father of 
R. H., was an early settler of Whit- 
ingham, and Willard, his father, was 
an exemplary citizen, an industrious, 
substantial farmer. He married 
Roxaua Boyd and they brought up a 
family of four sons and three daugh- 
ters, four of whom are now living. 



Royal H. was bom in 1827, and as 
the eldest child, took an active share 
in the labors of the farm from earliest 
childhood. He walked two miles to 
school, mostly in the winter season, 
and with this rude environment, 
picked up a fair education for the 
times and developed a resolute will 
and robust frame. He left home at 
the age of twenty- two and the follow- 
ing year, married Minerva Boyd and 
moved onto a farm in Whitingham, 
owned by his father, where he re- 
mained six years. He then bought 
the farm now occupied by his son, 
where he lived until 1875, when he 
purchased and moved to his present 
farm three miles south of Wilmington 
village. This farm, including adjoin- 
ing back lots, contains 270 acres and 
he also owns 175 acres in Whiting- 
ham. It is worthy of note that his 
brother, his son and himself own a 
continuous tract of one thousand acres 
of good farm land. 

Mr. Faulkner makes a little of the 
maple sweet on this home farm, but 
his Whitingham farm contains a sugar 
place of one thousand trees, well set 
up with evaporators and an iron arch. 
He usually keeps from thirty to forty 
head of cattle, grade Durhams and a 
good flock of twenty-five sheep and for 
his dairy runs a United States separa- 
tor. He has his own ideas regarding 
methods of farming, perhaps a little 
old-fashioned, but he carries them out 
successfully. He raises his own com 
and oats and dispenses with the horse 
rake and mowing machine. 

Mr. Faulkner is six feet tall and 
stalwart — an original old school Yan- 
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kee farmer. With his thick, gray hair 

and beard, heavy brows, strong Roman 

nose and eyes quick and keen, that 

never needed glasses, he is a marked 

personality. 

Though past the age of seventy-one 

He hunts a little just for fun. 
With foot upon his native sod, 

And steadv hand upon his gun. 
He shoots his fox at forty rods — 

He brings him down though on the 
run 

Mr. Faulkner had eight children by 
his first marriage and five are now liv- 
ing: George R., Samantha A., 
Flora J., Herbert H., and Clara M. 
He has one daughter, Mrs. Lula 
Brown, by his present wife, whose 
maiden name was Susan M. Brown. 



Mr. Ware keeps a dairy of six or 
eight cows and as many young cattle 
of grade Durham stock; but the most 
important feature of this cozy home- 
stead is the excellent sugar place of 
about 1100 buckets. He sends nearly 
all of his product to special customers 
at remunerative prices and usually 
makes from two hundred to three 
hundred gallons of syrup. 

The house is one of the grand old 
family mansions of the town. 

Mr. Ware married Emma, daughter 
of Charles F. Griffin, a prominent and 
honored citizen of Halifax. Miss 
Griffin was a well known, successful 
teacher. Both Mr. and Mrs. Ware are 
members of the Baptist church. 

H. B. Ware was for several years, 




RESIDENCE OF H. B. WARE. 



Ariel Ware was one of the early set- 
tlers near Lake Raponda and by two 
marriages, reared a large family. His 
son Ariel, married Mary A. Tanner 
and moved soon after to the Mav 
farm, two miles from the village, 
where they lived some thirteen years. 
He bought the old Castle farm, one 
mile south of the village in 1864, 
where he rfesided until his death ten 
years later. He was a zealous member 
and a deacon of the Baptist church. 

Heman B. Ware was bom in 1851 
in Wilmington and is a life-long resi- 
dent. He was the only son and nat- 
urally earlv became the trusted assist- 
ant of his father in the cares and 
labors of the farm. The homestead 
contains 150 acres and the tillage is 
mostly level, arable and productive 
interval land. 



chairman of the Republican town com- 
mittee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ware are both mem- 
bers of Victory Grange. P of H. and 
enjoy the esteem of a wide circle of 
friends. 

J. H^npy Stouie. 

It is a typical New England farm 
home, tidy and thriftv in every ap- 
pointment and located on a broad swell 
of laud that overlooks the village 
nestling in its smiling valley, two 
miles to the south, and a grand circlet 
of mountains, crowned by old Hav- 
stack, bounds the western horizon. 

The occupants are past middle life, 
the wife and mother, a buxom and 
kindly matron; the owner of the 
estate, a grey haired man of sixty, 
still active and vigilant and in touch 
with modern conditions, but with ap- 



parently declining health. He wears 
the button of the G. A. R. and he 
was not a holiday soldier. Enlisting 
in December, 1861, with Capt. Henry 
F. Dutton in Co. H, of the 8th Vt, 
commanded by the "Old War Horse,'* 
Gen. Stephen Thomas, he participated 
with his regiment in the Louisana 
campaign and in the engagements of 
Raceland, Butte Station, Bayou Des 
Allemonds, Busland, and Port Hudson, 
and was honorably discharged at the 
expiration of his three years' term. 

William, the grandfather of Henry 
Stowe, was a native of Boston and a 
soldier of the Revolution. He mar- 
ried Lucy Jennings of Brattleboro, 
where he first settled. John Stowe, 
one of his two surviving children, 
married Rachael W. Whitney and was 




J. HENRY STOWE. 

an early settler in the Fitch neighbor- 
hood. 

Soon after J. Henry Stowe returned 
from the tented field he married 
Matilda M. Copeland of Dover and 
they settled on a farm in the home 
neighborhood, but purchased their 
present 180 acre farm thirty-four years 
ago and here they reared their three 
children : Wilbur H. is an enterpris- 
ing cattle dealer, who makes his home 
here since his wife's death; Ada May 
is the wife of Frank Yeaw of Dover 
and Mabel Rose is Mrs. Charles A. 
Franklin of Bernardston, Mass. 

Henry Stowe is a thrifty and en- 
terprising farmer. He was one of 
the first in town to use the Cooley 
creamer and with his silo, carries a 
dairy of eighteen cows, with a lot of 
young stock and the farm team. His 
dairy products and vegetables find a 
ready market at the Raponda hotel 
and cottages. Mr. Stowe makes a 
large amount of maple honey that is 
nectar fit for a king or a Vermonter, 
and takes first prize when he exhibits 
at the fairs. He has three well 
equipped sugar places and hangs 1800 
buckets. 

Highly esteemed as a neighbor and 
citizen he has been many years a mem- 
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ber of Victory Grange and of the 
G. A. R., of which he has been com- 
mander. 

P. C- Hubbat^d. 

The story of the Hubbard family is 
an object lesson of progress from the 
most humble beginnings to a position 
of honorable independence and com- 
petence. Chester Hubbard came to 
Wilmington about 1800, married 
Dorothy Kellogg, settled on a little 
homestead of twenty-five acres and 
there reared his family of six children. 
He was a shoemaker by trade and his 
utmost industry barely sufficed to 
meet the necessities of his growing 
family. The children were, Harriet, 
Bailey, Horace, Roxaville, Frederick 
and George Crocker. 

George C, the youngest son was 
born in 1815, remained at home and 
became the stay and support of his 
parents. He possessed energy, thrift 
and ingenuity and united the trades of 
shoemaker, cooper and farmer in his 
earlier years. He soon cleared off 
the debt and bought more land and 
continued to buy as opportunity 
offered, until he had a fine farm of 
four hundred acres. His career illus- 
trates the earth hunger of the Anglo- 
Saxon. He improved his farm by 
careful culture, built the fine set of 
buildings more than thirty-five years 
ago and died in 1898 at the age of 
eighty -three, a successful and esteemed 
citizen. 

George C. Hubbard married Salome 
Dickenson Green in 1840, a lady of 
real worth and a true help-meet; 
she is still active and interesting at 
the age of eighty- three and resides 
with her son. 

The six children were Elizabth J., 
(deceased), Linus G., Clara Bird, 
Porter George, Fred Billings and 
Chester Clark (deceased). 

Porter G. Hubbard was bom in 
1848, remained on the home farm and 
is one of the most tidy and thrifty 



farmers in town. The home farm of 
three hundred acres, about two miles 
east of the village is a good upland 
farm with a sightly outlook, and sup- 
ports thirty to thirty-five Durham cat- 
tle, including eighteen or twenty cows 
and a good farm team. There is a fine 
sugar place of 1200 well painted 
buckets with covers, equipped with a 
Bellows Falls evaporator. 

When George Hubbard began sugar- 
ing he had sixty trees tapped with a 



children were bom to them: Florence 
B., Alice F. (deceased last July), 
George P. and Willie D. The Hub- 
bard place is a typical Vermont home 
and the present proprietor maintains 
well the traditions of the family, of 
industry and good citizenship. Like 
his father, Mr. Hubbard, is an in- 
genious mechanic and does black- 
smithing and all general repairs needed 
on the buildings and upon the farm. 




P. G. HUBBARD'S RESIDENCE. 



tapping iron, caught the sap in dug- 
out troughs and boiled it in a potash 
kettle suspended by a chain from poles 
put up under a sky roof. This place 
is historic as the birthplace and early 
home of the mother of President 
Hayes and as the route of travel by 
the old stage road. 

Porter G. Hubbard married Belle 
F. Simonds of Peru in 1876 and four 



Ft^ed B* Hubbat^d. 

The Hubbards, as a family, exem- 
plify the home virtues of industry, in- 
tegrity and morality, and the subject 
of our sketch was trained in a good 
school; he was born in 1850, son of 
George C. and Salome D. Green Hub- 
bard of Wilmington. 

He attended the public schools and 
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remained on the home farm with his 
father and brother nntil he was 
twenty-six years of age, when he mar- 
ried Agnes E., daughter of Alonzo and 
Irene Walcott and bought and occupied 
Pleasant View Farm. A daughter, 
Minnie R. , came to cheer their fireside. 
Mrs. Hubbard died in 1894 and two 
years later Mr. Hubbard espoused 
Hattie M., daughter of Justus and 
Harriet Castle, formerly of Wilming- 
ton, but now resident at Chenoa, 111. 
His farm is very pleasantly situated a 
half mile north of the village and con- 
tains 160 acres, suitably divided into 
tillage, woodland and pasture. The 
mowings are nearly all fitted for the 
machine, the x>astures are quite free 
of brush and weeds and a large share 
of the farm is fenced by stone walls. 
There is an abundant supply of never- 
failing cold spriuK water at house and 
barn. The barns are comfortable and 
in good repair. The house has re- 
cently been remodeled and modern- 
ized with stylish front veranda and is 
commodious and convenient. 

There is an excellent orchard and a 
good sugar place of 650 trees, set up 
with evaporator and so situated that 
the sap is all conducted to the camp in 
tin leaders. 

Fronting the south and with an out- 
look of village, river and forest. 
Pleasant View Farm deserves its 
name and is a most desirable home- 
stead. 

Mr. Hubbard, desiring to go to 
Illinois, the paternal home of his wife, 
will sell this charming place on rea- 
sonable terms. 

C. C. BaHoui* 

Charles C. Barlow, though not a 
native, is more than half a Wilming- 
tonian, and the *' better half" at that. 
He was bom in 1859 and in infancy 
moved to Trenton, N. J., with his 
father's family. 

John Barlo\v, his father, was a sol- 
dier of the 35th New Jersey Volun- 
teers and was killed at Atlanta, Ga., 




on the occasion of Sherman's march to 
the sea. Charles received an ap- 
pointment by the selection of Gov. 
Robeson to the naval academy at 
Annapolis, Md. ; passed his examina- 
tions successfully, but was rejected 
because of his small stature. He then 
learned telegraphy and was for a time 
with the Atlantic and Pacific Tele- 
graph Co. and later was copyist in the 
law oflSce of Judge James Buchanan 
at Trenton. 

He came to Wilmington in 1875 and 
was engaged five years on the farm of 



and he usually keeps twenty-five head 
of cattle, a few sheep and the farm 
team. He erected a maple sugar 
house in 1896 and the next year his 
fine farm residence. Mr. Corbett 
hangs 1850 buckets, with one of the 
finest sugar outfits in town and his 
syrup ranks high. He is a quiet but 
substantial citizen and a successful 
farmer. 

Mr. Corbett was bereft of his wife 
last December, leaving one son, Merle, 
nine years of age. 
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C. C. BARLOW. 



F. E. Ray. He then went to New 
York City, where he had five years 
experience in the milk business. Re- 
turning to Wilmington in '85, he was 
variously engaged as a cream gatherer, 
painter, stenographer and insurance 
agent. He married in 1890, Alice J., 
daughter of Moses K. Fox of Wilming- 
ton and they have three children 
living. During the past dozen years 
Mr. Barlow has worked as an ac- 
countant in the Wilmington Savings 
bank and for the past seven years has 
been assistant cashier. Mr. Barlow 
is a skillful accountant and a reliable 
citizen. For three years he was cap- 
tain of Dana P. Chandler Camp, No. 
12, Sons of Veterans. 

E. B. Cofbett, 

Everett B. Corbett, son of Jonathan 
H., was born in Wilmington in 1862. 

He is farm- bred and a thorough 
farmer by choice, training and prac- 
tice. He married Cora B. Kingsbury 
in 1884 and the following March 
moved to his present farm of about 
175 acres. 

In 1891 the railroad c^me and the 
track runs a mile and a half on his 
land. About two years later the 
Mountain Mills were located here and 
the tenement houses soon followed, so 
that Mr. Corbett has now one of the 
best locations in town, forty rods from 
the station and his dairy products and 
vegetables find a ready market. 

His tillage is mostly rich meadow. 



The BisscU Family* 

Asahel Bissell came to Wilmington 
early in the century and settled on the 
farm now occupied by Frank Ray. 
He married Polly Corkins and reared 
a family of six children and died on the 
farm. One of his sons, Asahel M. Bis- 
sell, moved onto the south part of the 
farm and erected the set of buildings 
where he now lives at the age of 
ninety-three, with his son, Charles W. 
Bissell. A sister, Fidelia, married 
William Ray and remained on the 
homestead. A. M. Bissell married 
Lucy Upton and of their family of six 
children, only three survive: Eben 
of Independence, C. W. and Daniel 
M. of VVellesley, Mass. 

The Bissell farm now contains about 
120 acres, very pleasantly located 
three-fourths of a mile north of the 
street and is a model New England 
homestead, with its broad, smooth 
fields and its fine outlook. 

The sugar place of 1100 buckets is 
well equipped and Charles Bissell is a 
noted sugar maker, selling his srynp 
at good prices. He is one of the 
thrifty, prosperous farmers of the 
town. Mr. Bissell married Sarah 
Whiting, and two daughters were 
born to them : Clara, wife of E. E. 
Covey, and Mary, wife of E. A. Fair- 
banks, both prosperous bakers of New 
York City. 
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(Ransom H* f/Loope. 

Ransom H. Moore was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1842, son of Tmman 
Moore, and with the exception of a 
few years spent in Dover, has been a 
life-long resident of this town. He 
married Elvira M. Hill of Dover in 
1866 and soon settled on a farm on 
what was called **The Handle, " now a 
part of Dover, and farmed in that sec- 



New York City on a baker's wagon. 
After about four years experience he 
formed a partnership with his brother- 
in-law, Charles Stearns, in the bakery 
business, a calling to which Wilming- 
tonians take as naturally as ducks to 
the water. He followed this business 
five years and in 1892 returned to 
Wilmington and bought the farm 
where he now resides. At that time 
the place was in i)oor condition, with 
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tion several years. In 1892 he bought 
the W. R. Boyd farm of 170 acres, 
most pleasantly located on the Deer- 
field, two miles below the village. 
The farm contains about forty acres of 
rich meadow and tillage that produces 
some sixty tons of hay annually and 
is one of the best in the Deerfield Val- 
ley. There are two fine sets of farm 
buildings on the place, one of them 
being occupied by A. M. Buffum, son- 
in-law of Mr. Moore. The son, also 
assists in the care of the farm. 

A good sugar place of seven hun- 
dred buckets is conveniently located 
near the buildings. Mr. Moore is one 
of the most thrifty and thorough 
farmers in town and makes a specialty 
of breeding and raising Durham stock. 

Hetrbert W. millet^. 

The traveler passing up the Deer- 
field about a mile and a half north of 
the village will not fail to observe a 
fine modem residence and tidy 
bams, located near the bridge and a 
neat cottage in the background. 

This is the farmhouse of H. W. 
Miller and the cottage is occupied 
during the summer by his brother-in- 
law, Charles E. Steams, of Brooklyn. 
He was born in 1864 and passed his 
boyhood on the place now owned by 
the Forest and Stream club, where his 
father, William D. Miller, resided 
forty-two years. Herbert, after re- 
ceiving the ordinary training of the 
public schools, left home at twenty 
years of age and found employment in 



an old set of buildings. 

In 1893 Mr. Miller built the present 
neat and convenient bams and the fol- 
lowing year erected his fine residence, 
which is complete in every respect, 
with hot and cold water, bath rooms 
and the modern improvements, and 
he now has one of the best sets of farm 



buildings in town. He has also bought 
on pasture land and now owns nearly 
a hundred acres, including twenty-five 
acres of meadow. An excellent sugar 
place of 860 buckets is a valuable feat- 
ure of his farm economy. 

When Mr. Miller came here in '92 
he wintered only five head of cattle, 
one horse and eight sheep. Last win- 
ter, by the aid of a silo of seventy- 
five tons capacity, he carried twenty- 
eight head of cattle, three horses and 
twenty-four sheep. 

He has achieved wonders on this 
farm. He breeds the Durham cattle, 
which are the general favorites here. 
Mr. Miller has invested labor and 
cash in renovating and beautifying 
his homestead — has made three blades 
of grass grow where one grew before 
and to that extent is a public benefac- 
tor. 

H. Hi. Fitch. 

H. M. Fitch was born on the farm, 
where he now resides, in 1836; his 
parents, Erastus, and Arminda John- 
son Fitch, settled on that farm in 
1824, soon after the marriage and here 
reared their family of five children 
and passed their lives. 

Horace M. was the youngest and re- 
mained as the home boy upon the 
paternal farm ; he received his train- 
ing on the farm and at the district 
schools, where he laid the foundation 
of an excellent character. He married 
Emily Snow of Dover and their chil- 
dren are: Frank H., Homer W. 
Porter J. and Mabel L. The two 
eldest sons are associated with their 
father in the management of the farm 
and are progressive young men. 
F. H. is a member of the town school 
board. 

Porter J. Fitch, after graduating 




H. W. MILLER'S RESIDENCE. 
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from the Bliss Bnsiuess college at 
North Adams in 1897, became the book- 
keeper of the Deerfielrt Valley 
Creamery Association and last March 
was elected to the responsible position 
of superintendent and treasurer, which 
he now acceptably fills. 

The farm contains 200 acres, sup- 




H. M. FITCH'S RESIDENCE. 

ports a good dairy of a dozen or more 
cows and a small flock of sheep. The 
silo is an important feature. There 
is a well organized sugar place of 900 
buckets. 

The Fitch homestead is one of the 
most spacious, sightly and attractive in 
town and all of the members of this 
estimable family are much attached to 
the home associations. 

May Family. 

David May came from Spencer, 
Mass., as an early pioneer and settled 
in the north part of Wilmington. His 
son, Joel, married Sophia Miller and 
reared a family of twelve children — 
the regulation number of the times — 
eleven of whom lived to maturity. 
Six sons, Sterling, Joel, Daniel, Wil- 
lard, Samuel and Henry, and two 
daughters settled in Wilmington. 
The sole survivors of the family are 
Henry of Wilmington and Hahnemann, 
resident in Iowa. Henry May is a 
connecting link of the past and the 
present generations; he is eighty-two 
years old and is now a srreat sufferer 
from rheumatism. He married 
Rozilla Pike of Leverett, Mass., and 
their three children were Emeranca, 
Calista, Mrs. Ezra Haynes (deceased), 
and Fred A. H., who is the support 
and stay of his aged parents. 

The eldest daughter married A din 
Adams and for more than a score of 
years they owned and carried on the 
farm with their parents as May & 
Adams. Henry May and his wife 
bought and occupied this farm in 
1862. The Mays are verv industrious, 
thrifty farmers, have a commodious 
set of buildings and a good two hun- 
dred acre farm about four miles from 
the village. 

They have a dozen or more good 
Durham cows and their young stock 
of Durhams is of the best. A good 
orchard of 1257 maples is a great fac- 
tor in the farm economy. 

Fred Mav was born in 1868, was 
educated in the public schools and at 



Mount Hermon Seminary and is a 
most estimable young man. He mar- 
ried Allie Belle Carpenter of Wilming- 
ton and the junior partner, Kenneth 
Hugh, is one year old. 

Charles S* Gmmes. 

Charles S. Grimes was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1842, son of John and 
Nancy Grimes ; his father came from 
Keene, N. H. and settled in the west 
part of Wilmington nearly seventy-five 
years ago, starting in an almost un- 
broken wilderness. He cleared up 
his farm of three hundred acres. 
Three children were born to him. 
George Henry, the oldest son enlisted 
in the 11th Vermont regiment in 1862 
and died from exposure in 1863. Har- 
riet J. died in childhood. Charles S. 
remained and took charge of the farm 
during the later years of his parents' 
life. The farm was originally in 
Wilmington, but later it was set off 
to Searsburg. Mr. Grimes built a 
good residence in 1874 and later a good 
set of bams. It was a fine meadow 
farm and cut some sixty tons of hay 
and with a large sugar lot. Mr. 
Grimes was a thorough and successful 
farmer and remained on his native 
farm until 1896, when owing to some- 
what impaired health, he sold it and 
moved to his present very pleasant 
small farm near the village of Wil- 




CHARLES S. GRIMES. 

mington. A model sugar house has 
been erected and he has one of the fin- 
est sugar places of 715 buckets and 
makes in average seasons, some 250 
gallons of the best quality of syrup. 

Mr. Grimes is jovial and free 
hearted, and entertains many guests 
every year, everyone being a good ad- 
vertiser of his goods. 

C. S. Grimes married Mary Elling- 
wood and thev had a good old fash- 
ioned family of twelve children of 
whom ten are now living and are ex- 
pected home at the Wilmington re- 
union. 

Mr. Grimes, while resident in Sears- 



burg, held the most important office 
in the gift of the people. 

flathan A. Gireen. 

Nathan A. Green was bom in 
Whitingham in 1850 and left his na- 
tive home at the ase of twenty-one, 
went to Charlestown, Mass., and en- 
gaged on a milk farm and after two 
years* experience, bought a milk route 
which he conducted successfully nine 
years. 

He married Miss Ella Jewell of Wil- 
mington in 1876, who died in 1881, 
soon after their removal to this town. 

In 1882 he married Stella Kingsley 
of Halifax. By this marriage are two 
sons, Clarence and Merrill. Mr. 
Green has a very pretty and con- 
veniently located homestead of 
twenty-eight acres, including an excel- 
lent and well equipped sugar place of 
four hundred buckets. 

He keeps a dairy of five cows on his 
little farm, which is in a high state of 
cultivation. Mr. Green is a quiet, in- 
dustrious man, strongly attached to 
the associations of home. 

P. Haynes 6t Son. 

Philetus Haynes is a type of the 
shrewd, energetic, hard-working 
farmer of the old school and is asso- 
ciated with his son, Wallace Leslie, 
and they are among the largest of 
farm owners in town, including four 
different farms and sets of buildings, 
in all some 650 acres. 

Jonas Haynes came from Sudbury, 
Mass., to Wilmington by marked trees, 
soon after the close of the Revolu- 
tionary war, in which he served as 
captain of a company. He settled 
first on the H. H. Winchester farm. 
Asher, his son, who bought the 
homestead of his father, married 
Lovina Maynard of Marlboro, Mass., 
and raised ten children. Asher died 
in 1842 at the age of 56 and Lovina, 
his widow, in 1875, at the age of 87. 
The children were Almira and Lovina, 
who died in childhood, Asher, who 
moved toTomah, Wis., Israel, Samuel, 
Hannah (Mrs. Daniel May), Elbridge, 
Philetus, Almira L. (Mrs. Archibald 
Campbell), of Champaign, 111., and 
Caroline (Mrs. E. A. Fitch), of Wil- 
mington. 

Philetus was born in 1825 and in 
1849, married Hannah L., daughter 
of Arvine and Julia Clark Boyd. 
Their only child, Wallace Leslie, who 
was bom November 4, 1856, has 
always resided here and is warmly at- 
tached to his native farm. W. L. 
Haynes married Rosina Richardson 
and they have a family of three pretty 
children. 

P. Haynes & Son have one of the 
finest hill farms in this county and 
keep a large stock of choice Durham 
cattle and a small flock of sheep. 

The raising of fancy Durham steers 
has always been a feature and Mr. 
Haynes remembers selling two pairs of 
three year olds in war-time for |640. 
About forty cows are kept on all of 
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CHEZ NOUS AT THE HIGHLANDS. 



the farms and more than 4,000 backets 
are hung in the sugar orchard. He 
bought this home farm half a century 
ago, has been a prodigious worker and 
a good financier, for a score of years 
run a saw mill and from time to time, 
has bought the three outside farms as 
opportunity offered. He is now in 
advanced age and very infirm health. 
Two of the farms are located a little 
more than a mile north of Lake 
Raponda. One of these places has a 
handsome, commodious house, with 
slate roof and a sugar place of 1500 
buckets. The farms contain 150 acres 
each. The other, known as the Smith 
place, is located on the Upper Interval, 
contains 150 acres and a sugar place of 
1700 buckets. There is running water 
at house and bam at each of the three 
farms and all are in a fair state of 
cultivation. Owing to advancing 
years and the care involved, P. Haynes 
& Son are desirious of selling two of 
these farms and offer them on favor- 
able terms. 
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The Higl^lands. 

The farm in Searsburg, known as 
the **01d Grimes place" was bought 
by the Misses Heather in January, 
1896. The old farm house was en- 
larged and thoroughly modernized 
that year. 

During the blizzard of February, 
1899, the house, greenhouse, bams and 
out-buildings, were burned to the 
ground at midnight. 

The new house, called Chez Nous, 
was in process of erection at the time. 

Under the able supervision and di- 
rection of Miss Mary A. Heather, the 
farm lands have been improved and 
cultivated to a good point of crop 
bearing. About seventy-five tons of 
hay is cut each year. Potatoes, com 
and oats are raised. The sugar 
orchard of 2,500 trees has a house 
with all the modem appliances. Miss 
Heather personally superintends the 
boiling of the sap, bottling the syrup 
as it is made. 

The Times. 

In the spring of 1888 a strong move- 
ment was started by leading business 
men for the establishment of a news- 
paper in Wilmington and as a result of 
this agitation. The Deerfield Valley 
Times was born July 12 of the same 
year, with F. L. Stetson of Jackson- 
ville, publisher and L. E. Keyser of 



Havana, N. Y., editor. The enter- 
prise was backed by Hosea Mann, 
C. D. Spencer, E. E. Wheeler, O. O. 
Ware, A. M. Johnson, E. A. Wil- 
lard, Jr. and John R. Buell, who 
guaranteed to furnish Mr. Stetson 
$1250 worth of subscriptions and ad- 
vertising the first year. The first is- 
sue contained four pages, two pages 
being ** ready print" and two pages 
printed at home. The policy of the 
paper was announced as *' neutral." 

Mr. Stetson was not a newspaper 
man and only an amateur, as a printer. 
Therefore he labored against heavy 
odds and failed to make the plant pay 
expenses, notwithstanding the splen- 
did support given the enterprise by 
local business men. After a struggle 
of about six months he wearied of the 
newspaper business and in January, 
1889, sold out to Orrin H. Jones, at 
that time a clerk in O. O. Ware's 
store, 

Mr. Jones knew less about the 
printing business than his predecessor 
and entered the field handicapped by 
a heavy debt ; he had no idea of the 
value of printing material and was in- 
duced to pay three times what the 
plant was worth. It was up-hill work 
at first but Mr. Jones made the best 
of the situation. He worked early 
and late, won the respect and con- 
fidence of the public, increased the 
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business, improved the mechanical 
equipment and proved himself an ex- 
cellent business manager. After run- 
ning the paper six months in the four 
page form he increased it to eight 
pages, with ''patent insides.'' The 
business was soon placed on a self-sup- 
porting basis. ' ^ 

In the spring of '91 the building in 
which the paper was printed was re- 
duced to ashes and some of the outfit 
and stock completely ruined. That 
same year the building which Thn 
TtMKS occupies at present was erected ; 
this has been the home of the paper 
ever since and probably will be for 
years to come. A fine new Whitlock 
press was installed in '98 ; soon after- 
ward the ''patent insides** were dis- 
continued and since then the paper 
has been printed at home. 

In the fall of 1894 Mr. Jones' health 
failed and he was obliged to relinquish 
the printing business. 

The plant was acquired by Mr. 
Packard, the present publisher, Octo- 
ber 1st, 1894. This was his first 
business venture; he was young in 
years, and lacking in experience and 
capital but had the advantage of being 
a printer, having "grown up" in a 
printing office. He readily grasped 
the situation and as soon as capital 
permitted instituted an era of im- 
provemeiits in the mechanical equip- 
ment of the plant. The single Golding 
job presi^, constituting the job printing 
cajpacity of the plant, has been replaced 
by three fine new modem job presses 
—one large '^Universal" for fine half- 
tone work and two Gordons. The 
worthless upright Payne steam engine 
has been discarded and a new gasoline 
engine put In, which runs by explosive 
power without the use of steam at a 
cost bf 80 cents per day. The worth- 
less paper cutter in use up to 1898 has 
been disposed of and a large new 



"Peerless Gem" machine is now used. 
Antiquated fonts of display type 
have been consigned to the "hell box" 
and a large and varied line of new and 
artistic faces of type purchased. In 
brief, practically every thing that went 
with the plant seven years ago has 
been displaced by new and superior 
material. In 1889 Mr. Packard ac- 
quired the plant of the ReadaJjoro 
Enterprise at Readsboro and has since 
that time run the "Readsboro Enter- 
prise" and conducted a branch print- 
ing office in Readsboro a portion uf 
the time. In the fall of 1899 the new 
"Simplex" book and newspaper type- 
setting machine was added to the 
plant at a cost of about 12500, includ- 
ing type and equipments. The body 
type for newspapers and book work is 
now all set on the machine. 

The Times prii!iting plant as it 
stands to-day has cost the publisher 
not less than $8000, but the money has 
been well invested and there is no bet- 
ter printing plant in Southern Ver- 
mont, as any printer will tell you. 
The Times is considered a model for 
typographical beauty and cleanliness, 
wherever it circulates. 

The business of the office has more 
than trebled in the last few years and 
continues to grow steadily year after 
year. 

Under the management - of the 
present proprietor The Times has been 
Republican in politics, but never 
offensively partisan and the paper has 
many friends in the Democratic 
party who have been subscribers for 
years and who swear by it. Never 
having sought or received any favors 
at the hands of any political party, 
The Times has been free to "hew to 
the line and let the chips fall where 
they may," which accounts in part 
for the independent policy of the pa- 
per upon all public questions. 
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The Times is now a well established 
and successful institution, conducted 
on up-to-date business principles. 
All subscriptions are payable strictly 
in advance and papers are stopped at 
expiration unless renewal is received, 
the motto being "If you can get The 
Times without paying for it you are 
welcome to it." The Times was the 
pioneer weekly paper in Vermont to 
establish this custom, which has 
proven so popular among its readers 
and so satisfactory to the publisher. 

UUilliam U. Paekard. 

William L., Jr., son of William L. 
and Sarah Failes Packard, was bom 
at Pittsgrove, N. J., Sept. 25, 1876. 
His parents moved to Elmer, N. J., 
in 1885. 

In 1889, when 18 years old, William 




Wm. L. PACKARD. 

L., Jr., began his printer's apprentice- 
ship to S. P. Foster, proprietor of the 
Elmer Times, working outside school 
hours. 

He clerked in a grocery store ^at 
Holly Beach during the summer of 
1892 and in July, 1898, came to Wil- 
mington, where he entered the em- 
ploy of O. H. Jones, then editor of 
The Times. He bought the paper 
from Mr. Jones in October, 1894. 

The Deer field Valley Times has 
grown in circulation and influence un- 
til to-day it is rated among the first 
papers of Vermont. 

This success has been honestly 
earned by hard work and unyielding 
adherence to the right principles. 

The Times bears the imprint of the 
editor's personality and is a far reach- 
ing power for good through the valley. 

Mr. Packard is a man of strong con- 
victions and indomitable purpose. 
His word is as good as his bond. 
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J. H. Flagg. 

It is a sonroe of nniversal regpret to 
Wilmington that the subject of this 
sketch, chosen as the spokesman of 
the absent children of the town and 
as orator on the occasion of the Re- 
union, should be debarred by a serious 
illness from the discharge of that high 




JOHN H. FLAGG. 



the most responsible positions in their 
gift. He represented Wilmington In 
the legislature in 1848-49-61 and '62; 
was a senator in 1864 and 1865; was 
town clerk from 1836 to '68 inclu- 
sive, and treasurer of the Wilmington 
Savings Bank from its organization in 
December, 1853, until the time of his 
death in December, 1868. 

John Henrv Flagg was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1843. He was educated in 
the public schools of his native town, 
and at Wesleyan Academy, Wilbra- 
ham, Mass. 

His legal studies were pursued in 
the office of Flagg & Tyler, and at the 
Albany Law School. This firm, con- 
sisting of his father. Gen. S. P. 
Flagg and Hon. James M. Tyler, was 
then one of the strongest law firms in 
southern Vermont. 

J. H. Flagg was admitted to the 
bar in Windham county at the Sep- 
tember term in 1864, practicing for 
the first year at Wilmington and sub- 
sequently at Bennington for a period 
of four years. At the October term of 
the Vermont Legislature in 1864, he 
was elected clerk of the House of 
Representatives, and was unanimously 
re-elected to the same office for the 
succeeding four years. At the first 
session of the Forty-first Congress, be- 
ginning in December, 1869 he was ap 



pointed principal clerk of the United 
function for which he is so eminently States Senate which office he contin- 
qualified. The name of Flagg has for ued to hold through succeeding Con- 
two generations been honored in Wil- gresses until the spring of 1878, when 
mington, and is a synonym for the he resigned. He was admitted to the 
highest civic virtues. bar of the Supreme Court of the United 
Gen. Stephen P. Flagg was bom States in 1870 and on terminating his 
here in 1810, and was a life-long resi- connection with the United States 



dent, and one of the most distin- 
guished citizens of the town. 

He married Miss Lucinda Brown of 
Whitingham, Vt., in 1830, by whom 
he had six children, of whom three 
are now living. The eldest child died 
in infancy. Lyman M. Flagg, a dis- 
tinguished musician, died at North 
Adams, Mass., in 1886, as, also James 
H., a prominent citizen of North 
Adams, in October, 1899. Ellen M. 
married F. W. Fairbanks of New 
York City. John H. resides in New 
York City and Fred A. Flagg in Troy, 
N. Y. 

Gen. Stephen P. Flagg, the father, 
read law with Hon. Charles K. Field, 
and subsequently with Hon. O. L. 
Sh after, and was admitted to the bar 
in September, 1850. He possessed 
great capacity for lucid statement of 
fact and argument that took the 
place of eloquence. Mr. Flagg at 
once secured an excellent practice, and 
took high rank among his professional 
brethren. Possessing the unreserved 
confidence of his townsmen, he was 
frequently called to the discharge of 



Senate resumed his law practice both 
in Washington and New York, giving 
special attention to international ques- 
tions arising under treaties between 
the United States and foreign powers 
as well as kindred subjects. He was 
prominent in the prolonged discussion 
involved in the earlier legislation of 
Congress defining the relation of our 
government to the '* Geneva Award 
Fund'" and the method of its distribu- 
tion and subsequently prosecuted to a 
successful termination a large num- 
ber of claims arising under said treaty. 
Removing to New York City in 1880, 
he has not only continued his practice 
at Washington but has given much 
attention to local corporation law, re- 
ceiving a lucrative income therefrom, 
being steadily employed by var- 
ious corporations, prominent through- 
out the country. He is an accept- 
ed authority on the law of parlia- 
mentary proceedings as well as of in- 
ternational law and bus had for clients 
several foreign governments in this 
latter branch of practice to which so 
few lawyers seem to have given 



special attention. 

For many years he has been counsel 
to various foreign steamship lines, the 
large petroleum corporations, of the 
United States railroad corporations 
and many others. He is a member of 
the Union League Club, the chief Re- 
publican organization of New York 
City, the Metropolitiin Club of Wash- 
ington, a life member of the New Eng- 
land Society of New York, and was 
one of the promoters of the Brooklyn 
Society of Vermonters. of which he is 
a member and one of the Executive 
committee. 

Mr. Flagg was married in June, 
1889, to Lucy Peachy, daughter of 
Frank F. and Marion Jones of Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

The Stone Family. 

Ashley Stone, son of Ebenezer and 
Lydia (Streeter) Stone, was bom in 
Hinsdale, N. H., July 7, 1816. 

He attended the schools of his na- 
tive town until fifteen years of age. 
He left home, Aug. 11, 1831, and 
afterward attended the Milford 
Academy at Milford, Mass. 

He was endowed with a keen, logi- 
cal mind, a good memory and a desire 
for knowledge. Through his busy life 
he made study his recreation and so 
supplemented his early advantages 
that few college graduates were so 
thoroughly well read as he. 




THE LATE ASHLEY STONE. 

In the spring of 1837 he went to 
Searsburg, Vt., and bought what has 
since been known as the Voce Place. 

In the spring of 1844 Mr. Stone 
bought out the general store of Flavins 
T. and Volney Forbes, in Wilmington, 
on the comer now occupied by O. O. 
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Ware, and he continued in the mercan- 
tile bnsiness in Wilmington for over 
30 years. 

In 1850 he went to California. While 
there he engaged snccessfnlly in min- 
ing and general trade. Returning to 
Wilmington, May 7, 1851, he then 
became extensively interested in real 
estate operations. He erected many 
of Wilmington's best buildings, im- 
proved a number of the surrounding 
farms and for many years was a buyer 
or seller in a large majority of tlie real 
estate transactions of Wilmington. 

In 1854 and *55 he owned and con- 
ducted an extensive baking business in 
Baltimore, Md. 

He was guardian and administrator 
of many estates and frequently held 
positions of trust. 

In 1877 he left Wilmington and re- 
turned to his native town of Hins- 
dale, N. H., where he erected several 
houses to rent. 

In 1884 he became totally blind. 

Mr. Stone was stricken with paraly- 
sis, July 28, 1898, from which he never 
recovered; he died at Hinsdale, N. H., 
Dec. 16, 1893, and was buried in the 
village cemetery of Wilmington. 

Mr. Stone was a Free Soiler, a Whig 
and a Republican ; he was elected to 
represent Searsburj? as a Whig, in the 
legislatures of 1840 and 1841 and 
state senator, from Windham county 
in 1852 and re-elected in 1853, serving 
on the committee of education in both 
sessions, being chairman of this com- 
mittee in 1853. 

He was deputy sheriff for Windham 
county, superintendent of schools and 
held other town offices. 

He united with the Baptist church 
of Wilmington in 1850. He was clerk 
of the church and superintendent of 
its Sunday school for many years and 
one of the oldest members of this 
church when he died. 

Mr. Stone was married in Wilming- 
ton, June 6, 1844, to Harriet Ann 
Lamb, daughter of Lewis and Eleanor 
(Dexter) Lamb. They had six chil- 
dren; Lewis Porter, Byron Ashley, 
and Dexter Lyman (now living), and 
Harriet Louisa, Albert Eben and 
Lydia Eleanor, all three of whom died 
young. 

FAMILY GENEOLOGY. 

Lewis Porter, Byron Ashley and 
Dexter Lyman Stone, the three sons of 
Ashley and Harriet Ann (Lamb) Stone 
are the ninth generation, by direct de- 
scent, from Gregory Stone and Thomas 
Lamb. 

Gregory Stone was bom in 1 590 ; he 
came from Nay land, Suffolk county, 
England, in 1653, and settled in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., where he died Nov. 30, 
1672. 

Thomas Lamb came in the fleet with 
Winthrop, in 1(530 and settled in Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Jonathan Lamb (born Sept. 19, 1762, 
at Spencer, Mass. , died Nov. 29, 1823, 
in Wilmington, Vt. ), the fifth genera- 
tion from Thomas Lamb, was one of 
the original settlers of Wilmington. 



He received the deed from Levi Hall 
of Halifax, Vt., of laud in Wilmington, 
since known as the Wellman or Gains 
Smith place, Aug. 18, 17H8. 

Lewis Lamb, sou of Jonathan Lamb, 
was born upon this land, Dec. 26, 
1791, and died in Wilmington, July, 
1881. 

Harriet Ann Lamb, daughter of 
Lewis Lamb, was born upon the same 
land, Nov. 14, 1824. 

L. P. STONE. 

Lewis Porter Stone, eldest son of 
Ashley and Harriet Ann (Lamb) 
Stone, was born in the Pulsifer House 
(where Mrs. Volney Forbes now 
lives), in the village of Wilmington, 
Vt., Dec. 14, 1845. 

He attended the schools of Wilming- 
ton until 17 years of age, taught two 
terms of school, and subsequently 
studied at Wesleyan Academy, Wil bra- 




Lewis P. Stone married in Wilming- 
ton, Feb. 18, 1869, Cora Catherine 
Crosier, daughter of Loin F. and 
Martha (Bellows) Crosier of Wilming- 
ton; their only daughter, Maudie 
Lorena Stone (now living) was bom in 
Wilmington. 

Cora C. (Crosier) Stone died in 
Philadelphia, Pa., July 13, 1872, and 
was buried in the village cemetery of 
Wilmington. 

Lewis P. Stone married in Philadel- 
phia, Helen Wemmer Borie, daughter 
of Charles and Amelia (Wemmer) 
Borie of Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 1881; 
their only son, Ashley Borie Stone, 
was bom in Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 
1882, and died in Hinsdale, N. H., 
May 8, 1886. 

Helen W. (Borie) Stone died in 
Philadelphia, July 29, 1883; she and 
their son, Ashley Borie, were buried 
in Wilmington. 

B. A. STONE. 

Byron Ashley Stone of Mohawk, 
N. Y., second son of Ashley and Har- 
riet Ann (Lamb) Stone was bom in 
the Shaw House (now occupied by 
Daniel May) in Wilmington, Vt., June 
15, 18(>8. 

He attended the schools of Wil- 
mington, the Wesleyan Academy at 
Wilbraham, Mass., ar»d Eastman^s 
Business College of Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., where he graduated with 
highest honors, Jan. 30, 1868. 

Byron A. Stone began his business 
life in a store in South Deerfield, 
Mass., Sept. 22, 1868, and on March 
22, 1869, he commenced as a travel- 
ling salesman for Pease & Ruddock, 
manufacturers of pocket books, of 
South Deerfield, Mass. In 1871, Mr. 
Ruddock died and the business was 
continued under the firm name of 



L. P. STONE. 

ham, Mass. 

He was graduated from Eastman's 
Business College of Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., Dec. 6, 1864, with the highest 
honors ; he reviewed the course, at the 
same college in 1868. 

He was graduated from Jefferson 
Medcial College of Philadelphia, re- 
ceiving the degree of M. D., March, 
1880. 

Mr. Stone conducted a successful 
baking business in Philadelphia, 
from 1870 to 1883. 

He commenced as a traveling sales- 
man for a Philadelphia spice house, No- 
vember, 1883, and continued with the 
same house for twelve years. He re- 
signed to accept a general agency for 
a Chicago life insurance association ; 
he formed a partnership for a general 
agency, in Chicago, for the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society of New Y^ork. 
Mr. Stone resigned Aug. 1, 1897, to 
take his former position, selling spices. 
He became manager of the spice de- 
partment for James H. Forbes of St. 
Louis, July 18, 1898, which position 
he now holds. 




B. A. STONE. 
Pease & Stone until bought out, with 
the services of the partners, by the 
Charles Arms Manufacturing Co. of 
South Deerfield. 

In December, 1880, he accepted an 
offer from Langfeld Bros. & Co. of 
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Philadelphia, Pa., in the same busi- 
ness, where he is still engaged. 

Daring this more than thirty years 
of constant travel, Mr. Stone has vis- 
ited nearly all the cities of this coun- 
try and Canada and has held a lucra- 
tive and responsible position. 

In March, 1887, the Mohawk Valley 
Knitting Mills (Limited) was or- 
ganized by Mr. Stone and associates 
and he was elected vice president of 
this company. Later a second company, 
the Paragon Knitting Mills (Limited) 
was incorporated and Mr. Stone was 
elected president of this company and 
now holds both positions. He is also a 
director of the National Mohawk Val- 
ley Bank. 

Mr. Stone has been an elder in the 
Reformed church for eighteen years. 
He has been a member of the board of 
Education and a trustee of the graded 
school and was active in building the 
present elegant school building in 
Mohawk. 

Byron Ashley Stone married at 
Mohawk, N. Y., Ella Elizabeth, 
daughter of Justus S. F. and Harriet 
A. (Talcott) Grim, Feb. 14, 1872, 
and then selected Mohawk as his resi- 
dence and has built his beautiful home 
there. He has had four children: 
Ross Byron, Louis Talcott, Marjorie 
Dexter and Bertha Douglass, all living 
except the eldest, Ross Byron, who 
died Aug. 21, 1886. (. 

Mr. Stone is an active member of the 
Forest and Stream Club of Wilming- 
ton, where he spends the summers 
with his family. 




D. L. STONE. 

Dexter Lyman Stone was born in 
the building now occupied by the 
Savings Bank in Wilmington, Vt., 
June 16, 1853, the third sc n of Ashley 
and Harriet Anh (Lamb) Stone. 

He was prepared for college at Wil; 
listen Seminary, Easthampton, MaKs., 
and there graduated in 1873. 

Entering Harvard University, he re- 
ceived, June 27, 1877, the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts and immediately 



after that studied law. 

In September, 1878, Mr. Stone was 
admitted to the bar of Windham 
county, Vt., but the two years subse- 
quent to his graduation were devoted 
in great part, to his work as principal 
of the Wilmington High School. 

Until 1881 he practiced law in Ver- 
mont and also served as general agent 
for Vermont and New Hampshire of 
the Provident Life and Trust Company 
of Philadelphia. Then he removed to 
Philadelphia, but in 1883 changed his 
residence to New York City, where he 
practiced law and also engaged in busi- 
ness. Meanwhile Mr. Stone took a 
special course at the University of the 
City of New York and received the 
degree of Master of Laws in 1896. 

For several years he has been inter- 
ested in Life Insurance and at present 
holds the position of superintendent of 
agents of the Bankers Life Insurance 
Company of New York City. 

Dexter Lyman Stone married in 
Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 20, 1878, Ama 
Jerusha Miller, daughter of Nelson 
and Calista (King) Miller, and has two 
children, Florence Pearl and Calista 
Miller Stone. The latter died in in- 
fancy. 

Although residing in New York, 
during the business season, Mr. Stone 
has also a summer residence in Ridge- 
field, Conn. 

The Cashman Family. 

The career of this venerable gentle- 
man is most interesting and eventful 
and exemplifies the traits and tradi- 
tions of a notable New England fam- 
ily, as shown in the various environ- 
ments of country and city life. 

Sylvester Cushman was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1824, ine of the four chil- 
dren of Levi and Polly Mossman 
Cushman In the stem, but whole- 
some school of the farm life of the 
Vermont boy of half a century ago, 
he received a fair practical education 
for the times and formed good habits 
and a hardy constitution He married 
Emily Scott, by whom he had three 
children, one of whom is living: 
Wells S. Cushman, who is a well 
known baker, 84th street. Park 
avenue. 

After the death of his wife, Sylvester 
Cushman mairied Clarina Bills and 
ten of their children have lived to 
maturity and all reside in New York 
City. The most remarkable fact, 
probably unprecedented in the history 
of the whole country, is that Sylvester 
Cushman and seven of his sons have 
been engaged in the baking business 
in New York and that two of the 
three daughters have married bakers. 
When we condsider the magnitude of 
these various enterprises and the num- 
ber of persons in Greater New York 
who are daily fed from these estab- 
lishments, the record almost staggers 
Credulity. It seems that Sylvester 
Cushman is the chosen instrument of 
Providence in answering the prayer, 
** Give us this day our daily bread." 




SYLVESTER CUSHMAN. 

• 
Certainly the baker plays a most im- 
portant part in the daily economics of 
a great city, for good and reasonably 
cheap bread is indeed *'the staff of 
life" to the teeming milli(ms of this 
mighty metropolis. 

Sylvester Cushman was bred a 
farmer and remained in his native 
town of Wilmington until 1866, when 
the attractions of the garden of the 
west induced him to Ipcate on a rich 
prairie farm at Geneseo, 111., where 
he remained successfully engaged in 
the business of farming and stock 
raising. Here his younger children 
were bom. Wilbur E. Cushman, the 
eldest son, was bom in Wilmington in 
1856 and was educated in the public 
schools of his native town and at 
Geneseo, 111. At the age of twenty- 
two he came to New. York City and 
worked two years in the bakery of his 
uncle, H. B. Cushman. He then re- 
turned to Geneseo, 111., and spent one 
year or more in teaching and traveled 
extensively through the great north- 
west looking for an opportunity to 




MRS. SYLVESTER CUSHMAN. 
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establish himself in business. Most 
important results hinged upon his 
choice, and after much investigation 
and careful reflection, he decided to 
cast his lot in the metropolis. Con- 
trary to the advice of his uncle, 
H. B. Cushman and his friend, 
H. W. Stearns, he located at 817, 6th 
avenue, between two of the most 
popular bakeries of the city ; also tak- 




W. E. CUSHMAN. 

ing in his brother, John E., as a part- 
ner. The abundant success of his 
venture demonstrated his sagacity. 
This was in 1880, and five years later 
he opened a store at 806 Third 
avenue. 

Wilbur Cushman was then securely 
established in a prosperous business 
and saw the auspicious moment had 
arrived to provide a prosperous career 
for the other members of his family. 
It was at this time that the co-partner- 
ship of S. Cushman & Sons was 
formed which soon inaugurated an ex- 
tensive business. The great factory 
on 517-21 W. 59th St., 75x100 feet, six 
stories was established with stable for 
the accommodation of sixty horses. 
Heretofore there had been a system of 
stores and bakeries owned by S. Cush- 
man sons, each managed by one of the 
sons as an independent institution, 
with the father as general purchasing 
agent of supplies. The general man^- 
agement under the new system 
devolved upon the pioneer and eldest 
brother, Wilbur E. This arrangement 
continued until December, 1895, when 
the firm was dissolved by mutual 
agreement and the different plants 
taken and conducted independently by 
each of the former members of the 
firm. At this time, the senior part- 
ner, the father, Sylvester Cushman, 
who had then passed the allotted span 
of three score and ten years, retired 
from the business. He continued in 
the full possession of his mental facul- 
ties and with excellent health antil 
last March, when he sustained a slight 
imralytic shock, which has somewhat 
impaired his former activity. This 



venerable and revered gentleman is 
looking forward with the high enthu- 
siasm of youth to a renewal of his 
cherished early associations with 
neighbors and friends at the coming 
Reunion of Wilmington. 

It remains to briefly refer to the 
business relations and locations of the 
numerous members of this useful and 
prominent family. Wilbur E. Cush- 
man took the plant at 903 Eighth 
avenue. His restless energy and re- 
markable executive ability have led 
him to embark in new enterprises, but 
always in the familiar line of bakeries. 
His headquarters is 2165 Eighth 
avenue between 116 and 117th streets, 
where he has one of the best appointed 
bakeries in the city. He also has 
branch stores at 903 Eighth avenue, 
53rd street, 915 Columbus avenue, 
693 Amsterdam avenue, Seventh 
avenue between 132nd and 138rd 
streets. His wholesale depot is lo- 
cated at 2165 Eighth avenue. Each 
of these plants has its own ovens and 
at present one hundred and twenty- 
nine people are employed at his va- 
rious stores, and during the busy sea- 
son two hundred and seventy-five bar- 
rels of flour are used each week. 

Katie A. Cushman. the eldest 
daughter, resides with her aged 
father, and stays his declining years. 
Mrs. Clara Idell Cushman married 
Mr. Charles Mosher, who is a pros- 
perous baker at 1061 Bedford avenue, 
Brooklyn. Mr. Mosher is of Vermont 
parentage, but his father moved to 
Iowa and later to Geneseo, 111. 

Charles graduated at the High 
School of that village, and taught 
school for several years, after which 
he came to New York and learned the 
baker's trade. John E. Cushman was 
formerly a baker but is at present a 
commercial salesman for a grocery 
house. Lewis Arthur Cushman owns 
a store and bakery at Madison avenue, 
corner of 59th street, and also one at 
893 9th avenue corner of 58th street 
in company with his brother, Merton. 
Arthur Cushman also conducts the 
large factory formerly owned by S. 
Cushman & Sons. Nathan Augustus 
Cushman has a large store and bakery 
at 71st street and 240 and 46 Colum- 
bus avenue, and conducts an exten- 
sive butcher business in the same 
block. It is a strong business combina- 
tion, each store helping the other, and 
tiie entire plant occupies half a 
block on one of the busiest streets of 
the city. N. A. Cushman has a nice 
country residence at Scarsdale, West- 
chester county, N. Y. 

Cilista Cushman married George M. 
Ballou, formerly of Wilmington. His 
bakery and restaurant is at 915 
Columbus avenue, and his country 
residence at W^hite Plains, N. Y. 

Larimer A. Cushman has a bakery 
at corner of 80th street and Amster- 
dam avenue, where he has recently 
made extensive improvements, and 
which is now one of the best plants in 
the city. Merton and Nellie are twins; 
the former is located as a baker at 



893 Ninth avenue, 58th street ; the 
latter is the wife of Dr. V. M. Murrier 
whose oflace is 256 W. 84th street. 

Mr. Sylvester Cushman has lived 
past the allotted age of man and has 
the satisfaction of seeing his children 
all well settled in life, useful citizens, 
and enjoying the blessings of health 
and prosperity. 

W. S. CUSHMAN. 

Wells S. Cushman was bom in Wil- 
mington forty-eight years ago and is 
the sole survivor of the three children 
of Sylvester and Emily (Scott) Cush- 
man. He went to Geneseo, Illinois in 
his early youth, and remained there 
ten years. At the age of twenty- three 
he came to New York City and en- 
tered the services of H. B. Cushman 
at the old stand on Greenwich 
avenue, and there remained three 
years. Having thoroughly learned 
the baker's trade, he went into busi- 
ness with his uncle at 309 Eighth 
avenue, and two years later bought 
out the latter 's interest and conducted 
the trade there until 1897. In 1885 
he bought his present bakery at 84th 
street. Park avenue, which is his 
headquarters and where he employs a 
force of twenty hands. He also owns 
a branch store at 1128 Park avenue 
with ten employees. 

In 1893 Mr. Cushman bought a half 
interest in a bakery at Mount Vernon, 
51 South Fourth avenue, where a 
force of twenty hands are employed. 
About 100 barrels of flour are used in 
these bakeries each week, nearly 
three-fourths of which is made into 
loaf bread. Wells S. Cushman has 




W. S. CUSHMAN. 
been in the business twenty- five years, 
and ranks among the older bakers of 
the city, and is the senior in trade of 
all the Cushmans except H. B. He is 
authority for the statement that there 
is not a customer who can move to 
any part of New York proper, and not 
see a Cushman bakery wagon pass his 
door, for nearly one hundred wagons 
cover all parts of the city. In Mr. 
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Onshman's apt phrase, ''the Cnahmaus 
are all dongh-heads. " We found 
W. S. Oushman a most genial and in- 
teresting person and thoroughly posted 
in all points of general interest re- 
garding baking. 

H. B. CUSHMAN. 

The career of the subject of onr 
sketch is in many respects most nota- 
ble. With one exception he is the 
senior baker of Greater New York, 
having been in business at the same 
place for forty-five years. He is the 




H. B. CUSHMAN. 

sole survivor of a coterie of Wilming- 
touians who went to New York nearly 
one half century ago. 

Mr. Oushman is unpretentious, a 
true philanthrophist and humanitarian, 
a man of deep religious convictions 
and wide sympathies. He has been a 
deacon of the Baptist church for 
twenty-five years. 

He was the youngest of four chil- 
dren bom to Levi and Polly Oush- 
man, Aug. 11, 1831. His father was 
a farmer of moderate means, a life- 
long citizen of Wilmingtcm. His ma- 
ternal grandfather, Jesse Mossman, 
served in the Revolutionary War, and 
lived to the age of ninety-six. 

At an early age Mr. Oushman 
started out to make his own way in 
the world, getting employment in his 
own town at five dollars a month ; 
when fifteen years old he and Jerry 
Steams went to Leominster, Mass., 
chopping wood at fifty cents a cord. 
His next step was to Grafton, Mass., 
where he learned the currier's trade. 
After three years' apprenticeship he 
became a master workman, and re- 
turned to Wilmington to be em- 
ployed by Joel Philips. 

In 1853 Mr. Oushman started for 
Georgia, expecting to take up the 
business he had well learned but 
Providence had something else in store 
for him. He reached New York ; the 
population of the city at that time 
was about 500,000. Fourteenth 



street was considered up town ; there 
were no surface cars, and only three 
stage lines. 

He visited two of his schoolmates, 
Elmer Bellows and Hyde Stanley, 
who had come to New York a short 
time before. They were then em- 
ployed by Morandis Rugg and Hart 
Tanner, who were in the pie-baking 
business. Mr. Oushman consented to 
work for them a few days until a man 
could be secured, but none being found, 
he remained with them for six mouths 
at three dollars a week. The business 
was bought out by Bruce and Lincoln 
of Wilmington. He continued with 
them for a while, then was associated 
with Elmer Bellows in the milk busi- 
ness for a few months. In 1854 with 
a capital of |70 he started in the 
baking business with Hart Tanner, 
whose capital was |50. For twenty 
years the firm was known as H. B. 
Oushman, latterly as H. B. 0. & Co. 
During his career he has assisted at 
least eighteen men into business and 
has as far as x>ossible employed only 
Christian men and women, always 
trusted them in every branch of the 
business and endeavored to bring them 
up to the Christian standard, and 
many blessings have followed in their 
train. 

Mr. Oushman possesses qualities of 
the successful business man — energy, 
foresight, unswerving integrity and 
good health. He carries his almost 
threescore and ten years lightly, takes 
general charge of his business; his 
mental and physical faculties are un- 
impaired. 

In 1858 he married Miss Myra Lyon 
of Jamaica, Vt. , who was a teacher at 
the high school at Wilmington. She 
has been a devoted and faithful help- 
mate. They have two sons and four 
daughters, three of whom are married. 

Mr. Oushman attributes his success 
to the giving of his life to God to be 
used for His glory. 



Charles Avery Miner is best known 
as the efficient assessor of the City of 
Newton, Mass. He possesses to an 
unusual degree, that ready adapta- 
bility which is the distinctively 
American trait. He has touched the 
world at nianv points, and has meas- 
ured up to his opportunities. Charles 
A. was the only son of Samuel and 
Phoebe ( Coon ) Miner and was bom in 
North Stonington, Conn., in 1844. 
Samuel Miner was bom in Guilford, 
Vt., in 1812 and died in 1867; Charles 
moved from Rhode Island with the 
family in early infancy to Dover, Vt., 
and two years later to Wilmington. 

The formative period of his youth 
was passed amid the wholesome in- 
fluences of this fine old rural town. 
Leaving home at nineteen years of age 
he spent four and one half years in 
Fitch burg, Mass., and later one year 
in the mercantile business in Boston. 
He located in Keeue, N. H., in 18(58, 
and two years later in Turners Falls, 
Mass., where he was engaged in the 
express business and in teaming and 
jobbing for five years. 

Mr. Miner possesses unusual apti- 
tude for mechanical pursuits, and with 
comparatively little training, became a 
foreman and had the care of certain 
features of the work in the erection of 
Smith college at Northampton, Mass., 
working under his father-in-law, 
Mr. John Tyler ; residing in Northamp- 
ton four years, meanwhile residing for 
a time in Holyoke, Mass. Mr. Miner 
came to Newton, Mass., in 1881 and 
engaged in the express and grocery 
business. He was elected assistant 
assessor in 1887, and two years later, 
assessor, which position he has since 
filled with rare fidelity and efficiency. 
He is clerk of the board and has de- 
vised a system of allotment and 
representation, which is a model of 
simplicity and convenience. 

Mr. Miner has always been an ad- 
mirer and a skillful connoisseur of good 
horses and his stable and appoint- 
ments are of the best. 

He married Martha C, daughter of 
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John Tyler in 1868 and their attrac- 
tive home is at (Auburndale), New- 
ton, Mass. 

Mr. Miner is a prominent Mason, a 
member of Dalhousio Lodge, Newton 
Chapter, and Gethsemane Command- 
ery of Newton. 

Although he has wandered far 
from his native town, he maintains a 
loyal interest in her prosperity and 
occasionally revisits the early scenes 
of his youth. 

The Childs B^othe^s. 



R. S. CHILDS. 

Rollins S. Childs was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1845. Attended the 
schools of his native village. Became 
a clerk in the Brattleboro postoffice 
uuder Postmaster Kellog in '64. In 
'97 he was employed by the govern- 
ment in the counties of James City 
and York in Virginia, being a register- 
ing officer for those counties. In 1873 
he entered his brother, A. P. 's insur- 
ance office at Bennington, remaining 
there until '79, when he went upon 
the road, traveling extensively for 18 
years between Maine and the Pacific, 
the peninsula and the Gulf in the 
prosecution of insurance work. He 
has been prominent in Democratic 
politics, being chosen commissioner of 
Bennington county during his resi- 
dence there and this year was one of 
Vermont's four delegates at large to 
the Kansas City convention, which 
nominated Mr. Bryan. 

He married Miss Julia A. Estabrook 
and they reside at Brattleboro, where 
he is still representing the New York 
Life Insurance company. 

He is a gentleman of most engaging 
personality and generous impulses. 

A. P. CHILDS. 

Asaph P. Childs was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1840. He was educated in 
the local schools and at Powers Insti- 
tute, studying law in the office of the 
late Chas. N. Davenport. He en- 
listed in Company F, 16th Vermont, 
Col. W. G. Veazey commanding. 
From this law office went Capt. 
Henry F. Dix, now of Memphis, 
Tenn., and Geo. W. Davenport of 
Greenfield. During Mr. Childs' ser- 
vice, he was in the commissary de- 
partment and for a time stationed in 
Texas with Maj. Hiram Smith of 
Jamestown, N. Y. With the advance 
of the confederates upon Fairfax Court 
House, he had charge of a federal sup-- 
ply train which was safely hastened 
into Washington just as the enemy ap- 
peared on Arlington Heights. After 
leaving active service, he was em- 
ployed in the war department at 
Washington, where he was graduated 
from the Columbia Law school, sub- 
sequently being admitted to the Wind- 
ham county bar. 

Mr. Childs was one of the escort of 
the body of President Lincoln after 
his assassination at the old Ford thea- 
ter, to the White house. He is a d2d 



degree Mason and accompanied Pres. 
Johnson to Boston on the occasion of 
the dedication of Masonic Temple. 
For more than 30 years Mr. Childs 
has been engaged as stute agent and 
agency director for the Mutual and 
New York Life Insurance companies, 
being now a resident of Bennington, 
which town he represented in the state 
legislature in 1882, being previously 
the candidate of his party for Congress 
in the First Vermont district. 

He married Miss Sarah P. Cady, 
daughter of Lewis Cady, loDg-time 
landlord of the Stark house at Ben- 
nington, who died in 1897; three 
daughters surviving. For his second 
wife, he married Clara, widow of 
Carlos Sherman of Castleton. 

He was for several years editor and 
proprietor of the Bennington Gazette 
and Reformer, and in connection with 
his brother, R. S. Childs, published 
the Centennial Gazette, which was the 
official record of that famous occasion. 

He is a charter member and also 
past commander of Custer post, 
G. A. R., of Bennington and has been 
prominently identified with Odd Fel- 
lowship. 

F. W. CHILDS. 

Frederick W. Childs was bom in Wil- 
mington in 1849, educated in the local 
schools and in Burnside military 
academy and the High school of Brat- 
tleboro, completing his school years at 
Willistou seminary, Easthampton, 
Mass., after which he temporarily 
served as mail agent on the Fitch burg 
road between Shelburne Falls and 
Fitchburg. Later he returned to Wil- 
mington and after several months in 
his father's clothing store and as clerk 
for his brother Lyman there, he served 
an apprenticeship in the office of his 
brother at Bennington, thence going 
into the postoffice at Brattleboro, 
with Capt. R. W. Clark, postmaster. 
After several years as clerk there, he 
became the partner in the insurance 
firm of Cudworth and Childs, which 
business he followed for ten years and 
until he was appointed by Pres. Cleve- 
land, postmaster at Brattleboro. ' He 
was, after four years service, re-ap- 
pointed by Pres. Harrison and subse- 
quently received his second re-appoint- 
ment at the hands of Pres. Cleve- 
land, serving in all a period of 12 years 
in the capacity of postmaster. During 
this time he established the free de- 
livery service and made many valuable 
improvements in the local postal ser- 
vice, one of which was the introduc- 
tion of the weather bureau service by 
which the whole county, as well as 
adjoining counties, were served with 
the daily weather bulletin. * Mr. 
Childs was elected second lieutenant 
of the Estey Guard in January, '77 
and later became first lieutenant and 
finally its captain, commanding the 
company for several years of its hon- 
orable and interesting career. Upon 
his resignation, he was appointed by 
Gov. L. K. Fuller brevet major under 
a special act of the legislature and in 



1896 commanded the color company of 
the celebrated Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery company of Boston on its 
memorable trip to Europe as the 
guests of the Honorable Artillery com- 
pany of London, of which the Prince 
of Wales is the commander, the com- 
pany traveling through France, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Belgium, Scot- 
land and Ireland, where it was most 
royally entertained. Maj. Childs is 
a member of Beauseant commandery. 
Knights Templars and of Wantastiquet 
lodge of Odd Fellows of Brattleboro, 
a director of the home for the aged 
and disabled at Brattleboro and a mem- 
ber of other local organizations. For 
the past three years, Maj. Childs has 
been in charge of the Brattleboro office 
as resident cashier of the New York 
Life Insurance company. 

W. H. CHILDS. 

William Henry Childs, born in Bos- 
ton, 1829. For many years he was 
employed in a bank in that city, also 
in the Roxbury, Mass., postoffice. In 
1856, on account of ill health, he went 
to Minnesota and was joined in '57 by 
two brothers, A. L. and George 
Lewis, the latter being drowned in 
Clear Lake, June ]4, '57. 

William Henry for maily years car- 
ried on a mercantile business where 
his own and his family's experience 
with the Sioux Indians was both 
thrilling and hazardous. He sketched 
the hanging of the 88 Indians at Man- 
kato for Frank Leslie's and afterwards 
became express agent for the Ameri- 
can express on the Mississippi between 
St. Paul and McGregor until the rail- 
road was opened to Duluth, when his 
route lay between St. Paul and that 
city. In the early 70's he removed to 
San Francisco w^ith his family and 
became the cashier in the wholesale 
drug business of Paul Reiger, who 
was afterwards murdered by an Indian, 
while fishing in the mountains. Soon 
after this he was appointed storekeeper 
in the United States mint under Su- 
perintendent of the Mint Dodge. He 
served several years and afterwards 
became cashier for the Studebakers 
by whom he is now employed in San 
Francisco. He married Miss Anna P. 
Goodrich of Portsmouth, N. H., and 
their only daughter. Miss Ida A. 
Childs, has been a noted soprano sin- 
ger. 

S. M. Spencer & Son. 

Silas Metcalf Spencer is in a two- 
fold sense a representative man. He 
be,ars a familv name, long and worthily 
known in Wilmington, to which he 
has added new honor as an active, 
successful business man in the 
metropolis of New England. 

S. M. Spencer was bom in Wilming- 
ton in 1842, son of Elijah and Louisa 
Metcalf Spencer. His father was a sub- 
stantial farmer in that part of Wilming- 
ton now known as the Fitch neigh- 
borhood, and here Silas passed nearly 
all of his minority. 

Like many a Vermont farm-bred boy 
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he developed a robnst constitntion, a 
resolnte will and learned the valne 
of time and money. Naturally in- 
genious, he songht employment in the 
manufacture of stencil dies in the 
works of his brother-in-law at Bran- 
don, Vt., where he remained several 
years. In 1864 he moved to Brattle- 
boro and set up in the business on his 
own account with increasing pros- 
perity, until the great freshet of 1869 
swept off his plant, and with it, all of 
the hard earnings of years, leaving 
him in debt. Nothing daunted by 
disaster, the very next day after the 
freshet, he gave orders for new ma- 
chinery and within a week was again 
at work and never lost an order. 

In 1872 he moved to Boston and lo- 
cated his business at 117 Hanover 
street, with factory at Waverly house. 

With him came four young men 
from Brattleboro, one of whom is still 
in his employ. Later he was located 
twenty-four years at 112 Washington 
street, where he remained until a year 
ago when his business outgrew the 
limited accommodations and the plant 
was removed to its present central 
location, Comhill street, Adams 
square, corner Washington street. 
Here he occupies four floors and keeps 
fifteen men steadily at work. His line 
of manufactures is varied and exten- 
sive, the most prominent features 
being steel letters, stencils and rubber 
stamps. He manufactures and carries 
steel letters and figures, type, stencil 
dies, shoe stamps, embossing dies, 
brass labels, seal presses and wax 
seals, stencils of every description, 
more than 50 different styles and sizes 
of self -inking rubber stamps, badges, 
gold, silver and nickel, solid and 
plated; also door plates and metal 
engraving, brass checks, numbering 
machines of eight different styles and 
all sizes and ribbon dating and rail- 
road stamps of all kinds. 

In fact, his store is an exposition of 
articles in this line and headquarters 
for New England. S. M. Spencer & 
Son are doing more business now than 
ever before. 

Mr. Spencer married in 1862, Miss 
Jennie Skeeles of Brandon. They 
have bad three children, all bom in 
Brattleboro, of whom the only sur- 
vivor is his son and partner, Ernest W. 
Spencer. The latter has been a mem- 
ber of the firm for the past ten years. 

Mr. Spencer resides in Maiden, 
where he has a beautiful home. He 
is identified with the several local 
Masonic bodies, also with Beauseant 
Commandery, Maiden. 

Iioirin C. Pairnnelee. 

The subject of our sketch is a con- 
necting link between the past and the 
present generations of business. He 
was one of the early captains of what 
is now an important industry and has 
probably baked and distributed more 
baked beans, the favorite dish of the 
'*Hub," than any other man living. 

He was bom in Wilmington in 1826, 



son of Jeremiah and Corintha Ray 
Parmelee. Brought up on a farm, at 
the age of twenty, he left home and 
went to Illinois on a tour of observa- 
tion, but decided not to locate 
and soon after, went to Boston 
and bought a small baked bean busi- 
ness, for which he paid three hundred 




L. G. PARMELEE. 

dollars of borrowed money. He went 
to work with a will and at first was 
his own baker, salesman and book- 
keeper and paid up his debt the first 
year. At first he was able to put 
upon the market only twenty-five pots 
of beans four times a week, but in a 
year's time he had trebled this 
amount. The second year he hired an 
assistant and the business steadily in- 
creased until he soon had three de- 
livery wagons on the road. At first, 
and for some time, he bought his 
brown bread of the bakers and he 
found a profitable side line in baking 
and furnishing the indispensable Indian 
pudding. 

His bakery for many years was near 
his residence, now 663 Massachusetts 
avenue, but some ten years ago the 
plant was found inadequate and he 
bought the place on 654 Shawmut 
avenue. 

His first partner in business was 
Mr. Newell, who was with him eight 
or ten years. Then his son, George 
L. Parmelee, was in partnership 
about the same length of time, until 
in 1889 the latter sold his interest to 
T. L. Whipple. The firm of Parmelee 
& Whipple was dissolved after seven 
years, when the senior partner retired 
and Mr. Whipple still conducts the busi- 
ness at the old stand. Mr. Parmelee 
has always been a man of intense ac- 
tivity and methodical industry and 
during his nearly half a century of 
business life, acquired a handsome 
competence and a reputation as an 
upright and reliable man. He has 
concentrated his attention on his 
chosen pursuit, his principal recrea- 
tion being an occasional vacation for 



hunting and fishing, and even in his 
later years he is a devoted disciple of 
Isaac Walton. 

Mr. Parmelee married Miss Adeline 
M. Sargent of New Braintree, Mass. 
They have two children, George L. 
Parmelee and Emma C, who married 
J. H. Howarth of New York. 

Mr. Parmelee 's hair and beard are 
frosted by the snows of seventy-three 
winters, but he still enjoys fair 
health and is an interesting com- 
panion. His commodious residence is 
663 Massachusetts avenue. 

Mr. Parmelee has been an enthusi- 
astic and extensive collector of rare 



E. A. Fairbanks. 

Ernest A. Fairbanks, son of Francis 
and Cynthia (Cutting) Fairbanks, was 
bom in Whitinghara, Vt., in 1866. 
His great grandfather, Asa Fair- 
banks, was one of the pioneers of that 
town, and cleared up the farm on 
which three successive generations of 
his posterity, Abraham, Francis and 
Ernest, were bom and reared, and the 
father and grandfather of Ernest 
passed their lives here. Ernest re- 
mained on the ancestral acres and 
shared the usual experience of the 
farm-bred boy, until at the age of 
eighteen, he left the home and found 
employment with Mr. C. W. Bissell, 
an excellent farmer of Wilmington. 
Here he began to lay the foundations 
of his future success in life. An ac- 
quaintance with Mary Bissell, ripened 
into mutual esteem and love, and was 
consummated by their marriage in 
1888. Their pleasant home at Yon- 
kers, N. Y., is cheered by the pres- 
ence of a daughter. Miss Helen. 

The Vermont Yankee was a little 




E. A. FAIRBANKS. 

more lively than the patriarch, and 
served the father only two years, in- 
stead of seven, to secure the daugh- 
ter's hand. In 1887 Mr. Fairbanks 
went to New York and entered the 
employment of the veteran baker. 
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H. B. Cnshman. After only twenty 
months' experience, his employer 
kindly assisted him to start in the 
baking business at 18th street, Eighth 
avenue in the antnmn of 1888. Later 
he sold his interest in this bakery to 
Mr. Cnshman and started his present 
bakery at 88rd street and Columbus 
avenue. Mr. Fairbanks' thorough 
knowledge of his business, his hon- 
esty, promptness and genial manners, 
soon won him a host of customers and 
friends, and his venture has been re- 
warded with abundant success. 

In 1892 he established a bakery at 
125th street and Madison avenue and 
i^ 1892 formed a partnership with his 
brother-in-law, Mr. Elmer Covey, 
formerly of Wards boro, which was 
dissolved last November, but Mr. 
Covey is now superintendent of the 
bakery. 

Mr. Fairbanks is a kindly and hon- 
orable Christian gentleman. Both he 
and Mrs. Fairbanks are esteemed 
members of the Gospel Tabernacle 
church on 44th street, 8th avenue, of 
which Mr. Fairbanks is an elder and 
trustee. 

Charles E. Abbott. 

Mr. Charles E. Abbott, a successful 
baker, doing a large business at 286 
Eighth avenue, New York City, is 
a loyal son of the Green Mountain 
state. Mr. Abbott was born at South 
Londonderry, Vt., in 1859 at which 
place his early boyhood was spent. 
At the age of sixteen he came to 
Wilmington and entered the store of 
N. M. Haskell, in whose employ he 
remained two years. 

In the winter of 1878 Mr. Abbott 
went to New York and secured a posi- 
tion with Mr. H. B. Cnshman in the 
baking business, which he filled so 
satisfactorily that he remained with 
Mr. Cnshman six years, until he 
started in business for himself, 
owning and operating a restaurant 
with success, finally opening another 
restaurant on Greenwich avenue, 
which also proved successful. 

In the summer of 1889 Mr. Abbott 
sold his restaurants and went into the 



baking business at his present loca- 
tion. He has enlarged and improved 
his plant and now it is one of the 
finest in New York ; a large force of 
employees work night and day and 
turn out the high grade of goods for 
which the place is noted. Mr. Abbott 
personally attends to the management 
of his extensive business. 

Socially Mr. Abbott is active and 




Daniel HI. fiissell. 

Daniel M. Bissell is a good type of 
the elderly, well preserved Vermont 
Bostonian. "The Hub" was for many 
years the Mecca of ingenious, enter- 
prising young Vermonters. 

Mr. Bissell is a son of Asahel M. 
and Lucy Upton Bissell and is a scion 
of two of the early families of Wil- 
mington. Bom in Wilming- 
ton in 1839, at the age of six- 
teen he left home and engag- 
ed in the then comparatively 
new business of taking am- 
brotypes. For five years, 
with traveling studio, he 
perambulated western Ver- 
mont and eastern New York 
state, having meantime, also 
learned the watch repairing 
I trade, which he conducted as 
a side line. 



CHARLES E. ABBOTT. 

influential, being president of the Re- 
tail Bakers' Association of New York, 
a thirty two-degree Mason and present 
master of his lodge. Mr. Abbott is a 
member of the New York Athletic 
Club and the Road Driver's Associa- 
tion being owner of Alverna, a fast 
black pacer, which, with his neat bi- 
cycle wagon, is a turnout well known 
to the Speedway and other fashionable 
New York drives. 

Mr. Abbott is one of the charter 
members of the Forest and Stream 
club of Wilmington. 



He returned to his native 
town in 1861 and settled in 
the watch and jewelry busi- 
ness for six years, and later 
was in business several years 
at Shelbume Falls, where he 
buried his wife, nee Ellen M. 
Tanner. In 1865 he married 
Viola Ames of Wilmington, 
who died in 1898. Two 
daughters were bom of the 
first marriage, Mrs. Nellie A. 
Amidon and Mrs. Sarah Bell 
Parker, both of Boston. The children 
of his second wife were. Rev. Flint M. 
Bissell, a distinguished Universalist 
clergyman of Springfield, Mass., Ger- 
trude M. (deceased), and Eva E., who 
keeps her father*s home. 

Mr. Bissell pursues his business of 
watch and jewelry repairs at 265 
Washington street. Mr. Bissell has 
had forty years* experience in the jew- 
elry business, nearly thirty years of it 
in Boston. He became a member of 
Social Lodge, F. and A. M. of Wil- 
mington many years ago and is a past 
worshipful master of that lodge.' 
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